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Stoke-Abbey in Devonſhire, Eſq; 


DAR SIR, 


S your honoured father was pleaſed to make 

choice of me, to anſwer in your name at the 

font, and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over 

your ſpiritual intereſts ; permit me, by putting theſe. 

little treatiſes into your hand, to fulfil ſome part of 
that ſolemn obligation. 


Gratitude for many ſignal favours, and a conſci- 
entious regard to my ſacred engagement, have long 
ago inſpired my breaſt with the warmeſt withes, 
both for your true dignity, and real happrnefs. 
Nor can I think of a more endearing, or a more 
effectual way, of advancing either the one or the 
other, than to ſet before you a ſketch of your ex- 
ccllent father's character. Illuſtrious examples ate 
the moſt winning incitements to virtue. And none 
can come attended with fuch particular recommen- 
dations to YOU, Sir, as the pattern of that worthy 
perſon, from whom you derive your very being. 


A moſt cordial and reverential eſteem for the 
divine wird was one of his remarkable qualities. 
Thoſe oracles of heaven were his principal delight, 
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and his inſeparable companions. Your gardens, 


your ſolitary walks, and the hedges of your fields, 
can witneſs “ with what an unwearied afſiduity he 
exerciſed himſelf in the law of the LORD. From 
hence he fetched his maxims of wiſdom, and form- 
ed his judgment of things. The ſacred precepts 
were the model of his temper, and the guide of his 
life; while the precious promiſes were the joy of his- 
heart, and his portion for ever. 


Hnproving company was another of his moſt reliſh- 
ing pleaſures, Few gentlemen were better furniſh- 


cd, either with richneſs of fancy, or copiouſneſs of 


expreſton, to bear a ſhining part in converſation. 
With theſe talents he always endeavoured to give 
ſome uſeful, generally ſome religious, turn to the 
diſcourſe. Nor did he ever reflect, with greater 
complacency, on his ſocial hours, than when they 
tended to glorify the eternal Majeſty, and to awa- 
ken in hinifelf and others, a more lively ſpirit of 
devotion. 


To project for the good of others, was his fre- 
quent //udy; and to carry thoſe benevolent contri- 
Vances into execution, his favourite employ, When 
viited by the young perſons of the neighbourhood, 
tar from taking an ungracetul pride to initiate them 
in debauchery, or confirm them in a riotous habit, 
it was his inceſſant aim, by finely adapted perſua- 
ſives, to encourage them in zndſtry, and eſtabliſh 
them in a courſe of ſobriety; to guard them a- 
gainſt the allurements of vice, and animate them 


with the principles of piety. A noble kind of 


hoſpitality this! which will probably tranſmit its 
beneficial influnce to their carthly poſſeſſions, to 
their future familics, and even to their cverlaſting 


A 


| ſtate. 


® Joſh, xxiv. 27. 
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A conviction of human indigence, and a tho- 
rough perſuaſion of the divine all- ſufficiency, in- 
duced hirn to be frequent in prayer. To proſtrate 
himſelf, in profound adoration, before that inft- 
nitely exalted Being, who dwells in light inacceſſi- 
ble, was his glory; to implore the continuance of 
the Almighty favour, and the increaſe of all Chri- 
ian graces, was his gain. In thoſe moments, no 
doubt, he remembered You, Sir, with a particular 
carneſtneſs; and lodged many an ardent petition 
in the court of Heaven for his infant ſon, Ceaſe 
not to ſecond them with your own devout ſupplica- 
tions, that they may deſcend upon your head, 
in ͤthe fulneſs of the bleſſings of the goſpel of 


i pen, 


To give their genuine luſtre to all his other en- 
dowments, he was careful to maintain an Humble 
mind, Though his friends might admire his ſupe- 
rior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his exem- 
plary behaviour, he faw how far he fell ſhort of the 
mark of his high calling; ſaw, and lamented his 
defects; ſaw, and renounced himſelf ; relying for 
final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, on a better 
righteouſneſs than his own; even on the tranſcen- 

dently perſect righteouſneſs, and inconceivably 
precious death, of JE SVs the Redeemer. This was 
the rock of his hope, and the very crown of his“ 
rejoicing. 5 | 

Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſbing charac- 
teriſtics-of your deceaſed parent. As you had the 
misfortune to loſe fo valuable a relative, before you 
was capable of forming any acquaintance with his- 
perſon, I flatter myſelf, you will the more atten- 
tively obſerve his picture; this his mo?al priffure, 

deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle in ena- 
mel, but to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all 
your conduct: Which, though it be entirely your 

| | | I 4 | | 1 8 Own, 
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own, calculated purely for yourſelf, may poſſibly 


(like the family-pieces in your parlour, that glance 
an eye upon as many as enter the room) make ſome 
Plegſiug and uſeful impreſſion on every beholder. — 
May every one, charmed with the beautiful image, 
catch its reſemblance ; and each, in his reſpective 


iphere, “ go and do likewiſe,”? - 


But You, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy 
the amiable original. As the order of an indul- 
gent providence has made you heir of the affluent 
crreumfances, let not a gay and thoughtleſs inad- 
yertence cut you off from the richer inheritance of 
thcſe noble qualifications. Theſe will be your 
fecurity, amidit all the glittering dangers, which 
are inſeparable from blooming years, and an ele- 
vated ſituation in life. "Theſe are your path, your 
ſure and only path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid 
happineſs. Tread in thefe ſteps, and you cannot 
fail to be the darling of your friends, and the fa- 
vourite of heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and you 
will give inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt of mo- 
thers ; you will become an extenſive bleſfing to your 
fellow-creatures ; and, which after ſuch molt engag- 
ing motives 1s ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you 
will be the delight, the honour, and the boalt of, 


Dax SIR; ©» 
Your very affectionate Godfather, 


And moſt faithſul humble ſervant, 


Wefton-Favell, rear 
Northampton, 
July 14, 1747. 


James HERvey. 


PRE- 


ff Eo 


E have already exerciſed our ſpeculations 

on the tombs and flowers; ſurveying na- 
ture covered with the deepeſt horrors, and arrayed 
in the richeſt bcauties. Allegary taught many of 
the objects to ſpeak the language of virtue, while 
Imagination lent her colouring to give the leſſons 
an engaging air: and this, with a view of imi- 
tating that divine inſtructor, who commiſſioned the 
lily,* in her filver ſuit, to remonſtrate in the car 
of unbelieving reaſon ; "who ſent his diſciples {men 
ordained to teach the univerſe) to learn max! ms of 
the laſt importance, from the moit in! 1gn! :hcant 
birds, * that wander through the paths ot the air; 
from the very meaneſt herbs, * that are 6 ttered 
over the face of the ground. f 


Emboldened 
* Math, vi. 26, 28, 29, 30. 


+ Celebrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides 
and Livy, are obſerved to have a ityle peculiar to themſelves. 
Now, whoever conſiders the diſcourſes of CHRIST, vilk find him 
diſtinguiſhing himſelt by a &yle which may properly be called 41s 


own. Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting digni: Y with. con- 


defcenfion ; it coniifis in teaching his followers the i tre bs, 
by ſpiritualizing on the muſt common occurrences. W hich, vet des 
Us being level to the lowet appreheniions, and admiraþly ada; ted 


to ſteal into the moſt ina tentive heart, is accompanied with this 


_ vefy fingular advantage, that it turns even the /pocre ef b=/rre's 
into a jchool of inſtructian, and renders the moſt * dinary objects 
a ſet of monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard, becauſe ever pre- 
\ Cent to our fenſes. 80 that, I believe, it may be ſaid of is 
umiable method, in which our LozD conveyed, as well as of that 
Powerful energy which attended his doctrines, that,“ never men 
„% ſpake like this man.” The Farveſt appr: aching, he reminds 
his difciples of a far more important harveſt, John iv. 25. Matth. 
X1ij, 39. when immortal beings ſhall be reaped fron the grave, and 
gathered in from all the quarters of the earth; when every human 
creature fall n che character of valuable wheat, or deſpicaue 


I 15 tales ; 


vill JJ 


Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the pre— 
ceding ſketches, I beg leave to confide in the fame 
benevolence of taſte, for the protection and ſupport 
of the two remaining eſfays; which exhibit a proſ- 
2 of /?ill life, and grand operation, which mora- 

ze on the moſt compoſed and moſt magnificent 
appearances of things.—In which Fancy is again 
ſuffered to introduce her imagery, but only as the 
handmaid of Tu, in order to dreſs her perſon, 
and diſplay her charms ; to engage the attention, 
and win the love, even of the gay, and of the fa- 

_ fhionable ; which is more likely to be effected, by 
forming agreeable pictures of nature, and deriving 
inſtructive obſervations, than by the laborious me- 
thod of long deduced arguments, or cloſe-connect- 
ed reaſonings. The contemplation of the hea- 
vens and the earth, of their admirable properties 
and beneficial changes, has always afforded the moſt 
exalted gratification to the haman mind. In com- 
pliance with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my 
ferious admonitions from the ſtupendous theatre 
and variegated ſcenery of the univerſe; that the 
reader may learn his duty from his very pleaſures — 
may gather w:/d5m mingled with virtue, from the 
moſt refined entertainments and nobleſt delights, 

The evening, drawing her fables over the world, 
and gently darkening into night, is a ſeaſon peculi- 
arly proper for ſedate conſideration, All circum- 
{tances concur to huſh our paſhons, and ſooth our 
cares; to tempt our ſteps abroad, and prompt our 
thoughts to ſerious reflection. | 

I „Then 


= tares ; and accordingly be lodged in manſions of everlaſting ſecu” 
| rity, or configned over to the rage of unquenchable fire, In his 


| charge to fſhermen, when they are commencing preachers, Matth. 
it iv. 19. he exhorts them, conformably to the nature of their late 
occupation, to uſe the ſame i duiiy and addrefs in winning ſouls, as 
| they were wont to exerciſe in catching the finny prey. For the 
farther illuftration of this no leſs uſeful than curious ſubject, I 


would refer my reader to a valuable note in Sir Iſaac Newton's ob- 
| Jervations on the Prophecies, P. 148, 470. edition. 


PREF ACE -- 


cc Then is the time, 

« For thoſe, whom wiſdom, and whom nature 
« charm, 

« To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate croud,. 

&« And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; 

« To tread low thoughted vice beneath their feet; 

« To ſooth the throbbing paſſions into peace: 


«And woo lone quiet in her ſilent walks.“ * 


The favour I would ſolicit for the fi of the 
following compolitions, is, that it may be permit- 
ted to attend, in ſuch retired and contemplative 
excurtions ; to attend, if not under the character 
of a friend, at leaſt in the humble capacity of a 
ſervant, or a page; as a ſervant, to open the 
door of meditation, and remove every impediment 
to thoſe beit exerciſes of the mind, which blend 
advantage with amuſement, and improve, while 
they delight ;—as a page, to gather up the unſtable, 
fluctuating train of Fancy, and collect her fickle 
powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and uſeful habit 
of thinking. 

The zther, converſant among the Harry regions, 
would lead the imagination through thoſe beautiful 
tracts of unclouded azure ; and point out to the 
judgment ſome of thoſe aſtoniſhing particulars, 
which ſo eminently ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. 
A proſpe&t this, to which curiolity attrats our 
eyes, and to which ſcr:pture itſelf as directs our 
ſtudy. A proſpect beyrgd all others moſt excel- 
lently calculated, to enlarge the foul, and ennsble 
its conceptions to give the grandeſt apprehen- 
ſions of the everla/iing GOD, and create ſentiments 
of becoming ſuperiority, with relation to all an- 
ſitory intereits :—in a word, to furniſh faith with 
the ſureſt foundation for a ſteady affiance, and true 
magnanimity of ſpirit ; to afford piety the ſtrongeſt 

| motives 


 ® Thompſon's Autumn, J. 972, laſt edit. 
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motives both for a lively gratitude, and profound 
vencration. h 


* 


While Galilæo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the 
prodigious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs ;: 
while Newton meaſures their amazing diſtances, 
and unites the whole ſyſtem, in harmonious order, 
by the ſubtle influences of attraQtion :—I would 
only, like the herald before that illuſtrious He- 
brew, * proclaim at every turn, “ Bow the knee, 
„ and adore the almighty Maker; magnify his 
« eternal name, and make his praiſe, like all his 
« works, to be glorious.” | 


Gen. xli, 43. 
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Polar ftar ; its invariable ſituation ; guide to the 
ancient mariners ; ſuch the word of GOD to cur 
ſouls ; perſuaſive to follnw its unerring diftates, 155 
Variety in the magnitude and ſplendor of the ſtars ; 
different degrees in the world of glory; yet all 
the bleſſed completely happy, I57 
Projection and attractian, the grand principles that 
actuate the planetary ſyſtem ; faith and love bear 
much the ſame proportion, in the economy of 
Chriſttanity, 158 
The admirable effects, and extenſive influences, of 
attrattion ; the agency of the HOLY G HOST 
on the human mind, | "1 
Vaſt gradation in the ſcale of beings ; all are ob— 
jects of the divine care, and full of the divine 
preſence, Ps 3 16 
The ſurpaſſmg worth of an immortal foul ; a ſolici- 
tude for its final welfare urged, 168 
An unthinking view of the ſkies is affecting: much 
more a rational and devaut one, e 


The 


160 
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The ſcantineſs of our knowledge, with regard ts 


celeſtial bodies; after. all our ſearch, they are 
ebjedts of admiration, rather than of ſcience ; 
 exhartation to ſuch purſuits as are of eaſy attain- 


ment, and will be of everlaſting advantage, 


171 


Shart recapitulation of the whole, and an hymn of 


praiſe, ſuited to the occaſion, 


A Winter-Piece. 


Introduction _ — — 
Shortneſs of the winter's day, — 
Inceſſant rain, producing a flood, _ 


Pitchy darkneſs ; riding in it, 
Thick rime, — 

Keen froſt, and ſerenity of weather, 
Severe cold, and piercing winds, 


Tempeſt ; its 2 ; at land, by ſea, 


Deep ſnow, — — 
General thaw, 

Evergreens, — 

Storm of hail, — 
Rainbow, — 
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&« Night is fair Virtue's immemorial friend: 
& The conſcious Moon, through ev'ry diftant age, 


6% Has held a lamp to 7Fijdom,” 
Night-Thoughts, N. V. 


HE buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the 

ſultry heats abated, invited me to the re- 
creation of a walk: a walk m one of the fine 
receſſes of the country; and in one of the moſt 
pleaſant evenings, Which the ſummer feaſon pro- 
duced, 

The limes and elms, uniting their branches over 
my head, formed a verdant canapy, and caſt a moſt 
refreſhing ſhade. Under my teet lay a carpet of 
nature's velvet: graſs intermingled with mofs, and 
embroidered with flowers. Jeſſamines, in conjunc— 
tion with woodbines, twined around the trees: 
diſplaying their are. beauties to the eye, and dif- 
fuling their deliciaus ſweets through the air. On 
either ſide, the boughs, rounded into a ſet of re- 
gular arches, opened a view into the diftant field:, 
and preſented me with a proſpect of the bending 
ties. The little birds, all joyous and grateful for 
the favours of the light, were paying their acknow- 
ledgements in a 7r:bute of harmony, and ſoothing 
themſelves to reſt with ſongs. While a French- 
horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent its melodious 
accents, ſoftened by the length of their paſſage, to 
complete the concert of the grove, 
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4 CONTEMPLATIONS 


3 in this agreeable manner, my thoughts 
were exerciſed on a ſubject, ſtill more agreeable 
than the ſeaſon, or the ſcene. I mean, our late 

gnal wiftory, over the united forces of inteſtine 
treaſon, and foreign invalion ; a victory, which 
pours joy through the preſent age, and will tranſ- 
mit its influence to generations yet unborn, Are 
not all the bleſſings, which can endear ſociety, or 
render life itſelf defirable, centred in our preſent 
happy conſtitution, and auſpicious government; 
were they not all {truck at by that impious and 
horrid blow, meditated at Rome, levelled by France, 
and ſeconded by factious ſpirits at Hh? Who then 
can be ſufficiently thankful, for the gracious inter- 
polition of Providence which has not only avert- 
ed the impending ruin, but turned it, with aggra- 
vated confuſion, on the authors of our trouble 82 

Methinks, every thing valuable, Which I poſſeſs; 
every thing charming, which I kehold : 3 58 to 
enhance this ever-memorable event. To this it is 
OW ing, that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale 
of private life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfac- 
tions of a contemplative retirement, —-HaG rebel- 
lon * ſucceeded in her detcitable deſigns, inſtead of 
walking with ſecurity and complacence in theſe 
flowery paths, I might have met the Halin with 
his dagger; or have been obliged to "abandon my 

habitation, and © embrace the rock for a ſhelter.” 
Farewell then, ye fragrant ſhades ; ſeats of 
meditation, and calm repoſe! I ſhould have been 
driven from your loved retreats, to make way for 
ſome barbarous, ſome inſulting victar.—— Farewell, 
then, ye pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſements 
of my rural hours! I ſhould no more have reared 
the tender flower to the ſun ; no more have taught 
the eſpalier to expand her boughs ; ; nor have fetch- 


C ed, 


* Referring, to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 17463 


which, for ſeveral months, made a very alarming progreſs in the 


north :—But was happily extinguiſhed by the ee and deciſive | 
victory at Culleden. | | 


ON THE NIGHT. 


ed, any longer, from my kitchen- garden, the pu- 
reſt ſupplies of health. | 

Had rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable de- 
ſigns ; inſtead of being regaled with the mfc of 
the words, T might have been alarmed with the 
ſound of the trumpet, and all the thunder of war. 
Inſtead of being entertained with this beautiful land- 
ſcape, J might have beheld our houſes ranſacked, 
and our villages plundered ; I might have beheld 
our fenced cities encompaſſed with armies, and our 
fruitful fields © clothed with deſolation ;** or have 
been ſhocked with the more frightful images, of 


« garments rolled in blood,” and of a ruffian's 


blade reeking from a brother's heart, Inſtead of 
Peace with her chearing olives, ſheltering our abodes 
inſtead of Juſtice, with her impartial ſcale, ſe- 
curing our goods; Perſecuſion had brandiſhed her 
ſword, and Slavery clanked her chains. 
Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the 
creatures of a groundleſs panic. They are, in a 
neighboring kingdom, who very lately experien- 
ced them in all their rigour. * And, if the malig- 
nant ſpirit of Popery had forced itſelf into our 
church; if an abjured pretender had cut his way to 


our throne; we could have no reaſon to expect a 


mitigation of their ſeverity, on our behalf. 

But, ſuppoſing the tender mercies of a bigotted 
uſurper to have been ſomewhat leſs cruel ; where, 
alas! would have been the encouragement to cul- 
tivate our little portion ; or what pleaſure could 
_ ariſe, from an improved ſpot ; if both the one and 
the other lay, every moment at the mercy of /aw- 


les power? This imbittering circumſtance would 


ſpoil their reliſh ; and by rendering them a preca- 


| | rions, 
See a pamphlet, entitled, © Popery always the ſame,”———— 
Which contains a narrative of the perſecutions, and ſevere hardſhips, 
lately ſuffered by the Proteſtants in the ſouthern parts of France ; 
and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs, to 
the inhabitants of Great-Britain, Printed 2740. Price, 8d. 
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6 CONTEMPLATIONS 


rious, would render them a joyleſs acquiſition.— In 
vain might the vine ſpread her purple cluſters; in 
vain be laviſh of her generons juices; if Tyranny, 
like a ravenous harpy, ſhould be always hovering 
over the bowl, and ready to ſnatch it Ra the lip 
1 induſtry, or to wrelt it from the hand of Li- 
erty. 
LIBERTY, that deareſt of names; and property, 
that beſt of charters; give an additional, an inex- 
e charm, to every delightful object. See 
ow the declining ſun has beautified the .wweftern 
clouds has arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted 
them with gold. Such a refinement of our domeſ- 
tic bliſs is property ; ſuch an improvement of our 
public privileges 1s liberty. When the lamp of 
day {hall withdraw his beams, there will {till remain 
the ſame collection of floating vapours: but O! 
how changed, how gloomy ! the carnation-ſtreaks 
are faded ; the golden edgings are wore away ; and 
all the lovely tinges are loſt, in a /Jeaden-coloured 
luring ſadneſs, Key would be the aſpect of all 
theſe ſcenes of beauty, and all theſe abodes of 
pleaſure, if expoſed continually to the caprice of 
arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate of abject and 
cringing dependence. 

The ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily race, and 
haſtens to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower, 
till his chariot wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt 
verge of the ſky, What is ſomewhat remarkable, 
the orb of light, upon the point of ſetting, grows 
conſiderably broader. The ſhadows of objects, juſt 
before they become blended in undiſtinguifhable 
darkneſs, are exccedingly lengthened. * —Like 
bleſſings, little prized, while pe, but highly 
eſteemed, the very inſtant they are preparing or 

| their 


Maj oreſque cadunt altis de montibus umbræ. Virg. 


The falling ſhades from weſtern hills extend. 


ON THE NIGHT. 7 


Kheir flight : bitterly regretted, when once they are 
gone, and to be ſeen no more. | 

The radiant globe is, now, half immerſed be- 
meath the duſky earth; or, as the ancient poets 
Tpeak, is ſhooting into the ocean, and ſinks in the 
weltern ſea. And could I view the ſea, at this 
Juncture, it would yield a moſt amuſing and curi- 
ous ſpectacle. The rays, ſtriking horizontally on 
the liquid element, give it the appearance of float- 
ing glaſs; or, reflected in many a different direc- 
tion, form a beautiful multiplicity of colours. 
A ſtranger, as he walks along the ſandy beach, 
an d, loſt in penſive attention, liſtens to the mur- 
murings of the reſtleſs flood, is agreeably alarmed 
by the gay decorations of the ſurface. With enter- 
tainment, and with wonder, he ſees the curling 
waves, here gliſtering with white, there glowing 
with purple ; in one place, wearing an azure tinc- 
aure; in another, glancing a caſt of undulating 

een; in the whole, exhibiting a piece of fluid 
8 that may vie with yonder pencil tapeſtries, 
though wrought in the loom, and tinged with the 
dyes of heaven. | | 

While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores 
of the ocean, the great luminary is ſunk beneath 
the horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole 
face of the ground is overſpread with ſhades; or 
with, what one of the fineſt painters of nature 
calls, a dun obſcurity. Only a few very ſuperior 
eminences are tipt with ſtreaming ſilver. The tops 


of groves, and lofty towers, catch the /aft ſmzles of 


day;* are {till irradiated by the departing beams. 
——- But, O! how tranſient is the diſtinction! 
how momentary the gift ! like all the bleſſings, 
Which mortals enjoy below, it is gone, "_—_ as 

oon 


* Sce this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and 
wrought into a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one ot the moſt 
Juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be found in modern 
Poetry; Night Thoughts, N. II. g. 42, 4te. edit. | 
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8 CONTEMPLATIONS 


ſoon as granted. See! how languifhingly it trem- 
bles on the leafy ſpire; and glimmers, with a dy- 
ing faintneſs on the mountain's brow. The little 
vivacity that remains, decays every moment. It 
can no longer hold its ſtation. While I ſpeak, it 
expires; and reſigns the world to the gradual ap- 


proaches of night. 


— 7 Now Twilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad.” * 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light; 


but now all appears under a more qualified luſtre. 


The animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; 
and what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in 


this, gives place to an univerſal gravity, In the 
meadows, all was jocund and ſportive : but now 
the gameſome lambs are grown weary of their fro- 
lics, and the tired ſhepherd has impoſed ſilence on 
his pipe. In the branches, all was ſprightlineſs 
and ſong : but now the lively g ;reen is wrapt in the 
deſcending glooms; and no tuneful airs are heard, 
only the plaintive ſtock-dove, cooing mournfully 
through the grove.— Should J now be vain and 
trifling, the heavens and the earth would rebuke 
my unſeaſonable levity. 'I herefore, be theſe mo- 


ments devoted to thoughts, /edate, as the cloling 
day; ſelemn, as the face of things. And, indecd, 
however my ſocial hours are enlivened with inno- 


cent pleaſantry; let every evening, in her ſable ha- 
bit toll the bell to ſerious conſideration. Nothing 
can be more proper, for a perſon who walks on 
the borders of eternity, and is haſting continually 
to his final audit; nothing more proper, than daily 
to flip away from the circle of amuſements, and 
frequently to relinquiſh the hurry of bulinels, 42 
order 


Mik. Par, Loft, B. IV. 1, 358. 


NIGHT. 9 


ON THE 


a to conſider and adjuſt * the things that belong 


« to his peace.” 


Since the ſun is departed, from whence can 1t 
roceed, that J am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? 
hence theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightneſs ? 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, ſof- 
ten and footh the horrors of night. I fee not the 
ſhining ruler, yet am cheered with a real, though 
faint communication of his ſplendor. Does he 
remember us in his progreſs through other climes ? 
Does he fend a detachment of his rays, to eſcort us 
during his perſonal abſence ; or to cover (if I may 
uſe the military term) our retreat from the ſcene 
of action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend of 
his beams, ſufficient to render our circumſtances 
eaſy, and our ſituation agrecable, till ſlecp pours 
its ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of ſenſe ; till flecp 
ſuſpends all the operations of our hands; and en- 
trcly ſuperſedes any farther occaſion for the light? 
No: it is ill judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe 
this beneficent conduct to the ſun. Not unto him; 
not unto him; but unto his almighty Maker we are 
obliged, for this pleating attendant, this valuable 
legacy. The gracious author of our being has fo 
diſpoſed the collection of circumambient air, as to 
make it productive of this fine and wonderful ef- 
fect. The ſun-beams, falling on the higher parts 
of the acreal fluid, inſtead of paſling on in {traight 
lines, are bent inwards and conducted to our light. 
Their natural courſe is over-ruled, and they are 
bidden to wheel about, on purpoſe to favour us 
with a welcome and ſalutary vilit. By which 
means, the bleſſing of light, and the ſcaſon of bu- 
ſineſs, are conſiderably prolonged : and, what is a 
e endearing circumſtance, prolonged molt con- 
ſ1derably 3 when the vehement heats of ſummer in— 
cline the /udent to poſtpone his walk, till the tem- 
perate evening prevails; When the important la— 
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10 CONTEMPLATIONS 


bours of the harveſt call the huſbandmen abroad, be- 
ſore the day is fully riſen. 


After all the ardors of the ſultry day, how re- 
viving is this coolneſs /— This gives new verdure to 
the fading plants; new vivacity to the withering 
flowers; and a more exquiſite fragrance to their 
mingled ſcents.—— By this, the air alſo receives a 
new force, and is qualified to exert itſelf with 
greater activity: qualified to brace our limbs; to 
heave our lungs; and co-operate, with a briſker 
impulſe, in perpetuating the circulation of our 
blood. — This I might call the grand alembic of 
nature; which diſtills her moit ſovereign cordial, 
the refreſhing deus. Inceſſant heat would rob us 
of their beneficial agency, and oblige them to eva- 
porate, in imperceptible exhalations. Turbulent 
winds, or even the gentler motions of Aurgra's 
fan, would diſſipate the riſing vapours, and not 
ſuffer them to form a coalition. But, favoured b 
the ſtillneſs, and condenſed by the coolneſs of the 
night, they unite in pearly drops, and create that 
finely temper d humidity, Which cheers the vegetable 
world, as ſleep exhilarates the animal. | 
Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of ſzl:- 
tude. The world is a troubled occan ; and who 
can erect ſtable purpoſes on its fluQuating waves ? 
The world is a ſchool of wrong ; and who does 
not feel himſelf warping to its pernicious influ- 
enccs? * On this ſea of glaſs, F how inſenlibly we 
ſlide from our own ſtedfaſtneſs! Some ſacred ruth, 
which was ſtruck in lively characters on our ſouls, 
is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some worthy re- 
ſolution, Which heaven had wrought in our breaits, 
| | | ; _ 


*Nunquam a turba mores, ques extuli reſero. Aliquid, ex eo quod 
ermpoſui, turbatur : aliguid, ex bis que fugavi redit. Inimica eft nud- 
forum converſatio. Senèc. 


Rev. xv. 2. 


ON THE NIGHT. IE 


is ſhaken, if not overthrown. Some enticing va- 
nity, which we had ſolemnly renounced, again 
practices its wiles, and again captivates our affec- 
tions. Flow often has an unwary glance kindled a 
fever of irregular deſire in our hearts? How often 
has a word of applauſe dropt luſcious po:ſon into our 
ears; or ſome diſteſpectful expreſſion raiſcd a gut 
of paſſion in our boſoms? Qur innocence is of ſo 
tender a conſtitution, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous 
croud. Our purity is of ſo delicate a complexion, 

that it ſcarce touches on the world, without contract- 
ing a ſtain, We ſee, we hear, with peril. 

But here Safety dwells. Every meddling and 
intruſive avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds the 
door againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the im- 
pertinences of idle converſation. The buſy ſwarm 
of vain images, and cajoling temptations 5 which 
beſet us, with a buzzing importunity, amidſt the 
gaieties of life; are chaſed by thefe thickening 
ſhades. Here I may, without diſturbance, com- 
mune with my own heart ; and learn that beit of 
ſcĩences, to know myſelf. Here, the ſoul may rally 
her diſſipated powers, and grace recover its native 
encrgy.—T his is the opportunity, to rectify every 
evil impreſſion; to expel the poiſon, and guard 
againſt the contagion, of corrupting examples. This 


is the place, where I may, with advantage, apply 
myſelf to ſubdue the rebel within; and be maſter, 


not of a ſceptre, but of myſelf. 'Throng then, 
ye ambitious, the levees of the powertul ; I will be 
punctual in my aflignations with folitude. To a 
mind intent upon its own improvement ſolitude 


has charms incomparably more engaging, than the 


entertainnients preſented in the theatre, or the 2grours 
conferred in the drawing- room. 


I ſaid, ſolitude, ——Am I then gene? — It is 
true, my acquaintance are at a diſtance. I have 
ſtole away from company, and am remote from all 
"Ie Human 
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nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. 


12 CON TEMPLATIONS 


But that is an alarming 


human obſervation. 
thought, 


« Millions of ſprr:tual creatures walk the earth, 
« Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we. 
| "Hee." .* 

Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe znw/ble 
beings patrolling this ſame retreat; and joining with 
me, in contemplating the Creator's works. Per- 
haps, thoſe mini/tering ſpirits, who rejoice at the 
converſion of a ſinner, and hold up the goings of 
the righteous, may follow us to the lonely receſs ; 
and, even in our moſt ſolitary moments, be our 
conſtant altendants.— What a plealing awe is 
awakened by ſuch a refiection! How venerable it 
renders my retired walks! I am ſtruct with reve- | 
rence, as under the roof of fore (ſacred edifice, or 


in the preſence chamber of ſome mighty monarch, 


—O! may I never bring any pride of imagination, 
nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute affection, where ſuch 
refined and exalted intelligences exerciſe their 
watch! g 
It is poſſible, that J am encompaſſed with ſuch a 
cloud of witneſſes ; but it is certain, that Gob, the 
infinite eternal GOD, is now and ever with me.— 
The great JEHOVAHN, before whom all the angelic 
armies bow their heads, and veil their faces, ſur- 
rounds me; ſupports me; pervades me. © In HIM 
& TI live, move, and have my being.—The whole 
world is his auguſt temple ; and, in the molt ſe- 
queſtered corner, I appear before his-adorable Ma- 
jeſty, no leſs than when I worſhip in his houſe, 
or kneel at his altar. In cvery place, therefore, let 
me pay him the homage of a heart, cleanſed from 
idols, and devoted to his ſervice. In every circum- 
ſtance, let me feel no ambition, but to pleaſe him; 


How 
Mat. Par, Loſt, Book IV. I. 677. 


ON THE NIGHT. 13 


How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtrik- 
ing the ſentiment, in that noble paſſage of the 
plalms! „ Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or 
« whither ſhall I flee from thy prefence? If I climb 
de up into. the ezghts. of heaven, thou art there en- 
« rand in lighi. If I go down to the depths of . 
« the grave, thou art there alſo in thy pavilion of 
* darkneſs. If I retire 4 the remoteſt eaſtern climes, 
„ where the morning, firſt takes wing: if, frifter 
« than the dating ray, I paſs to the 5ppofite regions 
« of the weſt, and ræmain in the utermoſt parts of 
« the ſca: * ſhall I, in ha, di{tant fituation, be 
beyond thy reach; or, by his ſudden tranſition, 
eſcape thy notice! 80 far from it, that could I, 
with one glance of thought, tranſport myſelf be- 
yond all the bounds of creation, I ſhould ſtill be 
encircled with the immenſity of thy effence ; or 
rather, ſtill be encloſed in the hollow of thy hand. 
Awful, yet delightful truth! Let it be inter- 
woven With every thought ! and become one with 
the very conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence ! that I ma 
continually walk with GOD; and conduct myſelt, 
in every ſtep of my behaviour, © as ſeeing HIM 
6“ that is inviſible.” - 5 

They are the happy perſons ; felicity, true feli- 
city, is all thety cn; who live under an habitual 
ſenſe of Gop's omnipreſence, and a fweet perſua- 
ſion of his ſpecial love. If dangers threaten, their 
impregnable defence is at hand. Nothing can be 
ſo ncar to terrify, as their almighty guardian to 
ſecure them. To theſe the hours can never be 
tedigus ; and it is impoſſible for them to be alone. 
Do they ſtep aſide from the occupations of animal 

| life? 


*Pſal. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional ſtrength 
and beauty in the thought, if, with the learned Mr. Mudge, we 
ſuppoſe an antitheſis between the two clauſes of the laſt verſe, as 
there evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they 

_ Expreſs in a poetical ſtyle, the extremities of the eaf# and the weft. 
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14 CONTEMPLATIONS 


life? A more exalted ſet of employments engage 
their attention. They addreſs themſelves, in all 
the various acts of devotion, to their heavenly Fa- 
ther, ue now fees in ſecret, and will hereafter re- 
ward them epenly, They ſpread all their wants be— 
fore his indulgent eye; and diſburden all their for- 
rows into his compaſlionate boſom. Do they 
withdraw from human ſociety? They find them- 
felves under the more 1mmediate regards of their 
Maker. If they reſign the ſatisfactions of ſocial 
Intercourſe, it is to cultivate a correſpondence with 
the condeſcending Dir, and taſte the pleaſures 
of divine friendſhip. What is ſuch a //ate, but the 
very ſuburbs of heaven ? what is ſuch a canduct, but 
an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs? 


Now, my ſov!, the day is ended. The hours are 
all tied. They are fled to the ſupreme judge, and 
have given in their evidence; an evidence, regi- 
ſtered in heaven! and to be produced at the great 
audit, —Happy they whoſe improvement has kept 
pace with the fleeting minutes! who have ſeized 
the important fugitives, and engaged them in the 
purſuit of wiſdom, or devoted them to the ſervice of 
virtue. 

1 indeed they are. Our moments li 

way ſilently and inſenſibly. The thief ſteals not 
more unperceived from the pillaged houſe. And 
will the runagates never ſtop? No: wherever we 
are, however employed, time purſues his inceſſant 
courſe, Though we are liſtleſs and dilatory, the 
great meaſurer of our days preſſes on, ſtill preſſes 
on, in his unwearied career; “ and whirls our 
wecks, and months, and vears away. Ts it not 
then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to hear people complain 
of the Ledi of their time, and how heavy it 
| | 1 hangs 
Sed fugit interia, fugit irreparabile tempis. Virge 
<c But time flies ſwift, and never will return,” 


ON THE NIGHT. 15 


hangs upon their hands; to ſee them contrive a 
variety of amuſing artifices, accelerate its flight, 
and get rid of its burden: - Ah! thoughtleſs mor- 
tals! why need you urge the headlong torrent? 
Your days are ſwifter than a ps? ; which, carrying 
diſpatches of the laſt importance, with unremitted 
ſpecd ſcours the road. They paſs away like the 
nimble ſhips; which have the wind in their wings, 
and kim along the watery plain. They haſten to 
their deſtined period, with the rapidity of an eagle: 
which leaves the ftormy blaſt behind her, while the 
cleaves the air, and darts upon her prey. * 

Now the day is gone, how jb: it appears ! 
When my fond eye bcheld it in perſpective, tt 
ſeemed a very conſiderable ſpace. Minutes croud- 
ed upon minutes, and hours ranged behind hours, 
exhibited an extenſive draught, and flattered me 
with a long progreſlion of pleaſures. But, upon 
a retroſpective view, how wonderfully is the ſcene 
altered: The landſcape, large and ſpacious, which 
a warm fancy drew, brought to the teſt of cool 
experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan ; juſt as the ſhores 
vaniſh, and mountains dwindle to a ſpot, when the 
{ailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and ocean, throws his 
laſt look on his native land. How clearly do I now 
diſcover the cheat! May it never impoſe upon my 
unwary imagination again! I find there is nothing 
abiding on this {ide eternity. A long duration, in 
a ſtate of finite cxiltence, is mere illufion. 

Perhaps, the healthy and the gay may not readi- 
ly credit the ferious truth, eſpecially from a young 


pen, 


* Job ix. 25, 26. By theſe three very expreſſive images, the in- 
ſpired poet repreſents the unintermitted and rapid flight of time. The 
paillage is illuſtrated with great judgment and equal delicacy, in Dr. 
Grey's moſt ingenious abridgment of Schultens. Qdæ tribus in 
elt mentis vclociſſima, hie admirabili cum empbaſi congeruntur. In terris, nil 
Pernicius curfore, et g uidem læti quid ferexte. Rapidins tamen adhuc undas, 
non ſecant, fed ſuper golant, nadigiola papyro contevta. Omnium rapidiſime 
Gerem grandibus alis permetitur aquila, præcipiti lapſu ruins in frduam. 
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pen, and new to its employ, Let us then refer 
vurlelves to the deciſion of the ancient. Alk ſome 
venerable old perſon, who is juſt marching off the 
mortal ſtage, © How many, have becn the "days of 
« the years of thy life?“ * It was a monarch's 
queſtion, and therefore can want no recommenda- 
tion to the faſliionable world. Obicrve, how he 
ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a deep ſelt con- 
viction replies: « Fu; irſe Tre years have finiſhed their 
8 rounds, to furrow theſe cheeks, and clothe this 
«« head in ſnow. Sch a term may ſeem long and 
« large to inconſiderate youth. But, Oh! how 
« ſhort, how {cn nty, to one that has made the ex- 
45 Fenn en, as a glam of trankent ſun- 
cc. ſhine 3 feanty, as the ſhadow that departeth. 
« Meth all s, it was but yeſterday, that J exchanged 
« my ilk ſports for manly exerciſes; and now 
6 J am reſigning them both for the fl. 2cp of death. 
« As foonas we are ern, we begin to draw to our 
« ed; and how e ſmall is the interval between the 
« cradle and the tomb!“ O! may we believe 
this teſtimony of mature age! may every evening 
bring it with clearer evidence to our minds! and 
may we form ſuch an eſtimate of the little pittance, 
while it is upon the advancing hand, as we fhall 
certainly make when the ſands are all run down! 
Let me add one reil-&tion on the work to be done, 
while this fhuttle is flying through the loom. F A 
work of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence! -- Halt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not 
known, the excellent of the carth, who were living 
images of their Maker? His divine likeneſs was 
transfuſed into their hearts, and beamed forth in 
all their conduct; beamed forth in meekneſs of 
wiſdom, and purity of affection; in all the tender 
offices of love, and all the noble efforts of zcal. 


To. 


Gen. xlvii. 3. Feb. Bib. 


I 0 My das are ſuifter than aweaver's ſhuttle,” Job vii, be, 


ON THE NIGHT. 17 


To be ſtamped with the ſame beautiful ſignature, 
and to be followers of them, as they were of 
CHRIS TH; his, this, is thy buſineſs. On the accom- 
pliſhment of this, thy eternal all depends. And 
will an affair of ſuch unſpeakable weight, admit of 
a moment's delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt remiſl- 
neſs ? —Eſpecially, ſince much of thy appointed 
time is already elapſed ; and the remainder is all un 
certainty, ſave only that it is in the very act to fly,— 
Or ſuppoſe thou hadſt made a covenant with the 
grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the age of Me- 
thuſelah ? how ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe ex- 
pire? — Extend it, if you pleaſe, ſtill farther, and 
let it be c9-exi/ten# with nature itſelf. How incon- 
ſiderable is the addition! for yet a very little while, 
and the commiſſioned Archangel lifts up his hand 
to heaven, and ſwears by the Almighty Name, 
« that time ſhall be no longer.” Then abuſed 


oppor- 
* This alludes to the beginning of Rev. chap. x. which, ab- 
ſtrated from its ſpiritual meaning, and qonſidered only as a ſtately 
piece of machinery, well deſerves our attention; and, I will venture 
to ſay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps not its equal, in any of the 
moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome. — All that is gloomy 
or beautiful in the atmoſphere, all that is ſtriking or magnificenc 
in every element, is taken to heighten the idea, Yet nothing is 
diſproportionate ; but an uniform air of ineffable majeſty greatens, 
exalts, enobles the whole. Be pleaſed to obſerve the ae of 
his auguſt perſonage. All the brightneſs of the ſun ſhines in his 
countenance, and all the rage of the fire burns in his feet, —— See 
his apparel, The clouds compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the 
ſky floats upon his ſhoulders. The rainbow forms his diadem; 
and that which © compaſſieth the heaven with a glorious circle,” is 
the ornament of his head - Behold his a:ritude. One foot ſtands 
ori the ocean, the other reſts upon the land. The wide- extended 
carth, and the world of waters, ſerve as pedeſtals for thoſe mighty 
columns. ———Confider the aTi:zn, His hand is lifted up to the 
height of the ſtars. He ſpeaks, and the regions of the firmament 
echo with the mighty accents, as the midnight deſerts reſound with 
the lion's roar. The artillery of the ſkies is diſcharged at the fig- 
nal; a peal of ſevenfold thunder ſpreads the alarm, and prepares 
the univerſe to receive his orders, To finiſh all, and give the 
higheft grandeur, as well as the utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſen- 
tation, hear the degree that iſſues from his mouch. He “ ſwears by 
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18 CONTEMPLATIONS 


opportunities will never return, and new opportu- 
nities will never more be offered. Then thould 


negligent mortals wiſh——wiſh ever ſo paſſionate- 
Iy—for a few hours—a few moments only—to be 
thrown back to the opening eternity, thouſands of 
worlds would not be able to procure the grant. 

Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what is no 
Jonger than a ſpan, or to quicken the pace of what 
is ever on the wing? ſhall I ſquander away what is 
winutterably important, while it laſts; and, when 
once departed, is altogether irrevocable! O! my 
Foul, forbear the folly ; forbear the deſperate ex- 
travagance. Wilt thou chide as a loiterer, the ar- 
Tow that boundeth from the ſtring, or ſweep away 
diamonds, as the refuſe of thy houſe ?-—Throw time 
away! Aſteniſhing, ruinous, irreparable profuſe- 
neſs ! throw empires away, and be blameleſs. But 


Ol be parſimonious of thy days; huſband thy pre- 


<ious hours. They go connected, indiſſolubly con- 
nected, with heaven or hell.“ Improved, they are 
: #4 


4 Hi that liveth for ever and ever.” Tn whatever manner ſo 
majeſtic a perſon had expreſſed himſelf, he could not fail of com- 
manding univerſal attention. But when he confirms his ſpeech, by 


a moſt ſacred and inviolable oath, we are not only wrapt in filent 


ſuſpenſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt awe.— He ſwears, 
„ that time ſhall be no longer,” Was ever voice ſo full of terror; 


ſo big with wonder? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, but the 


inal period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels of nature; bids 
ages and generations ceaſe to roll; and, with one potent word, con- 
ſigns a whole world over to diſſolution. ————-T his is one, among a 


multitude of very ſublime and maſterly ſtrokes, to be found in that 


£00 much negleQed book 


*I remember to have ſeen upon a ſun-dial, in a phyſician's gar- 
len at Northampton, the folloping inſcription ; which, I think, is 
the moſt proper metro for the inſtrument that meaſures our time, 
and the moft Rtriking admonition that can poſſibly be preſented to 
every eye. | 


Az Hoc MoMEgNTO FENDET TETERNITAS. 


the BI BLE. 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in Englifa 
More happily than inthoſe words of Dr. Watts: | | 
Good Gop! on what a lender thread 
[Or, on what a mement of time,] 


Hang everlaſting things!” 


ON THE NIGHT. 19 


à ſure pledge of everlaſting glory; waſted, they are 
a ſad preface to never-ending confullon and an- 


guiſh. 


What a profound ſilence has compoſed the world! 
So profound is the ſilence, that my very breath 
ſeems a noiſe; the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly 
heard; if I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance. 
There is now none of that confuſed din from 
the tumultuous city; no voice of jovial ruſtics from 
the neighbouring meadow : no chirping melody 
from the ſhady thicket. —Every lip is ſeated. Not 
the leaſt whiſper invades the air; nor the leaſt mo- 
tion ruſtles among the boughs. Eh herſelf fleeps 
unmoleited. The expanded ear, though all atten- 
tion, catches no ſound but the liquid lapſe of a 
diſtant murmuring ſtream. | 


« All things are huſh'd, as Nature's ſelf lay dead.“ 
If, in the midit of this deep and univerſal com- 


poſure, ten thouſand bellowing thunders ſhould 
burit over my head, and rend the ſkies, with their 


united volleys, how ſhould J, bear ſo unexpected a 


ſhack? It would itun my ſenſes, and confound my 


thoughts. I ſhould ſhudder in every limb; Per- 


haps ſink to tke earth with terror. Conſider 
then, O mortals! conſider the much more prodi- 


gicus and amazing call, which will ere long, alarm 
your ſleeping bones. When the tenants of the 


tomb have flumbered, in the moit undiſturbed re- 
poſe, for a multitude of ages; what an inconceiv- 
able conſternation muſt the bout of the Archangel, 
and the trump of Gop occalion! Will it not 
wound the ear of the ungodly ; and affright, even 
to deſtraction, the impenitent ſinner? the ſtupen- 
dous peal will ſound through the vaſt of heaven; 
will ſhake the foundations of nature; and pierce 


even the deepelt. receiſes of the grave. And how, 


Ko —0! 
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—O! how will the priſoners of divine juſtice, be 
able to endure that tremendous ſummons to a far 
more tremendous tribunal * Do thou, my foul, 
liſten to the il voice of the goſpel. Attend, in 
this thy day, to the gracious invitations of thy Sa- 
viozr. Then ſhall that great midnight cry loſe its. 
horror, and be muſic in thy ears. It ſhall be wel- 
come to thy reviving clay, as the tidings of liberty 
to the dungeon-captive: as the year of jubilee to 
the harailed {lave. This, this ſhall be its charming 
import; © Awake, and ling, ye that dwell in 
6 duſt.” ®. 


What a general calian of affairs has this duſky 
hour introduced ! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry. Lite and activity exerted themſelves in a 
thouſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmedawith paſ- 
ſing and repaſſing multitudes. All the country 
was ſweat and duſt. The air floated in perpetual 


agitation, by the flitting birds, and humming bees. 


Art fat prying with her piercing eyes ; while In- 


duitry plied her reſtleſs hands.—But ſee, how all 
this fervent and impetuous buſtle is fled with the 
ſetting ſun. Lhe beaſts are llunk to their grafly 


couch, and the winged people are retired to their 


downy neſts. The hammer has reſigned its ſound- 
ing taik, and the file ceaſes to repcat its flying 


touches. Shut is the well-frequented ſhop, and 


its threſhold no longer worn by the feet of nume- 
rous cuſtomers, The village ſwain lies drowned in 
{hmbers; and even his truſty dog, who for a con- 
ſiderable time ſtood centry at the door, is extended 
at his eaſe, and ſnores with his maſter.—In every 


place Toil reclines her head, and Application tolds 


her arms. All intereſts ſeem to be forgot; all 
purſuits are ſuſpended ; all employment is ſunk 
away; funk away with thoſe fluttering myriads, 

which 


® Iſa, xxvi. 19, 
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which lately ſported in the ſun's departing rays.— 
It is like the ſabbath of univerſal nature, or as 
though the pulle of life ſtood itill. 

Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous 
concerns, when once the ſhadows of the evening (that 
long evening, which follows the footſteps of death!) 
are ſtretched over us. The dead cannot ſeek unto 
Gop ; the living, the living alone, are poſſeſſed 
of this ineſtimable opportunity. * There is no 
* work or device, no repentance or amendment, 
« in the grave, f whither we are. all haſting.“ 
When once that cleſing ſcene is advanced, we ſhall 
nave no other part to act on this earthly theatre. 
Then the ſluggard, who has flumbered away life in 
a criminal inactivity, mult lie down in hopeleſs di- 
ſtreſs, and everlaiting ſorrow. Then that awful 
doom will take place, “ He that is Y, let him be 
« holy (till; and he that is fi/zby, let him be filthy 
6 for -Iver<.” | 

IS 


* ce Behold ! now is the accepted time. Behold ! now is che day 
of ſalvation,” 2 Cor. vi. 2. | 


_ Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 
Inſidious Death! Should his ſtrong hand arreſt, 
No compoſition ſets the pris'ner free, 


+ They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented (Iſa, 
Xxxviii. 11.) by the phiaſe—-19;7p rendered ty Virringa, 
5 thoſe that inhabit the /and of intermiſſion or ceſſation.“ —Which. 
prevents all appearance of ratz/ogy in the ſentence z. and is, [ think, 
a valuable improvement of the tranſlation ; as it conveys an idea, 
not only distinct from the preceding, but of a very poetical and 
very afflicting nature; ſuch as was perfectly natural for the royal 
ſinger, and royal ſuſferzr, to dwell upon in his deſponding moments, 
— Thus interpreted, the ſenſe will run, IT ball ſee man no more; 
6% J ſhall he cut off from the cheerful ways of men, and all the 
& ſweets of human ſociety, And, what is a farther aggravation of 
c the threatened ſtroke, I all, by its taking place, ve numbered 
& with theſe that inhavit tbe land of ceſſation and inactivity; where 
cc there will be no more poſſibility of contributing to the happineſs 
« of my kingdom; no more opportunity of advancing my Crea- 
cc tor's glory, or of making my own final ſalvation ſure.” —A ſen- 
timent like this, is grand, important, and full of benevolence z 
removes all ſuſpicion of unbecoming paſillanimity, and does the 

higheſt bonour to the monarch's character, | 


— 23 7 595 
4 — gen, > — 
— —— hee * * - * — — A - 
A —_— 4 — r — — 
FP ̃ 1 ²˙ CY a AR ia, to Ns En 


— —— — — 
* 


o - = 
8 ** 
- _ — — 
— — 
— Rt non Econ — — 
——— — —— _ 


_ 


e 


22 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Is it fo, my ſoul? is this the only, only time alot- 
ted, for obtaining the great reward, and making 
thy ſalvation ſure? and art'thou lulled in a vain 
fecurity, or dreaming in a ſupine iadvertency ? 
Start, O! ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the loins 
of thy mind, and work while it is day. Improve 
the preſent fecd-time, that eternity may yield a joy- 
ful harveſt. We eſpecially, who are watchmen in 
fſrael, and miniſters of the glorious goſpel ; may 
we be awakened by this conlideration, to all aſſi— 
duity in our holy office. Some or other of «ur 
pecple are ever and anon departing into the inviſible 
ſtate ; all u friends are making inceſſant approaches 
to their long home; and we ourſelves ſhall very 
ſhortly be tranſmitted to the confinement of the 
tomb. This is the favourable juncture, wherein 
alone we can contribute to their endleſs welfare. 
This is the criſis, the all-important crifis, of their 
final felicity. Inſtantly, therefore, let us pour in 
our wholeſome inſtructions ; inſtantly let us ply 
them with our earneſt cxhortation. A moment's 
delay may be an irreparable loſs ; may be irretriev- 
able ruin. While we procraſtinate, a fatal ſtroke 


may intervene, and place us beyond the power of 


adminiitering, or place them beyond all poſſibility 
of receiving any ſpiritual good.* 


How frequently 1s the face of nature changed ! 


and, by changing made more agreeable l The 


long continued glitter of the day renders the ſooth- 
ing ſhades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor 
does the morn ever purple the eaſt with ſo engaging 


* 


© The caſe repreſented by the prophet, (1 Kings xx. 40.), ſeems 
ꝓerfectly applicable on this occaſion ; “ As thy ſervant was buſy 
© here and there, he was gone.” So, while we are either remiſs in 
our function, or laying ourſelves out upon inferior Cares, the people 
of our charge may be gone; gone beyond the influence of our 


counſels ; beyond the reach of our prayers ;- gone into the un- 
cbangeable and eternal ſtate. 
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a luſtre, as after the gloom of a dark and diſmal 
night. — At preſent a calm of tranquil:ty is ſpread 
through the univerſe. The weary winds have for- 
got to blow. The gentle gales have fanned them- 
ſelves aſleep. Not ſo much as a ſingle leaf nods. 
Even the quivering aſpin reſts. And not one breath 
curls cer the ſtream. — Sometimes on the contrary, 


the fempeſt ſummons all the forces of the air; and 


pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the angry 
north. The whole atmoſphere is toſſed into tu- 
multuous confuſion, and the watery world is heaved 
to the clouds. The aſtoniſhed mariner, and his 
ſtraining veſſel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, and 
hang dreadfully viſible on the broken ſurge; now 
ſhoot, with headlong impetuoſity, into the yawning 
gulf; and neither. hulk, nor maſt is ſeen. The 
ſtorm ſweeps over the continent; raves along the 
city fircets, ſtruggles through the foreſt-boughs, 
and terrifies the Tavage nations with a howl, more 
wildly horrid than their own. The knatty oaks 
bend before the blaſt ; their iron trunks groan ; and 
their ſtubborn limbs are daſhed to the ground The 
lofty dome rocks; and even the ſolid tower totters 
on its baſis, | | | | | 
Such variations are kindly contrived, and with 
an evident condeſcenſion to the fickleneſs of our 
taſte. Becauſe a perpetual repetition of the ſame 
objects would create ſatiety and diſgu/?, therefore 
the indulgent Father of our race has diverſified the 
univerſal ſcene, and bid every appearance bring 
with it the charm of novelty.—This circumſtance 
is beneficial as well as entertaining. Providence, ever 
gracious to mortals, ever intent upon promoting 
our felicity, has taken care to mingle, in the 
conſtitution of things, what is pleaſing to our ima- 
gination, with what is ſerviceable to our intereſts. 
The piercing winds, and rugged aſpect of winter, 


render the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of - 


ring, peculiarly delightful, At the ſame * 
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the keen froſts mellow the ſoil, and prepare it for 
the hand of indultry, The ruſhing rains impreg- 
nate the glebe, and fit it to become a magazine of 
plenty. The earth is a great laboratory; and De- 
cember's cold collects the groſs materials, which are 
ſublimated by the refining warmth of May. The 
air is a pure elaſtic fluid ; and were it always to re- 
main in this motionleſs ferenity, it would loſe much 
of its active ſpring; was it never agitated by thoſe 
wholeſome concuttions, it would contarct a not- 
ſome, perhaps a peſtilential taint, In which caſes, 
our reſpiration, initead of purifying, would cor- 
rupt the vital juices ; inſtœad of iupplying us with 
retreſhment, would be a ſource of diſeaſes ; or 
every gaſp we draw, might be unavoidable death.“ 
—How then ſhould we admirc, how thould we 
adore that happy union of benignity and wiſdom, 
which, from a varzty of diſpenſations, produces 
an uniformity of good | produces a perpetual ſuc-— 
ceſſion of delights, and an uninterrupted feries of 
advantages! 


The darkneſs is now at its height; and I cannot 
but admire the obliging manner ot its taking place. 
It comes not with a blunt and abrupt incyvility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipi- 

| Pie tate 


* Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other com- 
buſtible materials which are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the 
air; conſidering the numberleſs ſteams, and clouds of ſmoke, which 
almoſt continually overwhelm populous cities; the noiſome exha- 
lat ions which ariſe from thronged infrmaries, and loathſome gaols 
from ſtagnating lakes, and putrid fens ;—the variety of offenſive 
and unwholeſome effluvia, which proceed from other cauſes z—it is 
a very remarkable inftance of a providence, at once tenderly kind, 
and infinitely powerful, that mankind is not ſuffocated with ſtench; 
that the air is not choaked with filth. The air is the commen ſerver, 
into which ten thouſand times ten thouſand nuiſances are inceſſantly 
diſcharged ; yet it is preſerved ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the 
moſt tranſparent medium for viſion, ſo delicately undulatory, as to 
tranſmit, with all imaginable diſtinctneſs, every diverſity of found 3 
ſo perfectly pure, as to be the conſtant refner of the fluids, in every 
animal that breathes, | e 
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tate tration, from the ſplendors of day, to all 
the horrors of midnight, would be inconvenient 
and frightful. It would bewilder the traveller in 
his journey; it would {trike the creation with 
amazement z and, perhaps, be pernicious to the or- 
gans of light. Therefore the gloom ruſhes not 
upon us inftantancouſly, but creaſed by flow de- 
grecs; and, ſending 7e7/7y/t before as its harbingery 
decently advertiſcs us oi its approach. By this 
means we. are neither alarmed, nor incommoded 
by the change; but are able to take all ſuitable and 
timely meaſures, for its reception— Thus g graciouſ- 
ly has Providence regulated, not only the grand Ut 
| ciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, but alſo the common inter- 
changes of light and darkneſs, with an apparent re- 
ference to our comfort. 

Now the flerce 17habitants of the foreſt focſake 
their dens. A thoufand grim forms, a thouſand 
growling r. monſters, pace the deſert. Death is in 
their jaws, while itung with hunger, and athirſt 
for blood, they roam their nightly rounds, —Un- 
fortunate the 7rave/ler, who is overtaken by the 
night, in thoſe diſmal wilds! How muſt he ſtand 
ach, at the mingle yell of N throats, and 
lions roaring after their prey! Defend him, pro- 
pitious Heaven! or elſe he mult ſee his endcaring 
ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no more Fe 
Now the prowling wolf, like a murderous ruftian, 
dogs the thepherd's footiteps, and befets his bleat- 
ing S charge. The fox like a crafty felon, ſteals to 
the thatched cottage, and carries oft tne teathered 
booty. 

Happy for the world, were theſe the only de- 
ſtroyers that walk in a But, alas! there 
are ſavages in human ſhape; who, muffled in 
ſhades, infelt the abodes of civilized life. The ns 
of Violence make choice of this ſeaſon, * to perpe- 
| trate 


2 When Night 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons | 
Of Belial, own with infolence and wine, its 


* 
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trate the moſt outragious acts of wrong and rob- 
bery. The adulterer waiteth for the twilight; and 
baſer than the villain on the highway, betrays the 
honour of his boſom friend. No.] Fa#:im forms 
her cloſe cabals, and whiſpers her traitcrous inſinu— 
ations. Now Rebellion plans her: accurſed plots, 
and prepares the train to blyw a nation into ruin, 
Now Crimes, which hide their odious heads in the 
day, haunt the ſeats of ſociety, and ſtalk through 
the gloom with audacious front. Now the vermi 
of the eros crawl from their lurking holes, to 
wallow in fin, and ſpread contagion through the 
night; each ſoothing himſelf with the fond notion, 
that all is ſafe; that no eye ſees, | 

Are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous mad- 
men! to draw the curtain between theif infamous 
practices, and a little ſet of mortals ; but lay them 
open to all theſe chaſte and wakeful eyes of hea- 
ven!“ as though the moon and ſtars were made, 
to light men to their revels, and not to GOD.—— 
Are they then concealed ? No, truly, Was every 
one of theſe vigilant luminaries cloſed, an eye 
keener than the lightning's flaſh, an eye brighter 
than ten thouſand ſuns, bcholds their every motion. 
Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming day, + to the jea- 
lous inſpector, and ſupreme judge of human actions. 
— — Dcluded creatures! have ye not heard, 
have ye not read, © that clouds and darkneſs are 
« HIS majeſtic reſidence?” 4 In that very gloom, 
to which you iy for covert, he eredats his throne. 
What you reckon your /creen, is the bar of his 15. 

| | bun 


* Sed luna videt, ſed ſinera tte: 
Intendunt oculos. 


But yet the moon beholds, and from the ſkies, 
The conſcious ſtars explore with prying eyes. 


F This is finely, and very forcibly, expreſſed by the Pſalmift ; 
& Tf I ſay, Peradventure the darkneſs ſhall cover me; then ſhall 
% my night be turned to day ;” or, as it may be rendered ſome- 
what more emphatically, “ Even the night ſhall be broad daylight 
all around me.” Pſal. cxxxix. 10. 


4 Pal, xcvli. 2. 
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bunal. O! remember this! Stand in awe, and 
fin not. Remember that the great and terrible 
60D „ is about your path,” * When you take your 
midnight range; is about your bed, when you in- 
dulge the looſe deſire; and ſpies gut all your ways, 

be ys ever ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully dif 


guiſcd. 


Some minutes ago, a paiſenger croſſed along the 
road. His horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and 
fetched frre from a flint. My eye, though at a di- 
ſtance, catched the view: and ſaw, with great 
clearneſe, the tranſient ſparkles: of which had 1 
been ever ſo ed. I ſhould not have diſcerned the 
leaft glimpfe under the blaze of day. +—So, when 
ſickneſs has drawn a weil over the oaiety of our 
hearts; when misfortunes have eclipſed the ſplen- 
dor of our outward circumitances; how many 
important conviftions preſent themielves, with the 
brighteſt evidence! Under the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, they lay undiicovered ; but, when ſome inter- 
vening cloud has darkened the ſcene, they emerge 
from their obſcurity, and even glitter upon our 
minds. Then the //7rld, that deluſive cheat, con- 


teilcs 


© The original words are much ſtronger than the tranſlation, 
pry and Hen figniſy, Thou e my path, and art intimate 
acquainted wwith all my ways: the former, I apprenend, denoting 
the exact cogniſance which the Almighty taketh ; the latter imply- 


ing the conſtant inſpe&ion which he exerciſeth over all the circum- 
fances of our conduct. Pal. CXXRIXe. 2. 


+ T beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name digni- 
fies my dedication, that i was a remark of his honoured father, 
when we rode together, and converſed in a duiky + cning, 1 men- 
tion this circumſtance, partly to ſecure the paragraph from con- 
tempt ; partly to give him and the world an idea of that eminently 
ſerious taſte, which diftingoiſhed my deceaſed friend. The %% 
0) vious the reflection, the more clearly it diſcovers a tun of mivd 
remarkably ſpiritual, which would ſuffer nothing co eſcape without 
yielding ſome religious improvement. The meaner the incident, 
the more admirable was that fertility of imagination which could 
deduce the ſublimeſt truths from the moſt trivial occurrences. 
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feſſes her emptineſs : but Jesvs, the bright and 
morning-ſtar, beams forth with inimitable luſtre. 
Then Vice loſes all her fallacious allurements ; that 
painted Sirumpet is horrible, as the hags of hell : 
but Virtue, deſpiſed Virtue, gains lovelineſs from a 
louring providence, and treads the ſhades with 
more than mortal charms. May this reconcile me, 
and all the /9ns of Sorrow, to our appointed ſhare. 
of ſuffering! If tribulation tend to diflipate the 
inward darkneſs, and pour heavenly day upon our 
minds, welcome diſtreſs; welcome diſappointment ; 
welcome whatever our froward fleſh, or peeviſh 
paſſions, would mz/cal calamities. © Theſe light af- 
“ flictions, which are but for a moment, ſhall ſit 
ealy upon our ſpirits ; fince they befriend our know- 
ledge ; promote our faith; and ſv ““ work out for 
* us, a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
* glory. 


How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid 
and gracetul object from my ſight! It has daſhed 
the ſponge over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroy- 
ed all the delicate diſtinctions of things. Where are 


— 


now the fine tinges, which fo lately charmed me 
from the glowing parterre? the bluth is ſtruck 
out from the cheeks of the roſe, and the ſnowy hue 
is dropt from the lily. I caſt my eyes toward 

a 


2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian 
learning, tranſlates, cel)? vniebom, Quo nig majus aict aut Angi 
Poteſt. But how does the ſenſe riſe ! how is the idea enlarged, under 
two ſuch forcible exprefiions | x ve 816 reg —— 
The whole verſe 4s a maſterpiece of the beautiful antiteeſi, the live- 
ly deſcription, and the nervous diction, It is one of thoſe exquiſite 
paſſages in the inſpired writings, which, like ſome rich aromatic 
plants, cannot be transferred from their own generous and native 
ſoil, without being impaired in their vivacity, and loſing much of 
their delicacy. Perhaps, the following verfion may be ſomewhat 
leſs injurious to the ſacred original, than the common tranſlation. 
% Our very light affliction, which is but juſt for the preſent mo- 
% ment, worketh out a far more excecding, an incomparably great | 
& and eternal weight of glory,” | En 
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a magnificent ſeat ; but the aſpiring columns, and 
fair-expanded front, are mingled in rude confu- 
fon, Without the ſun, all the elegance of the 
blooming world, is a mere blank ; all the ſymmetry 
of architecture, is a ſhapeleſs heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, 
which the Sun e transfuſes into all 
that is amiable ? Was it not for JEsUs, and his me- 
rits, 1 ſhould ſigh with anguith of ſpirit; even 
while J rove through ranks of the moſt beautiful 
flowers, or breathe amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. 


Was it not ſor JEsus, and his merits, I ſhould * 


roam like ſome drſconſelate ſpectre, even through the 
ſmiles of creation, and the careſſes of fortune. My 
converſation in this world, though dreſſed in the 
moſt engaging forms of eternal pleaſure, would 
be like the paſſage of a condemned malefactor, through 
enamelled meadows, and bowers of bliſs, to be 
broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the rack. 
But a daily reflection on the Lawms's atoning blood; 
a comfortable truſt, that my foul is reconciled 
through this divine expiation; this is the ray the 
golden ray, which irradiates the face of the uni- 
verſe, This is the % of beauty, which makes all 
things wear a cheerful aſpect ; and the oi of glad- 
neſs, which diſpoſes the ſpectator to behold them 
with delight.“ This, this is the ſeczet charm, 

| | which 
Thus applied, that fine piece of Hattery, addrefled to the Ha- 
then Emperor, is ſtrictly ard literally true. | 


WVultus ubi tus 
Afulſit populo, gratior it dies, 
£t ſoles melius mitciits | Hor. 


Which I would caſt in a CE mould, and thus tranſlate : 


When Faith preſents the S1viour's death 
And whiſpers. “ This is thine 3”? 
Sweetly my riſing hours advance, 
And peacetully decline, 


While 
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which teaches Nature in all her proſpects and all 
her productions, ſo exquiſitely to pleaſe. 


Man gocth forth to his work, and to his la- 
© bour, till the evening,” But then his ſtrength 
fails; his ſpirits flag and he ſtands in need, not 
only of fome reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly 
and ſovereign refreſhments. What an admira- 
ble proviſion for this purpoſe is fleep! Sleep in- 
troduces a molt welcome vacation, both for the 
foul and body. The exerciſes of the brain, and 
the labours of the hand, are at once difcontinued, 
So that the weary limbs repair their exhauſted vi- 
gour ; while the penſive thoughts drop their load 
of forrows, and the buſy ones reſt from the fatigue 
of application. Molt reviving cordial ; equally 
beneticial to our animal and intellectual powers. 
It ſupplies the fleſhy machine, and keeps all its 
nice movements in a proper poſture for eaſy play. 
It animates the thinking faculties with freſh ala- 
crity, and rekindles their ardour for the ſtudies 
of the dawn. Without theſe enlivening recruits, 
how ſoon would the molt robuſt conſtitution be 
waſted into a walking ſkelet3n ; and the moſt learn- 
ed ſave degenerate into à r idiot Some time 
ago, I beheld with ſurp ese, poor Florio. His air 
was Wild; his countenance meagre; his thoughts 
roving, and ſpeech diſconcerted. Inquiring the 
cauſe of th:s itrange altcration, I was informed, 
that for ſeveral nights, he had not cloſed his eyes 
in ſleep, tor want of which noble reſtorative, that 
ſprightly youth, (who was once the life of the dif- 
courſe, and the dailiug vi the company) is become 
a ſpectacle of miſery and horror. 


H c 


While ſuch my vicws, the radiant ſun 
Sheds a more ſp:ightly ray; 

Each object ſmiles; all nature charms 

I ſing my cares away, 


EE —— 7˙ ͤ . — — — 
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How many of my fellow creatures are, at this 
very inſtant, confined to the bed of languiſhing, 
and complaining with that illuſtrious ſufferer of 
old.“ Weariſome nights are appointed to me!“ 
Inſtead of indulging ſoft repoſe, they are counting 
the tedious hours; telling every ſtriking clock; or 
meaſuring the very moments, by their throbbing 

ulſe. How many, haraiſed with pain, moit paſ- 
ſionately long to make ſome little truce with their 
agonies, in peaceful ſlumbers! How many, ſick 
with dr/quietude and reſtlefs even on their downy 
pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient oblivion of 
their woes, almoit at any rate — That which 
wealth cannot procure, which multitudes ſigh for 
in vain, thy Gop has beſtowed on thee, t mes out 
of number. The welcome viſitant, punctual at the 
needed hour, has entered thy chamber, and pour- 
ed his poppies round thy couch; has gently cloſed 
thy eye-l.ds, and ſhcd his lumberous dews over all 
thy ſenſes. CO, 

Since ſleep is fo abſolutely neceſſary, fo ineſtima- 
_ bly valuable, obferve what a fine apparatus al- 
mighty goodneſs has made, to accommodate us 
with the balmy blefling. With how kind a precau- 
tion, he removes whatever might obſtruct its ac- 
ceſs, or mpede its influence! He draws around us 
the curtain of darkneſs, which inclines us to a 
drowſy indolence, and conceals every object, that 
might too ſtrongly ag.iate the ſenſe. He conveys 
peace into our apartments, and impoſes: filence on 
the whole creation. Every animal is b:dden to 
tread. ſoſtly, or rather to ceaſe from its motion, 
when man eis retirii:g to his repoſe. May we net 
diſcern, in t!.is grac.ous difpotition cf things, the 
tender cares of a nurfng mther, who Futhes every 
noiſe, aid ſecludes every diſturbance, when ihe 
has laid tne child ot her love to reſt? So, by fuch 

ſoothing 
Job. vii. 3. 
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foothing circumſtances, and gently working opi- 
ates, © HE giveth to his beloved ſleep.“ * 

Another ſignal inſtance of a providence intent 
upon our welfare is, that we are preſerved ſafe in 
the hours of ſumber. How are we then loſt to all 
apprehenſion of danger, even though the murderer 
be at our bed-ſide, or his naked ſword at our 
breaſt! Deſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we 
are unable to /in of, much more to provide Jars 
our own ſecurity. At theſe moments, therefore, 
we lie open to innumerable perils; perils from the 
reſiſtleſs rage of flames; perils from the inſidious 
artifices of thieves, or the outragious violence of 
robbers; perils from the irregular workings t of 

our 


® Pſalm. cxxvii. 2. 


[+ I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watchful 
previgence, that we are not hurried into the moſt pernicious actions, 
when our imagination is hearted, and our reaſon ſtupified with 
dreams —We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſons, who 
walk ing in their ſleep, have throyn themſelves headlong from a 
window, and been daſhed to death on the pebbles. And whence is 


At, that ſuch difafiiovns accidents are only related as pieces of news, 


not experienced by ou:ſelves, or our families? Were wr minds more 
ſober in their operation, or more circumpect in their regards? No, 
verily: nothing could be more wild than their excurtions ; and 
none could be more inattentive to their own welfare. Therefore, 
if * we have laid us down and flept” in peace, it was becauſe the 
Lon p vouchſafed us the ſweet 1c feſhment 3 it © we ruſe again,“ 
in fafety, it was “ becaufe the Lox b ſuſtained us,“ with his unre- 
mitted protection. 

Will the candid reader excuſe me, if Ladd a ſhort ſtory, or ra- 
ther a matter of fa, ſuitable to the preceding remark ?— wo per- 
ſons, who had been hunting (ether in the day, flept together the 
following night. One of them was renewing the purſuit in his 
dream; and, having run the whole circle ot the chace, came at Jaft 
to the fall ofthe ſtag, Up n this ho cries. out, with a determined 
ardour, “ I'll kill him, UV bill lim i and immediately feels for 
the knife, which he carried ir his vocker, Hi: companion happen» 
ing to be awake, and obſerving what nale, le-ped from the bed, 
Being ſecure fFom danger, and theme n ug into the room, he 
ſtooc to view the event : when, 10 ii, inozprefiible ſurpriſe, the in- 
fatuated ſportſman gave ſever) dearlly flabs, inthe very place where 
2 moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay. This 
I mention, as a proof, tha: nothing hinde:s us, even from being 
aſſaſſins of obers, or muderers of curſe/ves, om jdſt the mad fallies 
of flcep, only the preventing care of our heavenly Father, 
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eur own thoughts, and eſpecially from the incur- 
ſions of our ſpiritual enemy. 

What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that 
implacable adverſary of mankind work, was there 
not an inviſible hand to control his rage, and pro- 


tet poor mortals! What ſcenes of horror might 


he repreſent to our imaginations, and “ ſcare us 
« with dreams, or terrify us with viſions !”” * But 
the Keeper of Iſrael, who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 
interpoſes in our behalf; at once to cheriſh us un- 
der his wings, and to defend us as with a ſhield. 
It is ſaid of Solomon, that threeſcore valiant men 
« were about his bed; all expert in war; every 
« one with his ſword upon his thigh, becauſe of 
« fear in the night.” F But one greater than So- 
lemon; One mightier than myriads of armed hoſts ; 
even the great JEHOVAH, in whom 1s everlaſtin 

ſtrength, he vouchſaſes to encamp about our houſes ; 
to watch over our ſleeping minutes, and to ſtop all 
the avenues of ill! O! the unwearied and conde- 


ſcending goodneſs of our Creator! who Julls us to 


our re/?, by bringing on the ſilent ſhades ; and plants 
his own ever watchful eye as our centinel, while we 
enjoy the needful repoſe. TOR 
REASON now reſigns her ſedate office; and 
Fancy, extravagant Fancy, leads the mind through 
a maze of vanity. The head is crouded with falſe 
images, and tantalized with the moſt ridiculo::s 
miſapprehenſions of things. Some are expatiating 
_ amidſt farry-fields, and gathering garlands of viſio- 
nary bliſs; while their bodies are ſtretched on a 
wiſp of ſtraw, and ſheltered by the cobwebs of a 


barn. . 


What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is in exhibiting 
viſionary repreſentations, appears from his conduct towards CHRIST 


on the high mountain; and that he is too ready, if not reſtrained 


by an over-ruling power, to employ his dexterity in affi&ing man- 

kind, is evident from his treatment of Job, See Luke iv. 5. Job 

Vii, 14. 5 
T Cant. iii, 7, 8. 


Vol. II. . 


—— „ * 
a> © _ 


* 
m—— dS,» 


> wi 


= by : ”_ 2 - 
. 8 N o - <q; 13 6 — » = 
- * Rr N lie ye > — 107 a; 2 
* * - . — 2 * _ A - 
2 . N 9 LAY * 
A „ by” y 1 & ab 447” — . 2 . 
r * * 
_— _— = _ _—_ — — 
. * fl <4 T * N - a _ - - * = = - 


— — — 
- n — — - 0 — — 8 — 
« by e * — — "= — D - 
— - N ae — DIE 8 = 
= 
— — FITS « — — — — — pg — — 
— n — — — — 
— - n — — . - —— 
1 . Y - 
þ EY — — . 
— m... —_————_ ]¶ . — —  _— — —  — — — PRINT — — 
— ———— EL — ——— Gà—ak — ” by —— — may 


angry ———ͤů were — . 


— — 


24 CONTEMPLATIONS 


barn. Others, quite inſenſible of their rooms of 


ſtate, are mourning in a doleful dungeon, or ftrug- 


gling with the raging billows. Perhaps, with haſty 


ſteps, they climb the craggy cliff; and with real 
anxiety, fly from the imaginary danger: or elſe 
benumbed with ſudden fear, and finding themſelves 
unable to eſcape, they give up at once their hopes, 
and their efforts; and, though reclined on a couch 
of ivory, are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, 
in the furious whirlpool. So unaccountable are 
the vagaries of the brain, while ſleep maintains its 


dominion over the limbs! 


But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and in- 
coherent irregularities play their magic on our 
minds? Are there not thoſe who dream, even in 
their waking moments !—Some pride themſelves in 
a notion of ſuperior excellency, becauſe the royal 
favour has annexed a few ſplendid titles to their 
names; or becauſe the dying filkworm has be- 
queathed her fineſt threads, to cover their naked- 
neſs—— Others congratulate their own ſignal hap- 
pineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are amaſſed 
together in their coffers ; or promiſe themſelves a 
molt ſuperlative felicity indeed, when ſome thou- 


ſands more are added to the uſeleſs heap. Nor are 
there wanting others, who gape after ſubſtantial ſa- 


tisfactian from airy applauſe ; and flatter themſelves 
with I know not what, immortality in the mo- 


mentary buz of renown.—Are any of theſe a whit 
more reaſonable in their opinions, than the poor 


ragged wretch in his reveries ; who, while ſnoring 
under a hedge, cxults in the poſſeſſion of his ſtately 
palace, and ſuinptuous furniture? If perſons, 
who are very vaſſals to their own domineering paſ- 
ſions, and led captive by numberleſs temptations ; 
if theſe perſons pique themſelves with a conceit of 
their liberty, and fancy themſelves the generous and 
gallant ſpirits of the age; where is the difference 
between theirs, and the madman's frenzy; who 
| though, 
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though chained to the floor, is throned in thought, 


and wielding an imaginary ſceptre ? In a word, 
as many as borrow their dignity from a plume of 
feathers, or the gaudy trappings of fortune; as 
many as ſend their ſouls to ſeek for bliſs in the 
blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort of 
the divine favour, and a well- grounded hope of 
the incorruptible inheritance ; * what are they, but 
dreamers with their eyes open; delirigus though in 
health ? 

Would you ſee their piQure drawn to the very 
life, and the ſucceſs of their ſchemes calculated 
with the utmoſt exactneſs, caſt your eye upon that 
fine repreſentation exhibited by the prophet : © Tt 
« ſhall be even as when a hungry man dreameth, 
« and behold, he eateth ; but he-awaketh, and his 
« ſoul is empty: or as when a thirity man dream- 
cc eth, and bchold, he drinketh ; but he awaketh, 
« and behold he is faint, and his ſoul hath ap- 
cc petite, 't Such is the race, and ſuch the 
prize, of all thoſe candidates for honour and joy, 
who run wide from the mark of the high calling 
of Gop, in CHRIST JESUS. They live in vanity, 
and die in woe. Awaken us, merciful Lorp, 
from theſe nzmm-tide trances! Awaken us, while 


conviction may turn to our advantage, and not 


ſerve only to increaſe our torment. O! let our 
«eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the thinvs that 
« are excellent;” and no longer be impoſed v; DON 
by fantaſtic appearances, Which, however pom Us 
they may ſeem, will prove more emp than the 
viſions of the night, more tranjient than _— dream 
that is forgotten. 


® Theſe give a ſacred and home-fclt delight, 
A ſober certainty of avaking bliſs, _ Milt, Comu:. 
+ Iſa. xxix, 8. 
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Having mentioned ſleep and dreams, let me once 
again conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our 
frame: ſo very remarkable, that I may venture to 


call them, a kind of experimental my/lery, and lit- 
.tle lefs than a ſtanding miracle. 
vigorous conſtitution, when ſtretcded on the bed of 


Behold the moſt 


caſe, and totally reſigned to the ſlumbers of the 
night. Its activity is oppreſſed with fetters of in- 
. its ſtrength is conſigned over to a tempo- 
rary annihilation ; the nerves are like a bow un- 
ſtrung, and t he whole animal ſyſtem is like a mo- 
tionleſs log. Behold a perſon of the moſt deli- 
cate ſenſations and amiable diſpeſitions. His eyes, 
though thrown wide open, admit not the viſual 
ray; at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, 
with the organs unimpaired, and articulate accents 
beating upon the drum, perceive not the ſound ; at 
leaſt, apprehend not the meaning. The ſenſes, and 
their exquiſitely fine feelings, are overwhelmed 
with an unaccquntable ſtupefaction. You call him 


a ſacral creature ; but where are his ſocial affeions ? 


He knows not the father that begat him, and takes 
no notice of the friend that is as his own ſoul. 


The wife of his boſom may expire by his fide, and 


he le more unconcerned than a barbarian. The 
children of his body may be tortured with the ſe- 
vereſt pangs ; and he, even in the ſame chamber, 
remain untouched with the leaſt commiſeration.— 
Behold the moſt ingenious ſcholar ; whoſe judgment 
is piercing, and able to trace the molt intricate dif- 


ficulties of ſcience; his taſte refined, and quick to 
reliſh all the beauties of ſentiment and compoſition. 


Yet, at this juncture, the thinking faculties are un- 
hinged, and the intellectual oeconomy quite diſcon- 
certed, Inſtead of cloſe connected reaſoning, no- 


thing but a disjointed huddle of abſurd ideas; in- 


ſtead of well digeſted principles, nothing but a diſ- 
orderly jumble of crude conceptions. The moſt 
palpable deluſions impoſe upon his . 

5 | he 
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The whole night paſſes, and he frequently miſtakes 
it for a ſingle minute; is not ſenſible of the tran- 
| ſition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. 

| Yet no ſooner does the morning dawn, and day- 
light enter the room, but this ſtrange enchantment 
vaniſhes. The man awakes, and finds himſelf poſe 
feſſed of all the valuable endowments, which, for 
ſeveral hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt. His ſinews 
are braced, and fit for action. His ſenſes are alert 
and keen, The romantic viſionary brightens into 
the maſter of reaſon. The frozen or benumbed 
affections melt with tenderneſs, and glow with be- 
nevolence. And, what is beyond meaſure ſurpriſ- 
Ing, the intoxicated mind works itſelf fober, not 
by flow degrees; but, in the /winkling of an eye, 
recovers from its perturbation. Why does not 
the ſtupor, which deadens all the nice operations 
of the animal powers, hold faſt its pofleſſion ? 
When the thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why are 
they not always in confuſion ? How is it, that they 
are rallied in a moment; and, from the wildeſt ir- 
regularity, reduced to the moſt orderly. array ?— 
From an inaQivity, reſembling death, how is the 
body ſo ſuddenly reſtored to vigour and agility ? 
From extravagancies, bordering upon madneſs, 
how is the underftanding in/tantaneouſly re-eſta- 
bliſhed, in ſedateneſs and harmony? Surely 
“ this is the Lokp's doing, and it ſhould be mar- 
“ vellous in our eyes ;” ſhould awaken our grati- 
_ tude, and inſpirit our praiſe. 


This is the time in which gs are ſuppoſed to 
make their appearance. Now the fimorous imagina- 
tion teems with phantoms, and creates numberleſs 
terrors to itſelf. Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, 
ſtalk along the gloom ; or, ſwifter than lightning, 


glide acroſs the ſhades. Now voices more than 
mortal 
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mortal“ are heard from the echoing vaults, and 
groans iſſue from the hollow tombs. Now melan- 
choly ſpectres viſit the ruins of ancient monaſteries, 
and frequent the folitary dwellings of the dead. 
They paſs and repaſs, in unſubſtantial images, a- 
long the forſaken galleries; or take their deter- 
mined ſtand over ſome lamented grave. How 
often has the ſchool-boy fetched a long circuit, 
and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid 
the haunted church-yard ? Or if neceſſity, ſad ne- 

ceſſity, has obliged him to croſs the ſpot, where 
human ſculls are lodged below, and the baleful yetus 

ſhed ſuptrnumerary horrors above, a thouſand hi- 
deous ſtories ruſh into his memory. Fear adds 
wings to his feet! he ſcarce touches the ground; 

dares not once look behind him; and bleſſes his 

good-forwne, if no frightful ſound purred at his 

heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted upon his ſight. 

It is ſtrange to obſerve the exceliive timidity, 
which poſſeſſes many people's minds, on this fan- 
ciful goon fien 5; whale they are void of all concern, 
on others of the moſt /remendaus import. "Thoſe 
who are ſtartled, in any dark and lonely walk, at 
the very apprehenſign. of a ſingle ſpectre, arc never- 
| theleſs unimpreſſed at the fure proſpect of entering 
1 into a whole world of diſembodicd beings; nay, 
wa are without any emotions of awe, though they 
know thernſelves to be haſtening into the preſence 
of the great, infinite, and eternal Spirit. Should 
lome pale meticnger from the regions of the dead, 
draw back our curtains at the hour of midnight ; 
and, appointing foine particular place, ſay, as the 


horrid 
Va queque per luces vulgo exaudita filentes 
Irgens, il fimalacra modi: pallentia miris 
Via ſub obſcurum 104. Virg. 


Thro' filent woods a diſmal voice was heard, 
And glaring ghoſts all grunly pale appear d. 
y At dulky cove! 
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horrid apparition to Brutus, I'll meet thee «there ;* 
I believe, the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething 
like a panic; would feriouſly think upon the ad- 
venture, and be in pain for the event. But, when 
a voice from heaven cries, in the awakening lan- 
guage of the prophet, © Prepare to meet thy Gop, 
« O [ſrael; t how little is the warning regarded ! 
how ſoon is it forgot! Prepoſterous ſtupidity! to 
be utterly unconcerned, where it is the trueſt wiſdom 
to take the alarm; and to be all rrepideiicn, where 
there is nothing really terrible! Do thou, my 
foul, remember thy Saviour's admonition ; “ [I will 
« ferewarn you, whom you ſhall fear. Fear nor theſe 
« imaginary horrors of the night. But Rear that 
« awtul Being, whoſe revelation of himſelf, though 
« with expreſſions of peculiar mercy, made Maſes, 
cc his favourite ſervant, tremble exceedingly ; whoſe 
“ manifeſtation, when he appears with purpoſes of 
« 1nexorable vengeance, will make mighty canguer- 


cc 
6c 


« fall on them, and the rocks to cover them ; the 
„ menace of whoſe majeſtic'eye, when he comes 
„ attended with thouſand thouſands of his immortal 
« hoſts, will make the very heavens cleave aſunder, 
and the earth flee away. O! dread RIS dil- 
« pleaſure; ſecure His favour; and then thou may{t 


6c 


« mayſt laugh at every other fear.” 


This brings to my mind a memorable and amaz- 
ing occurrence, recorded in the book of 75; % 
which is, I think, no inconſiderable proof of the 


real - 


The ſtory of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well known, Nor 


muſt it be denied, that the precife words of the 1pectre to the hero- 


were, I'll meet thee at Vhillippi.'” Rut, as this would not an- 


ſwer my purpoſe, I was obliged to make an aletation in the cir- 


Cumitance of / lace. 
+ Amos iv, 12, 


1 lob iv. 12, 14, Kc. 


ors, Who were familiar with dangers, aud e- 
ſtranged to diſmay, call upon the mountains to 


commit all thy other anxieties to the wind; thou. 
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real exiſicnce of apparitions,“ on ſome very extra- 
erdinary emergencies; while it diſcountenances 
thoſe legions of idle tales, which ſuperſtition has 
raiſed, and credulity received; ſince it teaches us, 
that if, at any time, thoſe viſitants from the un- 
known world render themſelves perceivable by 
mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolous con- 
ſequence ; but to convey zntelligences of the utmoſt 
moment, or to work impreſſions of the higheſt advan- 
tage. 

It was in the dead 5 night, All nature lay 
ſhrouded in darkneſs. Every creature was buried 
in ſleep. The moſt profound ſilence reigned through 
the univerſe. In theſe ſolemn moments, Eliphax 
alone, all wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing upon 
ſublime and heavenly ſubjects. When lo! an 
awful being, from the inviſible realms, burſt into 
his apartment, f A ſpirit paſſed before his face. 

Aſtoniſh- 


is a proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions,” —— If the 
Tenſe in which I have always underftood this paſſage be true, Eli- 
phaz, I apprehend, was neither in a trance nor ina dream, but per- 
fectly awake, Though he ſpeaks of ſleep, he ſpeaks of it as fal- 
len not upon bimſe/f, but upon other men, He does not mention 


dreams though MN ſomnia, would have ſuited the verſe (if the 
| book be in metre) altogether as well as MINN wi/ſores. It could 


not, ſurely be a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word : Becauſe the 
c ircumſtance of anding till, is not fo compatible with the nature 
of a wind ; and a wind would have paſſed above him, all around 
bim, as well as before him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, 
and how unworthy of-a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that he 
*4 could not diſcern the form”” of a wind. It ſeems therefore 
to have been a real ſpirit, either angelical, as were thoſe which pre- 
ſented themſelves to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and 
to Lot fittmg in the gate of Sodom; or elſe the ſpirit of ſome de- 
parted ſaint, as in the caſe of Samuel's apparition, or the famous 
appearance of Moſes and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration ;— 
a ſpirit aſſuming ſome vebicle, in order to become viſible to the 
human eye: which, accordingly, Eliphaz ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as 
an object of fight ; but ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſtinctly, that he 
was not able, either to deſcribe its aſpe#, or to diſcern abbon it re- 

ſembled. | | 
F I have given this ſolemn picture a ern dreſs, rather for the 
Jake of variety and illuſtration, than from any apprehenlion of im- 
| | proving 
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Aſtoniſhment ſeized the beholder. His bones ſhi- 
vered within him ; his fleſh trembled all over him; 
and the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. 
Sudden and unexpected was the appearance of 
the phantom; not ſuch its departure. It flozd fill 
to preſent itſelf more fully to his view. It made a 
folemn pauſe, to prepare his mind for ſome mo- 
mentous meſſage. —— After which, a voice was 
heard: A voice, for the importance of its mean- 
ing, worthy to be had in everlaſting remembrance ; 
for the ſolemnity of its delivery, enough to alarm. 
a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was the pur- 
port of its words: « Shall man, frail man, be 
« juſt before the mighty GoD ? Shall even the moſt 
c accomplithed of mortals be pure in the fight of 
« his Maker? * Behold, and confider it attentively. 
« He put no ſuch truft in his moſt exalted ſervants, 
as ſhould beſpeak them incapable of defect. 
% And his very angels he charged with felly ; as ſink- 
c ing, even in the higheſt perfection of their ho- 
5 lineſs, infinitely beneath his tranſcendent glories, 
| 66 as 


proving the admirable original. Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, 
would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer gold, or paint the 
diamond, The deſcription in Eliphaz's own language, is awful and 


affecting to the laſt degree; a night-piece, dreſſed in all the circum- 


ſtances of the deepeſt horror. I queſtion whether Shakeſpear him- 
Telf, though ſo peculiarly happy for his great command of terrify- 
ing images, has any thing ſuperior, or comparable, to this, The 
Judges of fine compoſition ſee the maſterly ſtrokes ; and, I believe, 
the moſt ordinary reader e them chilling Nis blood, and awaken- 
ing emotions of dread in his mind. | 


There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the 


Hebrew words yy and ; which I have endeavoured to preſerve 


by a ſort of paraphraſtic verflon.- The reader will obſerve a new 
turn given to the ſentiment, preferable, I think to that which our 
Engliſh tranſlation exhibits, Not, “ Shall man be more juſt than 
1 Gop?” But, “ Shall man be juſt before, or in the ſight of 
« Gop?” The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth incom pa- 
rably more weighty and needſul to be inculcated; a truth exactly 
parallel to that humbling confeſſion of the prophet. We are alt 


4 as an unclean thing?“ And to that ſolemn decliration.. of cha 


Wfalmiſt, In thy ſight (hall ES, livipg beguſtified,” 
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« as falling, even in all the fidelity of their obedi- 
« ence, inexpreſſibly fhort of the homage due to 
« his adorable Majeſty. If angelic natures muſt 
„not preſume to juſtify either themſelves or their 
% ſervices before nncreated purity ; how much more 
« abſurd is fuch a notion, how much more impi- 
« ous ſuch an attempt, in hem that dwell in houſes 
« of clay; whoſe original is from the duſt, and 
« whoſe ſlate is all imperfection!“ | 
I would obſerve from hence, the. very ſingular 
neceſſity of that poverty of ſpirit, which entirely 
renounces its own attainments, and molt thankfully 
ful mitsto the righteouſneſs of the incarnate. Gop, 
Io inculcate this leflon, the Son of the Bleſſed 
came down from heaven, and preſfſed no other 
rinciple, with fo repeated an importunity, “ on 
bis hearers. To inftill the ſame doctrine, . Ho- 
LY GHrosT touched the lips of the apoſtles, with 
facred eloquence : and made it an eminent part of 
their commiſſion, “ to demotiſh every high imagi- 
© nation.” That no expedient might be wanting, 
to give it a deep and laſting efficacy on the human 
mind, a phantom ariſes from the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, or a teacher deſcends from the habi- 
ration of ſpirits. Whatever then we neglect, 
let us not neglect to cultivate ig grace, which has 
been ſo variouſly taught, ſo powertully enforced. 


Hark! a dzleful voice With ſudden ſtarts, and 
hideous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the 
peaceful night. It is the ſcreech owl, ſometimes in 
trantic, ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering 

| 7; her 


* Tr bs well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent com- 
mentator, that no one ſenterce uttered by our LoRD is ſo fre- 
quently repeated as this; Whoſoever ſhall ezalt himſelf ſhall be 
% abaſed; and he that ſhall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted.“ 
Which often occurs in the evangelifts; but is rever duly accom» 
pliſhed in us, ll we diſclaim all pretenſfion to merit and righteouſs 
neſs of our own, and ſcek them only in the atonement and obedi- 


arte Cf JESUS CAR 7: 
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her woes. * She flies the vocal grove and ſhuns 
the ſociety of all the feathered choir, The bloom- 
ing gardens, and flowery meads, have no charms 
for her. Obſcene ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls 


overgrown with ivy, are her favourite haunts. A- 


bove, the!mouldering precipice nods, and threatens: 
a fall ; below, the toad crawls, or the poiſonous 
adder hiſſes. "The ſprightly morning, which awa- 
kens other animals into joy, ad: miniſters no plca- 
ſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the ſmiling face 
of day is her averſion, and all its lovely ſcenes: 
create nothing but uncaſineſs. 

So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungodly, were 
it poſſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte 
and bright abodes of endlefs felicity. They would; 
find nothing but diſappointment and ſhame, even: 
at the fountain head of happineſs and honour.— 


For how could tie tongue habituated to prs Yam 


neſs, taſte any delight in the harmonious adorations 
of heaven? how could the lips, cankered with 
ſlander, reliſh the raptures of everlaiting praiſe? 
where would be the ſatisfaction of the van Deautyy 


or the ſupercilious grandes? ſince, in the temple of 


the ſkies, no incenſe of flattery would be addrefied 
to the former, nor any obſequious homage paid to 
the latter. 
ty of the bleſſed Goo, would faſþ confuſion on 
the laſcivious eye. The envious mind mult be on 
a rack of ſelf-tormenting paſſions, to obſerve mil- 
lions of happy beings, ſhining i in the perfections of 
glory, and folacing themſclyes in the fulneſs of 


joy 


* Selaque culminiòus ferali carmiue N 
Sape queri, longaſque in ſietum ducere Voces, 
-Perch'd on the roof the bird of night complains, 
In one ſad length of melancho!y frains. 


Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient poets, 
that moſt conſummate maiter of elegance and accuracy ; a!l whoſe 


' ſentiments are nature, whoſe every deſcription is a picture, whoſe 


whole language is mMulicsV 1A GIL, 
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1 CONTEMPLATIONS 
Joy. In ſhort, the unſanctified ſoul, amidſt holy 


and triumphant ſpirits, even in the refined regions of 
bliſs and immortality, would be like this melancholy 
bird, diladged from her darkſome retirement, and 
 #mpriſoned under the beams of day.“ 9 
The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our win- 
dows, or of the raven croaking over our houſes, 
is, they ſay, a 7oken of approaching death. There 
are perſons who would regard ſuch an incident, 
with no ſmall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is, 
it would damp their ſpirits, perhaps break their 
reſt One cannot but wonder, that people ſhould 
ſuffer themſelves to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical 
and yet be quite unaffected with real preſages of 
their diſſolution. Real preſages of this awful event, 
addreſs us from every quarter. What are theſe 
incumbent glooms, which overwhelm the world, but 
a kind of pall provided for nature; and an image 
of that long night, which will quickly cover the 
inhabitants of the whole earth? What an affinity 
has the ſleep, T which will very ſoon weigh down 
my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of entire ceſſa- 
tion, in which all my ſenſes mult be laid aſide! The 
flent chamber, and the bed of {lumber, are a ve- 


Ty 
I would beg of- che reader to obſerve, with what emphaſis and 
propriety our IL. ox D touches this important point, in his memor- 
able reply to Nicodemus 3 “ Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except 
4% a man be born again, he CANNOT enter into the kingdom of 
% heaven.” 4. d. I wave the authority of the ſupreme judge, and 
Tpeak with the condeſcenſion of a teacher in Iſrael, Though I might, 
withoutheing liable to the leaſt control, paſs it into a ſovereign de- 
cree, that unrenewed mortals, who are flaves to corrupt appetite, 
SHALL NOT enter the hahitations of the juſt; I rather chuſe to 
repreſent it as a caſe utterly impoſſible, and charge the calamity, not 
upon divine ſeverity, but upon human folly. Such perſons, from 
the very nature of things, preclude themſelves ; they incapacitate 
their own minds; and contrarieties muſt be reconciled, before they, 
ſt in their unregenerate condition, can be partakers of thoſe ſpiritual 
| and ſublime delights. John iii. 3. | | 
11 + Et conſanguineus letbi ſopor. 
And Ceath's half brother, Sleep. 


Virg⸗ 
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ry ſignificant repreſentation of the land, where all 
things are huſhed, all things are forgotten.- | 
What meant that deep death-bell note, which, the 
other evening, ſaddened the air ? Laden with hea- 
vieſt accents, it ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to 
knock at the door of our hearts. Surely it brought 
a meſſage to ſurviving mortals, and thus the tid- 
ings ran: „ Mortals, the deſtroyer of your race 
« is on his way. The laſt enemy has begun the 
<< purſuit, and is gaining ground upon you, every 
« moment. His paths are ſtrewed with heaps of 
ſlain. Even now his javelin has laid one of your 
neighbours in the duſt; and will ſoon, very 
ſoon, aim the zncwitable blow at each of your 
cc lives. oh 
We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor 
carry our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead, 
in order to find memorials for our impending 
doom. A multitude of theſe remembrancers are 
planted in our paths, and point the heedleſs 
paſſengers to their long home. I can hardly enter 
a conſiderable town, but T meet the funeral pro- 


ceſſion, or the mourners going about the ſtreets. 


The hatchment ſuſpended on the wall, or the crape 
ſtreaming in the air, are ſilent intimations, that 
both rich and poor have been emptying their houſes, 
and repleniſhing their ſepulchres. I can ſearce join 
in any converſation, but mention is made of ſome 
that are given over by. the phyſician, and hoverin 

on the confines of eternity; of others that have 


Juſt dropt their clay amid{t weeping friends, and 


are gone to appear before the Judge of all the earth. 
"There is not a news-paper comes to my hand, but, 
amidſt all its entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral 
ſerious lectures of mortality, What elſe are the 
repeated accounts—of age worn out by flow con- 


_— ſickneſſes of youth daſhed to pieces by 


ſome ſudden ſtroke of caſualty of patriots ex- 
changing their ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging in 
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the tomb of miſers reſigning their breath, and 
(O relentleſs deſtiny !) leaving their very riches for 
others? Even the vehicles of our amuſement are 
regiſters of the deccaſed, and the voice of fame 
ſeldom ſounds but in concert with a &nuell. 

Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo much 
as the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are 
the decorations of our public buildings, and the 
molt elegant furniture of our parlours, but the 
imagery of death, and trophies of the tomb? 
That marble buſt, and thoſe gilded piAtnres, how 
folemnly they recognize the fate of others, and 
ſpeakingly remind us of our own 1 fee, I hear, 
and O] 1 feel this great truth. It is interwoven 
with my conſtitution. The frequent decays of the 
ſtructure foretel its final ruin. What are all the 
pains that have been darted through my limbs, 
what every diſeaſe that has aſſaulted my health, 
but the advanced guards of the foe? What are the 


languors and wearineſs that attend the labours of 
each revolving day, but the more ſecret practices 


of the adverſary, ſlowly underminirg the earthly 
tabernacle ? | 

Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thought- 
leſs and unconcerned? Can nonc of theſe prog- 
noſtics, which are ſure as oracles, awaken our at- 
tention, and engage our circumſpection? Noah, 
it is written, “being warned of Gop, prepared an 
ark.“ Imitate, my foul, imitate this excellent 
example. Admoniſhed by ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, 
be continually putting thyſelf in a readineſs for the 


laſt change. Let not that day, of which thou haſt 


ſo many infallible ſigns, come upon thee unawares. 
Get the iy untwined, and thy affections diſentan- 
led from this inchanting world, that thou mayſt 
be able to quit it without reluctance, Get the 
dreadful hand writing cancelled, and all thy {fins 
blotted out; that thou mayſt depart in peace, and 

have nothing to fear at the decilive tribunal. 1211 
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O! get thyſelf intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, 
and transformed into his facred zmage ; then ſhalt 
thou be meet for the inheritance of ſaints in light, 
and mayſt even deſire to be diffolved, and to be with 
CHRIST. 


Sometimes, in my evening walk, I have heard 


« The wakeful bird 
“Sing darkling, and in ſhadieſt covert hid, 
Tune her nocturnal note.” * 


How different the airs of this charming fongſter, 
from thoſe harſh and boding outcries ! The little 
creature ran through all the variations of mulic ; 
and ſhewed herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, which 
conſtitutes or embelliſhes harmony. Sometimes 
ſhe ſwells a manly throat, and her ſong kindles in- 
to ardor, The tone is fo bald, and ſtrikes with 
ſuch energy, you would imagine the ſprightly ſe- 
renader in the very next thicket. Anon the {train 
languiſhes, and the mournful warbler melts into 
tenderneſs. The melancholy notes juſt ſteal upon 
the ſhades, and faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft 
and ſadly plealing accents, they ſeem to die along 


the diſtant vale. Silence is pleaſed, and Night liſ- 


tens to the trilling tale. 
What an invitation is this, to ſlip away from the 


thronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtretl en- 


tertains only the /avers of retirement. Thoſe who 


are carouſing over their bowls, or ranting at the 


riotous club, loſe this feaſt of harmony. In 
like manner, the pleaſures of religion, and the joy 
of reconciliation with Gop ; the ſatisfactions ari- 
ling from an eſtabliſhed intereit in CHRIST, and 
from the proſpe& of a bliſsful immortality ; theſe 
are all loſt to the mind that is ever in the croud ; 


Milt. Par. Loft, B, III. I. 38. 
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and dares not, or delights not, to retire into it- 
ſelf. —Are we charmed with the nightingale's 
ſong? do we wiſh to have it nearer, and hear it 
oftner? Let us ſeek a renewed heart, and a reſign- 
ed will; a conſcience that whiſpers peace, and paſ- 
ſions that are tuned by grace. Then ſhall we never 
want a melody in our own breaſts, far more mu- 
_fically pleafing than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 
As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the 
circumſtances of thoſe few perſons who continue 

awake. Some are ſquandering pearls, ſhall 1 
ſay, or kingdoms? No; but what is unſpeakably 
more precious, time ſquandering this ineſtimable 
talent, with the moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodi- 
gality. Not content with allowing a few ſpare mi- 
ates, for the purpoſe of neceſſary recreation; they 
laviſh many hours, devote whole nights, to that 
idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ranging, and detaching 
a ſet of painted palteboards. Others, inſtead of 
this buſy trifling, act the part of their own tor- 
Mentors. They even piquet themſelves, * and call 
it amuſement ; they are torn by wild horſes, yet 
term it a ſport. What elſe 1s the gameſter's prac- 
- tice? His mind is ſtretched on the tenter-hooks of 
anxious ſuſpenſe, and agitated by the fierceſt ex- 
tremes of hope and fear. While the dice are rat- 
tling, his heart is throbbing ; his fortune is totter- 
ing; and poſſibly, at the very next throw, the one 
Jinks in the gulf of ruin, the other is hurried into 
the rage of diſtraction. . . | 
Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and 

the lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of 
_feckneſs; Where they are conſtrained, either to 
plunge into the everlaſting world, in an unprepared 

condition; or elſe (ſad alternative!) to think over 
all the follies of a heedleſs life, and all the mo 

| ne 


* Alluding to a very painful puniſlnent inflicted on delinguente 
among the ſoldiery, e 2, | | 


ON THE NIGHT. 49 


neſs of approaching death. The diſeaſe rages ; it 
baffles the force of medicine; and urges the reluc- 
tant wretch, to the brink of the precipice; while 
furies rouſe the conſcience, and point at the bot- 
tomleſs pit below. Perhaps, his drooping mother, 
deprived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, 
and bereft of all her other offspring, 1s even now 
receiving the blow which conſummates her calami- 
ties. * In vain ſhe tries to aſſuage the ſorrows of 
a beloved ſon; in vain ſhe attempts, with her ten- 
der offices, to prolong a lite dearer than her own, 
He faints in her arms; he bows his head; he links 
in death. Fatal, doubly fatal, that laſt expiring 
pang ! While it diſlodges the unwilling ſoul, it 
rends an only child, from the yearning embraces of 
a parent; and tears away the ſupport of her age, 
from a diſconſolate widow. | 


While 7hs/e long for a reprieve, others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs 
impatience, they ſigh for diſſolution ; ſome pining 
away under the tedious decays of an incurable con- 
ſumption, or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffo- 
cated, by an inundation of dropfical waters. 1 On 
ome 


® This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning-pieces ex- 
tant, in the productions of the pen. The ſacred hiſtorian paints in 

all the fimplicity of ftile, yet with all the ſtrength of colouring. — 
When Ixsus came nigh to the gate of the city, behold ! there 
*© was a dead man carried out, the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe 
© was a widow,” What a gradation is here! how pathetically 
beautiful! Every freſh circumſtance widens the wound, aggra- 
vates the calamity, till the deſcription is worked up into the moſt 
finiſhed picture of exquiſite and inconſolable diſtreſs. He was a 
young man; cut off in the flower of life, amidſt a thouſand gay ex- 
pectations and ſmiling hopes; a ſon, an only ſon ; the afflicted mo- 
ther's all: ſo that none remained to preſerve the name, or perpe- 
tuate the family. What rendered the caſe ſtill more deplorable, ſe 
was a wid: ; left entirely deſolate ; abandoned to her woes; with- 
out any to ſhare her ſorrows, or to comfort her under the irrepar— 
able loſs. Is not this a fine ſketch of the impaſſionate and pictu- 
reſaue? Who can conſider the narrative with any attention, and not 
feel his heart penetrated with a tender commiſeration, Luke vii, 12. 
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ſome a relentleſs cancer has faſtened its envenomed 
teeth; and is knawing them, though in the midſt 
of bodily vigour, in the midſt of pitying friends, 
gradually to death. Others are on a rack of ago- 
nies, by convulſive fits of the hne. O! how the 
pain writhes their limbs; how the ſweat bedews 
their fleſh ; and their eyeballs wildly roll! Me- 
thinks, the Night condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed 
children, and ſheds dewy tears over their forrow- 
ful abodes.—But of all mortals, they are the moſt 
exquilitely miſerable, who groan beneath the preſ- 
ſure of a melancholy mind, or ſmart under the 
laſhes of a reſentful conſcience. "Though robed in 
ermine, or covered with jewels, the {tate of a ſlave 
chained to the galleys, or of an exile condemned 
to the mines, is a perfect paradiſe compared with: 
theirs. - 

O! that the wotaries of Mirth, whoſe life is a 
continued round of merriment and whim, would 
beſtow one ſerious reflection on this variety of hu- 
man ves] It might teach them to be leſs ena- 
moured with the few languid ſweets, that are thin- 
ly ſcattered through this vale of tears, and envi- 
roned with ſuch a multitude of ragged thorns. Tt 
might teach them, no longer to dance away their 
years, with a giddy rambling impulſe ; but to aſpire, 
with a determined aim, after thoſe happy regions 
where delights, abundant and unembittered, flow. 

Can there be circumſtances which a man of wiſ-- 
dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe 
ſeveral inftances of grievous tribulation ? There 
are, and, what is very aſtoniſhing, they are tre- 
quently the deſire and the choice of thoſe who fan- 
cy themſelves the ſole heirs of happineſs. "Thoſe 
I mean, who are launching out into the depths of 
extravagance and running exceſſive lengths of 7:9 : 
who are proſtituting their reputation, and facrihc- 
ing their peace, to the gratification of their luſts; 
ſapping the foundation of their health, in debauch- 

| exies; 
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eries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their fami- 
lies, in their bowls ; and, what is worſe, are for— 
feiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the ſordid 
ſatisfactions of the beaſt, for the 7ranſi/ory fenſa- 
tions of an hour. —Ye flaves of appetite, how far 
am I from envying your groſs ſenſualities, and vo- 
luptuous revels! Little, ah] little are you ſenſible, 
that while indulgence ihowers her roſes, and Lux- 
ury diffuſes her odours, they ſcatter poiſons alſo, 
and ſhed unheeded an?: * Evils incomparabl 
more malignant, than the wormwood and gall of 
the ſharpeſt affliction. — Since death 1s in the 
drunkard's cup, and worſe than poniards in the 
harlot's embrace, may it ever be the privilege of the 
man whom I love, to go without his ſhare of theſe 
peſtilent fweets ! . | 


Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, 


and twinkle under the hedges. I {uppole they are 
the glaw-worms, which have lighted their little 
lamps, and obtained leave, through the abſence of 
the ſan, to play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer 
juſt ſerves to render them perceivable, without 
tending at all to diilipate the ſhades, or making any 
amends for the departed day.——Should ſome 
weather-beaten traveller, dropping with wet, and 


ſhivering with cold, hover round this mimicry of 


fire, in order to dry his garments, and warm his 


benumbed limbs; thould ſome bewildered traveller, 
_ groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night and track- 
lefs deſert, take one of theſe languid tapers, as a 
light to his feet and a lantern to his paths; how 
TM | certainly 
Ves; in the flow'rs that wreathe the ſpaikling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and pois'nous ſerpents roli, 


Nam ſuave eft ſuavitatious iſtis carcre! was St. Augutine's 


pious exclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr. Pope has ezpicfied* 


with more ſimplicity, and wich no leſs dignity, 


„ Count all the advantage proſp'rous Vice attains, | 
& *Tis but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains.“ 
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certainly would both the one and the other he 
fruſtrated of their expectations! And are they 
more likely to ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſove- 
reign balm, which diſtilled from the croſs, apply 
any carnal diverſion, to heal the anxiety of the 
mind ? who, deaf to the infallible decifions of re- 
velation, reſign themſelves over to the erroneous 
conjectures of reaſon, in order to find the way that 
leadeth unto life? or laſtly, who have recourſe to 
the froth of this vain world, for a ſatisfactory por- 
tion, and a ſubſtantial happineſs? Their conduct 
is in no degree wiſer, their diſappointment equal] 
ſure, and their miſcarriage infinitely more dial. 
trous. To ſpeak in the delicate language of a ſa- 
« cred writer, “they ſow the wind, and will reap 
« the whirlwind. “ 

To ſpeak more plainly; the pleaſures of the 
world, which we are al} ſo prone to doat upon; and 
the powers of fallen reaſon, which ſome are ſo apt 
to idolize, f are not only vain, but treacherous. 
Not only a painted flame, like theſe ſparkling . 

mals; 


* Ho. viii. 7. 


+ T hope it will be obſerved, that I am far from decrying that 


noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere; when 
acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of heaven. 
While ſhe exerciſes her powers within theſe appointed limits, ſhe is 


unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too induſtriouſly culcivated. 
— But when ſhe ſcts up herſelf in proud contradiſtin tien to the ſacred 
oracles: when, all- arrogant and ſelf ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word 
ef ſcripture, 5* I have no need of thee” ſhe is then, I muſt be 
bold to maintain, not only a glew-worm, but an ignis fatuus : not 
only a bubble, but a ſnare, | | 


May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety, and without 


the leaſt limitation, be applied to the generality of our moders ro- 


mances, novels, and theatrical entertainments? Theſe are com- 
monly calevlated to inflame a wanton fancy. Or, if conducted with 
ſo much modeſty as not to debauch the affections, they pervert the 
judgment, and bewilder the taſte. By their incredible adventures, 
their extravagant parade of gallantry, and their characters widely 
different from truth and nature; they inſpire fooliſh conceits, beget 
idle expectations, introduce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory, and indiſ- 
poſe their admirers to acquieſce in the decent Civilities, or torelifh 
the ſober ſatisfactions of common life, l 
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mals; but much like thoſe unQtuous exhalations, 
which ariſe from the marſhy ground, and often 
dance before the eyes of the benighted wayfaring 
man. Kindled into a fort of fire, they perſonate 
a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice ; but, blaz- 
ing with delufive light, miſlead their follower into 
hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathomable 
gulfs; where, far from his beloved friends, far 
from all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is 
{ſwallowed up, and loſt. 


Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious flar took 
its _— route through thoſe coaſts ; and trailed, 
as it paſſed, a tremendous length of fire, almoſt 


over half the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the 


portentous ſtranger, with much the ſame anxious 
amazement, as Bel/hazzer beheld the hand-writing 


upon the wall. Some looked upon it as a blogdy- 


flag,* hung out by divine reſentment, over a guilty 


world. Some read, in its glaring viſage, the fate 


of nations, and the fall of kingdoms. 1 To others 
it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake, peſtilence and war 
from its horrid hair.—For my part, I am not ſo 
ſurperſtitious as to regard what every aſtrologer has 
to prognoſticate, upon the acceſſion of a comet, or 
the projection of its huge vapeury train. Nothing 


can be more precarious and unjuſtifiable, than to 


draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch events; fince 
they neither are preternatural effects, not do they 


throw 
* Liquida ſi quando nocte cometæ | 
Sangumei lugubre rubent. Virg. 
The direful comet, with portentous light, 
And bale ful beams, glares dreadful in the night, 
+ —————Crinemque timendi | | 
Sideris, et terris mutantem regna cemetem. Lucan, 


Then horrid comets ſhook their fatal hair, 
And bade proud royalty for change prepare. 
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throw the frame of things into any diſorder, T 
would rather adore that omnipotent Being, who 
rolled thoſe: ſtupendous orbs from his creating 
hand, and leads them, by his providential eye, 
through unmeaſurable tracts of æther: who bids 
them now approach the ſun, and glow with unſuf- 
ferable ardor; * now retreat to the utmoſt bounds 
of our planetary ſyſtem, and make their entry among 
other worlds. 

They are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from 
the charge of cauſing, or being acceſſary to deſo- 
lating plagues. Would to GOD, there were no 
other more formidable indications of approaching 
judoments, or impending ruin! But, alas! when 
vice becomes predominant, and irreligion almoſt 
epidemical : when the ſabbaths of a jealous GOD 
are notoriouſly profaned; and that “ name, which 
« 1s great, wonderful, and holy,” is proſtituted to 
the meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt execrable pur- 
poſes; when the worſhip of our great Creator and 


Preſerver is baniſhed from many of the moſt con- 


ſpicurus families 5 and it is deemed a piece of rude 
impertinence, ſo much as to mention the gracious 
Redeemer, in our genteel interviews : when it paſles 
for an elegant freedom of behaviour, to ridicule 
the myſteries of Chriſtianity ; and a ſpecies of re- 
fined converſation, to taint the air with laſcivious 
hints: when thoſe who fit in the ſcorner's chair, 
fin with a high-hand ; and many of thoſe who wear 
the profeſſor's garb, are deſtitute of the power, and 
content themſelves with the mere form of godli- 
neſs : when ſuch is the ſtate of a community, there 
is reaſon, too apparent reaſon, to be horribly 

r afraid. 


e The comet in the year 1680, accord ing to Sir Iſaac Newton's 
& computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 times 
« nearer the ſun than the carth is. Conſequently, its heat was then 
«© 23,000 times greater than that of ſummer, So that a ball of iron 
« as big as the earth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 
% $0,000 Jears,” Des. Aſtro-Theol. p. 237. | 
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afraid. Such phanmina, abounding in the moral 
world, are not fanciful, but real omens. Will not 
an injured GOD „ be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
« this?“ Will he not be provoked, to“ ſweep it 
« with the beſom of deſtruction ?“ * 

O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would 
lay theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The 
Lokp of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil 
diſcord to return into its ſheath, But have we re- 
turned every one from his evi] ways? Are we be- 
come a renewed people, devoted to a dying Savi- 
our, and zealous of good works *—W hat mean 
thoſe peals of ſobs, which burit from the expiring 
cattle * what mean thoſe melancholy moans, where 
the luſty droves were wont to low? F what mean 
thoſe arrows of untimely death, diſcharged on our 
innocent and uſeful animals ? 

No wantonneſs or floth has vitiated the blood a 
theſe laborious, temperate creatures. They have 
contracted no diſeaſe, from unſeaſonable indulgen- 
ces, and inordinate revellings. The pure ſtream is 
their drink, the ſimple herb their repaſt. Neither 
care diſturbs their fleep, nor paſſion inflames their 
breaſt, Whence then are they viſited with ſuch 
terrible diſorders, as no prudence can prevent, nor 
any medicines heal ?—Surely, theſe calamities are 
the weapons of divine diſpleaſure, and manifeſt 

chaſtiſe- 


* Ifa. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Babylon, 
denounces this threatening, ** I will ſweep it with the beſom of de- 
* ſtruction,” What a noble, but dreadful i image, is here ! how 
ſtrongly and awfully pourtrayed ! ' how pregnant alſo in its ſignifica- 
tion! intimating the wile nature, and expreſſing che total extirpation 
©: this wicked people; ; at the ſame time ſuggeſting the perfect eaſe, 


with which che righteous GOD would execute his intended venge- 
ance, 


F If theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to outlive their author, 
Perhaps it may be needful to inform poſterity, that the above men- 
toned hints allude to a moſt terrible, contagious, and mortal di/em- 
Per, raging among the borned cattle, in various parts of the Kingdom. 
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chaſtiſements of an evil generation. * Surely Gop, 
the «© Gop to whom vengeance belongeth,” has 
{till a controverſy with our ſinful land. And who 
can tell, where the viſitation will end ? what a ſtorm 


may follow theſe preluſive drops? O!] that we 
may *© hear the rod, and who hath appointed it!“ 
Taught by theſe penal effe&s of our diſobedience, 
may we remove the accurſed thing + from our tents, 
our practices, our hearts! May we turn from all 
ungodlineſs, before wrath come upon us to the ut- 
termoſt, before iniquity prove our ruin! 


Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt remark- 
able ſight amuſes the curious, and alarms the vul- 
gar. A blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or 
ome very extraordinary lights are refracted, in the 
quarters of the North. The ſtreams of radiance, 
like legions ruſhing to the engagement, meet and 
mingle, inſomuch that the air ſeems to be all con- 
flicting fire. Within a while they ſtart from one 
another; and, like legions in precipitate flight, 
ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through the firmament. 


Now they are quieſcent ; anon they are thrown into 


a quivering motion; preſently the whole horizon is 
illuminated with the glancing flames. Sometimes, 

with an aſpect awfully ludicrous, they repreſent ex- 
travagant and antic vagaries. At other times, you 


would ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was playing 


off the dumb artillery of the ſires ; and, by a ſtrange 


expedient, giving us the flaſh, without the * 
e 


Hinc lætis vituli vulgo moriuntur in berbis, 
Et dulces animas plena ad pr ſepia reddunt. 
Balatu hinc pecorum, et crebris mugitibus amnes, 
Arenteſque ſonant ripe, colleſque ſupini. Virg. 
O'er flowery meads, or at the plenteous ſtall, 
In lifeleſs heaps the calves and heifers fall ; 
While lowings loud, and many a mournful bleat, 
The withering banks and hanging hills repeat. 


* Joſh, vi. 18, 


% 
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The villagers gaze at the ſpcQacle, firſt with 


wonder, then with horror. A general panic ſeizes 
the country. Every heart throbs, and every face 
is pale. The crouds that flock together, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, increaſe the dread. They catch con- 
tagion from each other's looks and words ; while 
fear is in every eye, and every tongue ſpeaks the 
language of terror. Some ſee hideous ſhapes ; ar- 
mies mixing in fierce encounter, or fields ſwimming 
with blood. Some foreſee direful events ; ſtates 
overthrown, or mighty raonarchs tottering on their 
thrones, Others, ſcared with {till more frighttul 
apprehenſions, think of nothing but the day of 
doom. © Sure,” ſays one, “ the unalterable hour 
« js ſtruck, and the end of all things come.—See,” 
replies another, “how the blaſted ſtars look wan! 
« Are not theſe the ſigns of the Son of man, com- 
« ing in the clouds of heaven ?—]esvs prepare 
« us” (cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) 
« for the Archangel's trump, and the great tri- 
„ bunal!” | 1 

If this waving brigntneſs, which plays innocently 
over our heads, be fo amazing to multitudes, what 
inexpreſſible conſternation muſt overwhelm un- 
thinking mortals, when the general conflagratiin 


commences! The day, the dreadtul day, is ap- 


proaching ; “ in which the heavens thall paſs away 
wich a great noiſe, * and the elements ſhalt melt 


« With 


2 2 Pet. iii, 10. I have often thought this verſe an eminent 
inftance of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the very 
und bears a ſort of fignificancy ; at leait, carries an exact corre- 
ſpondence with the ſenſe. The original expreſfion—:0;Cg%y 
is one of the hoarſeft and deepeſt words in language. Nothing 


could be more exquiſitely adapted to aſſect the car, as well as im- 


preſs the imagination, with the wreck of nature, and the craſh of a 
falling world, I ſcarce ever read this clauſe, but it brings to 
my mind that admired deſcription in Milton : 


On a ſudden open fly, | 
Wich impetuous recoil, and jarring ſound, 


Vol. II. +M 
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« with fervent heat; the earth alſo, and all the 
& works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” That 
mighty hand, which once opened the widows from 
on high, and broke up the fountains of the great 
deep, will then unlock all the magizines of fire, and 
pour a ſecond deluge upon the earth. The venge- 
ful flames, kindled by the breath of the Almighty, 
ſpread themſelves from the centre to the circumfe- 
rence. Nothing can withſtand their impetuoſity; 
nothing can eſcape their rage. Univerſal deſolation 
attends their progreſs. Magnificent palaces, and 
ſolemn temples, are laid in aſhes. Spacious cities, 
and impregnable towers, are mingled in one ſmok- 
ing maſs. Not only the productions of human art, 


but the works of almighty power, are ſuel for the 


devouring element. The everlaſting mountains melt 
Jikethe ſnows which cover their ſummit, Even vaſt 
oceans ſerve only to augment the inconceivable ra- 
Pidity and fury of the blaze. O! how ſhall I, or 
others, ſtand undiſmayed amidſt the glare of a burn- 


ing world, unleſs the LORD JErovan be our de- 


fence? How ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, when 
the globe itſelf is linking in a fiery ruin, unleſs the 
Rock of ages be our ſupport ? 

Behold ! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The mn 
is making her entry on the eaſtern ſky. See her 
Tiling in clouded majeſty ! opening, as it were, and 
aſſerting her original commiſſion to rule over the 
night. All grand and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied 
in her aſpect. However, ſhe br:gntens as ſhe advan- 
ces and grows clearer as ſhe climbs higher. Till 
at length, her ſilver loſes all its droſs ; ſhe unveils 
= her 


Th? infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 1 
Harſh thunder Book II. I. 879. 


It is a pleaſing employ, and a very laudable oſſice of true criticiſm, 
to point out theſe inferior recommendations of the ſacred claſſics. 
Though, I believe the inſpired writers themſelves, amidft all the 
elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, diſdained a ſcrupu- 
Ious attention to ſuch little niceties of ſtyle, | 


* 
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her peerleſs light; and becomes “ the beauty of 
cc heaven, the glory of the ſtars; “ delighting 
every eye, and cheering the whole world, with the 
brightneſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs of 
her ſplendors.—O ! thou queen of the thades ! may 
it be my ambition to follow this thy inſtructive ex- 
ample! While others are fond to tranſcribe the 
faſhions of little courts, and to mimic perſonages 
of inferior ſtate, be it mine to imitate thy 7mproving 
purity! May my conduct become more unblemith- 
ed, and my temper more refined, as I proceed far- 
ther and farther in my probationary courſe! May 
every ſordid deſire wear away, and every irregular 
appetite be gradvalls loſt, as I make nearer ap- 
proaches to the celcitial manſions! Will not this 
be a comfortable evidence, that I too ſhall thine in 
my adored Redeemer's kingdom! ſhine with a rich- 
er luſtre, than that which radiates from thy re- 
ſplendent orb; ſhine with an unfading luſtre, when 
every ray, that beams from thy beauteous ſphere, is 
totally extinguiſhed ? 


The day afforded us a varicty of entertaining 
ſights. T heſe were all withdrawn at the acceſſion 
of darkneſs. The ſtars, kindly ofhcious, immedi- 
ately lent us their aid. This ſerved to alleviate the 
frown of night, rather than to recover the pbjcAs 
from their obſcurity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflect- 
ed, and not from the entire ſurface f things, gave 
the ſtraning eye a very imperfect glimpſe, fuch as 
rather mocked than ſatisfied vition, —— Now the 
moon is riſen, and bas collected all har beams, the 
veil is taken off from the countenance of Nature, 
J ſee the recumbent flocks ; I fee the green hedge- 
rows, though without the feathered choriſters hop- 
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Piligs 
® Ecclus xliii. 9. 
Lucidum coli decus. Hors 
Fver beaming god - light. 
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ping from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, I ſee once 


again the world's great picture; not indeed in its 


late lively colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and 


arrayed in ſofter charms. * 

What a majeſtic ſcene here! incomparably grand, 
and exquiſitely fine !—The moon, like an immenſe 
cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent ceiling of 
the heavens ; the ſtars, like ſo many thouſands of 
golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets, all 
pouring their luſtre - on ſpacious cities, and lofty 
mountains, glittering on the ocean, gleaming on the 
foreſt, and opening a proſpect, wide as the eye can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint. F We 
are forward to admire the performances of human 
art. A landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and execut- 


ed with a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuary, which 


ſeems, amidſt all the recommendations of exact pro- 
portion, and graceſul attitude, to foften into fleſh, 
and almoſt breathe with life; theſe little zm:zatrons 
of nature we behold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe. And 
ſhall we be leſs affected, leſs delighted, with the in- 


expreſſibly noble and completely finiſhed origin! 


The 
by — Nou reigns | 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. | Milt, 


+ As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
Cer heaven's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light: 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, | 
And not a cloud o'ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene ; 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
O''er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 
And tip with ſilver ev'ry mountain's head; 
Then ſhine the vales; the rocks in proſpeR riſe 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies ; | 
The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, | 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light, Liad, VIII. 


I tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the 
original, the fincſt night piece in poetry. And if they are ſo beau- 
tiful in Homer's language, who can ſuſpeR their ſuffering any dif- 


advantage from the pen of his admitable tranſlator, 
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The ample dimenſions of Ranelagh's dome, the gay 
illuminations of Vauxhall grove, I ſhould ſcorn to 
Mention on ſuch an occaſion, were they not the ob- 
jects of general admiration. Shall we be charmed 
with thoſe puny eſſays of finite ingenuity, and touch- 
ed with no tranſport at this ſtupendous diſplay of 
omnipotent ſkill 5 at the auguſt grandeur and ſhin— 
ing ſtatelineſs of the firmament? which forms an 
alcove for ten thouſand worlds, and is ornamented 
with myriads of everlaſting luminaries. Surely, 
this muſt betray not only a total want of religion, 
but the moſt abject littleneſs of mind, and the ut- 
moſt poverty of genius. | 

The moon is not barely“ an ornament in the 
& high places of the Lord, * but of ſignal ſervice 
to the inhabitants of the earth. How uncomfort- 
able is deep, pitchy, total darkneſs! eſpecially in 
the long abſence of the winter's ſun. Welcome, 
therefore, thrice welcome, this auſpicious gift of 
Providence, to enliven the noQuurnal gloom, and 
line with ſilver the raven-coloured mantle of night; 
How deſirable to have our ſummer evenings illu- 
minated ! that we may be able to tread the dewy 
mcads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of our 
gardens, eſpecially when the ſultry heats render it 
irxfome and fatiguing to walk abroad by day. 
How cheering to the fhepherd, the uſe of this uni- 
verſal lantern, as he tends his fleecy charge, or late 
conſigns them to their hurdled cots! How com- 
fortable and how advantageous to the mariner, as 


he ploughs the midnight-main, to adjuſt the tackl- 


ing, to explore his way, and, under the influence 
oi this beaming ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock!— 
For theſe, and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand 
of the ALMIGHTY has hung the lately branch on 
high, and filled it with a ſplendour not confined to 
a lingle edifice, or commenſurate to a particular 


M3. ſquare, 
2 Ecclus Xxlii. 9. 
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ſquare, but diffuſive as the whole extent of the he- 
miſphere. 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants, are 
ſometimes tardy in their office, ſometimes negligent 
of their duty. But this celcſtial attendant is moſt 
exattly punctual, at all the ſtated periods of her mi- 
niſtration. If we chuſe to prolong our journey, 


after the ſun is gone down, the moon, during her 


whole creaſe, is always ready to act in the capa- 
city of a guide. If we are inclined to ſet out ver 
early in the morning, the moon, in her decreaſe, 
prevents the dawn, on purpoſe to offer her aſſiſtance. 
And, becauſe it is fo pleaſant a thing for the 
eyes to behold the light, the moon at her full, by 
a courſe of unintermitted waiting, gives us, as it 
were, a double day. How apparently has the 
divine wiſdom intereſted itſelf, in providing even 


for the pleaſurable accommodation of man! how de- 


ſirous, that he ſhall want no piece of commodi- 


ous furniture, no kind of delightful convenience! 


and, in proſecution of theſe benevolent intentions, 
has annexed fo valuable an appendage to the terreſ- 


trial globe. ——Jultly, therefore, does the pſalmiſt 


celebrate that admirable conſtitution, which ordain- 
ed © the moon and the ſtars to govern the night,” 
as an inſtance of rich goodneſs, „and of mercy 
« which endureth for ever.“ * 


The moon it is confeſſed, is no luminous body. 
All the brightneſs which beautifies her countenance, 
is originally in the fun, and no more than tranſ- 


miſſively in her. That glorious orb is the parent 


of day, and the palace of light. From thence the 


morning-ſtar gilds her horn; from thence the 
| planetary 


® Pſal, Cxxxvi. 9. 


+ T might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet 
Venus, commonly called the morning-ſtar, is found by our tele- 


Icopes, frequently to appear borned, or to have a creſcent of light, 
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planetary circles are crowned with luſtre ; and from 
thence the moon derives all her filver radiance.— 
It is pleaſing to reflect, that ſuch is the caſe with 
the all-ſufficient Rede:mer, and his dependent people. 


poſſeſs, which we have not received? and what can 
we deſire, which we may not expect from that ne- 
ver-failing ſource of all good? He is the author of 
our faith; and the former of our graces. In his 
unſpotted life, we ſee the path; in his meritorious 
death, the price; and in his triumphant reſurrec- 
tion, the proof of bliſs and immortality, If we 
offend, and fall ſeven times a-day, he is the LORD 
our Peace. If we are depraved, and our beſt 
deeds very unworthy ; he is the LoD our Rrighte- 
ouſneſs. If we are blind, and even brutiſh, in hea- 
venly knowledge; he is the LoRD our Miſdom: 4 
his word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcatters the 
intellectual gloom; his eye looks our darkneſs into 
day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and“ CHRIST is 
« all.” Worſe than defective in ourſelves, © we 
ce are complete in him.“ So that if we ſhine, it is 
with delegated rays, and with borrowed light. We 
act by a {trength, and glory in merits, not our own. 
—O! may we be thoroughly ſenſible of our depen- 
dence on the Saviour | May we conſtantly imbibe 
his propitious beams; and never, by indulging an- 
belief, or back{liding into folly, withdraw our fouls: 
from his benign influences ! leſt we loſe our com- 
fort, and our holineſs ; as the fair ruler of the night 
loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is turned from his 
| | 12 fountain, 


ſomewhat like the moon, a little before or after her conjunction. 
Bur this would be a remark too deep and refined for my ſcheme, » 
which proceeds only upon a ſuper fcia! Knowledge, and the moft £24 
VI0us appearances of nature. 

+ Jer. xxii. 6, 


*' Judg, vi. 23s 4 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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fountain,“ and receives no more communications 
of ſolar effulgence. 


The moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her 
aſpect, or her ſtages. ——Sometimes the looks full 
upon us, and her viſage is all luſtre. Sometimes 
the appears in profile, and ſhews us only half her 
enlightened face. Anon a radiant creſcent but juſt 
adorns her brow. Soon it dwindles into a {lender 
ſtreak ; till, at length, all her beauty vaniſhes, and 
ſhe becomes a beamleſs orb. Sometimes ſhe riſes 
with the deſcending day, and begins her proceſſion 
amidſt admiring multiiindes, Ere long the defers 
Her progreſs till the mudnght watches, and ſteals un- 
obſerved upon the ilecping world, ——Sometimes 
The juit enters the ed; es of the weſtern horizon, and 
drops us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while ſhe 
ſets out on her nightly tour, from the oppoſite re- 
gions of the caſt: traverſes the whole hemiſphere, 
and never offers to withdraw, till the more reful- 
gent partner of her ſway renders her preſence un- 
necellary. Ina word, ſhe is, while converſant 
among us, ſtill waxing or waning, and“ never con- 
„ tinueth in one ſtay,” | 

Such is the moon, and ſuch are all ſublunary things, 
expoſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How often, and 
how ſoon have the faint echoes of Renown ſlept in 
ſilence, or been converted into the clamours of 
Obloquy! The ſame lips, almoſt with the ſame 
breath, cry Hoſannah, and Crucify.— Have not 
riches confeſſed their notorious treachery, a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand times? either melting away 
like ſnow in our hands, by inſenſible degrees? or 
eſcaping, like a winged priſoner from its cage, with 

| vo t 


* Alluding to theſe truly poetical lines in Milton: 
„ Hither, as to their fountain, other ſrars 
„ Repairing, in their golden urns draw light.“ 


Par, Left, Book, VIE J. 354. 
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à precipitate flight. Have we not known the 
bridegroom's c/oſet an antechamber to the 79mb 2 
and heard the voice, which ſo lately proncunced 
the ſparkling pair huſband and wife, proclaim an 
everlaſting divorce, and ſeal the decree with that 
ſolemn afleveration, ** Aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt?“ 
Our jriznds, though the medicine of life; our 
health, though the balm of nature, are a moſt pre- 
carious poſſeſſion. How ſoon may the firit b-come* 
a cerpſe in our arms; and how eaſily is the laſt de- 
flroyed in its vigour !—You have ſeen, no doubt, 
a ſet of pretty painted birds perching on your trees, 
or ſporting in your meadows. You was pleaſed. 
with the lovely vititants, that brought beauty on 
their wings, and melody in their throats. But could” 


you enſure the continuance of this agreeable enter- 


tainment? No, truly. At the lcalt diſturbing noiſe, 
at the lcaſt terrifying appearance, they ſtart from 
their ſeats, they mount the ſkies, and are gone: in 


an inſtant, are gone for ever. Would you chuſe 


to have a happineſs, Which bears date with their ar- 
rival, and expires at their departure? If you could 
not be content itli a portion enjoyable only through 
ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, but of moments, 
O! take up with nothing earthly ; ſet your affec- 
tions on things above; there alone is © no variable-- 
«« neſs or ſhadow of turning.” 

Job is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, - 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark. — 
View him in his private e/tazte. He heaps up ſilver 
as the duſt, he waſhes his ſteps in butter, and the 
rock pours him out rivers of o. V ew him in his 
public character. Princes revere his dignity, the 
aged liſten to his wiſdom, every eye beholds him 


with delight, every tongue loads him with bleſlings. 
%iew him in his domeſtic circumſtances. On one: 
hand, he is defended by a troop of ſons; on the 
other, adorned with a train of daughters; and en 


All ſides ſurrounded by © a very great bouſchold.” 


M.5 Never 
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— Never was human felicity ſo conſummate, never 
was d ſaſtraus revilution ſo ſudden. The lightning, 
which conſumed his cattle, was not more terrible, 
and ſcarce more inſtantaneous. The joyful parent 
is bereft of his offspring, and his © children are 
« buried in death.” The man of affluence is ſtrip- 
ped of his abundance; and he who was clothed in 
ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The venerable pa- 
triarch is the derihon of ſcoundrels; and the late 
darling of an indu}gent Providence, is become“ a 
* brother to dragons, a companion of owls.” 
Nor need we go back to former ages, for proofs of 
this afflicting truth, In our times, in all times, the 
wheel continues the ſame inceſfant whirl. And 
frequently thoſe who are triumphing to day in the 
higheſt elevations of joy, to-morrow are bemoan- 
ing the inſtability of mortal affairs, in the very 


depths of miſery. - Amidſt fo much flutuation 


and uncertainty, how wretched is the condition 


which has no anchor of the ſoul ſure and ſtedfaſt ? 
May thy loving-kindneſs, O Gop, be our preſent 
treaſure, and thy future glory our reverſionary in- 
heritance! Then ſhall our happineſs not be like the 
full-orbed moon, which is © a light that decreaſeth 
| "CC in 

I believe I may venture to apply what the Temanite ſays of the 
affairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things, as a true deſcription 


of their very great inftability, Job xxii. 16. ZPD Y TM render- 
ed by Schultens, Flumen fuſum fundamentum eorum ; “ Their foun- 


4 dation,“ or what they reckon their moft ſolid and ftable poſſeſ- 


ſion, „is a flood poured out.” —W hich is one of the boldeſt images, 


and moſt poetical beauties, I ever met with in any language, ſacred 


or profane In order to have a tolerable conception of the image, 


and a tate of its beauty, you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters ruſh- 


ing ir broken cataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep 
and crazgy mountain, Then imagine to yourſelf an edifice built 
upon the ſurge of this rolling precipice, which has no other baſis 
than one of thoſe head long wwhir /ing waves, Was there ever ſuch 


a repreſentation of tranſitory profperity, tending, with inconceiv- 


able ſwiftreſs, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is every form of humän felt- 
city that is not grounded on Jesus, and a participation of his 


merits, who is the Rock of ages: on JESUS and his image formed 


zu bur hearts, which is the bope of glory. 
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ce in its perfection; But like the ſun, when he 


goeth forth in his ſtrength, and khoweth no other 
change, but that of thining more and more unto the 


perfect day. 


Methinks, in this ever varying ſphere, I ſee a re- 
preſentation, not only of our temporal advantages, - 
but alſo of our ſpiritual accompliſhments. Such, I 


am ſure, is what the kind partiality of a friend” 


would call my righteoufneſs ; and iuch JI am apt to 
ſuſpect, “* is the righteouſneſs of every man living, 
Now we excrciſc it in ſome few inſtances, in ſome 
little degrees. Anon fin revives, and leads our 
ſouls into a tranſient, though unwilling, captivity. 
Now we are mcek ; but ſoon a rating accident in- 
tervenes, and turns our compoſure into a fretful 
diſquictude. Now we are humble; ſoon we reflect 
upon ſome inconſiderable or imaginary ſuperiority 


over others, and a ſudden elatement ſwells our 


minds. Now, perhaps, we polleſs a clean heart, 
and are warm with holy love; but, O! how eaſily 
is the purity of our affections ſullied! how ſoon: 


the 


* IT would not be underſtood as meaſuring, in this teſpect, others 
by myſelf; but as taking my eſtimates from the unerring ſtandard 
of ſcripture. And indeed, proceeding on this evidence, ſupported 
by this authority, I might have vertwed farther than a bare ſu/pi- 
cion ; for „ there is not a, man upon carth, that doth good, and 
« ſinneth net,“ ſays tne Spirit of inſpiration by Solomon, (Eccleſ. 
vii 20.) Nay, ſuch is the purity, and fo extenfive are the de- 
mands of the divine law, that an apoſtle makes a ftill more hum- 
bling acknowledgment : “ In many things we offend a//.” (James 
Ai. 2.) And the unerring teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew 
our frame, directs the moſt advanced, moſt enabliſhed, and moſt 
watchful Chriftians, to pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their aaily 
treſpaſſes. Vo which teſtimonies I beg leave to add, an elegant paſ- 
ſage from the C.nticles ; becauſe it not only exprefies the ſentiment - 
of this paragraph, but illuftraces ii by the vary {ame fimilitude, 


„She (the church) is fair as the moon, clear as the ſun:“  Faithas + 
the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her :nification ; clear 


as the ſun, the greater and invariable lu minary, in her j«//ification's 
the inherent holineſs of velievers being imocifet, and ſubject to 


many incqualicies 3 while their imputed rightcoufnefs is every way 


complete and eonſtantly like itfell, Cant, vi. 10. 
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the fervor of our gratitude cooled! And is tliere 
not ſomething amiſs even in our beſt moments? 
ſomethbing to be aſhamed of in all we are; ſomething 
to be repented of in all we %? 

With what gladnets, therefore, and adoring thank- 
Fulneſs, ſhould we © ſubmit to the rightcouſneſs of 
« our incarnate GoD;” and receive, as a divine 
gift, what cannot be acquired by human works!“ — 
A writer of the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt diſcern- 
ment, ſtyles the obedience of our glorious Surety, 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs ; f ſuch as was ſubject to 
No interruption, nor obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh; 
Hut proceeded always in the ſame uniform tenor of 
the moſt ſpotleſs perfection. This righteouſneſs, 
in another ſenſe, anſwers the prophet's exalted de- 
ſcription; as its beneficial and ſovereign efficacy 
knows no end; but laſts through all our life; laſts 
in the trying hour of death; laſts at the deciſive 


day of judgment; laſts through every generation; 
and will laſt to all eternity. 


Sometimes I have ſeen that reſplendent globe 


ripped of her radiance; or, according to the em- 


Phatical language of ſcripture, “turned into 
% blood.” The earth, interpoſing with its opaque 
Þody, intercepted the folar rays, and caſt its own 
gloomy ſhadow on the moon. The malignant in- 
 Huence gained upon her ſickening orb; extinguiſh- 
ed, more and more, the feeble remainders of light; 
till at length, like one in a deep favom, no comeli- 
neſs was left in her countenance; ſhe was totally 
overſpread with darkneſs. —At this juncture, what 
a multitude of eyes were gazing upon the rueful 
ſpectacle! even of thoſe eyes which diſregarded the 
empreſs of the night, or beheld her with indiffe- 


Tence, when robed in glory, and riding in her 


triumphal chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through 
the 
| ® Rom, V. 17. X. 3. 1 Daniel ix. 24. 5 
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the nations. But now, under theſe circumſtances 
of diſgrace, they watch her motions with the molt 
prying attention. In every place, her misfortune 13 
the object of general oblervation ; and the prevail- 


ing topic of diſcourſe, in every company. 


It is not thus with regard to perſons of eminence, 
in their reſpective ſpheres! Kings, at the head of 
their ſubjets; nobles, ſurrounded with their de- 
pendents ; and (after names of ſo much grandeur, 
may I be allowed to add:?) miniſters, labouring a- 
mong their people,“ are each in a conſpicuous ſta- 
tion. Their conduct in its minuteft ſtep, eſpecially 
in any miſcarriage, will be narrowly ſurveyed, and 
critically ſcanned. Can there be a louder call, to 
ponder the paths of their feet, and to be particularly 
jealous over all their ways? — Thoſe who move 
in inferior life, may groſsly offend; and little alarm 
be given, perhaps no notice taken, But it is not 


to be expected, that the leaſt {lip in their carriage, 


the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs undiſco- 
vered. Malice, with her eagle eyes, wil be ſure to 
diſcern them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill trum- 
pet, will be as far from concealing them; as Ca- 
lumny, with her treacherous whiſpers, from exte- 
nuating them. A planet may fink below the hori- 
Zon, or a ſtar, for ſeveral months, withdraw its 
ſhining ; and ſcarce one in ten thouſand perceive 
the loſs. But, if the moon ſuffers a tranſient 
eclipſe, almoſt half the world are ſpectators of her 
diſhonour. . 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late 
hour, I have taken a ſolitary walk on the weſtern 
cliffs. At the foot of the {teep mountain, the ſea, 
all clear and ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into an immenſe 
plain, and held a watery mirror to the ſkies. In- 
finite heights above, the firmament ſtretched its 

azure 


* Ye are the light of the world, A city that is ſet on a hill, 
**-aunot be hid,” Match. v. 14. : 
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azure expanſe, beſpangled with unnumbered ſtars, 
and adorned with the moon, “ walking in bright- 


„ neſs.” * She ſeemed to contemplate herſelf with 


a peculiar pleaſure ; while the tranſparent ſurface 
both received, and returned her ſilver image. Here, 
inſtead of being covered with ſackcloth, ſhe ſhone 
with double luſtre; or rather with a luſtre multi- 
plied in proportion to the number of beholders, and 
their various ſituations, 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary 
behaviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, 
as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily in- 
fluenttal. thers will catch the diffuſive ray: and 
be ambitious to reſemble a pattern, ſo attracting, 
io commanding. Their amiable qualities will not 
terminate in themſelves: but we fthall fee them re- 
flected from their families, their acquaintance, their 
retainers, Juſt as we may now behold another 
moon, f trembling in the ſtream, glittering in the 
canal, and diſplaying its lovely imprefs on every 
collection of waters. 


The moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of ſovereign 
over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, 
fways the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms. Tt 
ſwells the tides, and pepetuates the reciprocal re- 
turns of ebb and flow. By which means, the li- 
2 element purges off its filth, and is preſerved 

rom being putrehed itſelf, and from poiſoning the 

world, Is the moon thus operative on the vaſt 
abyſs? And ſhall not the faith of eternal and inh- 
Nite delights to come, be equally efficacious on this 
foul of mine : Far above her argent fields, are 
treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye, by 


mortal car unheard; and unconceived by any hu- 


man. 
* Job * xxl. 26. 


+ Splendet tremulo ſub lumine pontus. | Virgs 
And the ſca trembles with the filver light, 


e e 
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man imagination, In that deſirable world, the 
molt diſtinguiſhed and exalted honours alſo are con- 
ferred in compariſon with which, the thrones and 
diadems of earthly monarchs are empty pageants, 
and childiſh toys. 
with all its ſpangles of gold, is but the floor of 
thoſe divine abodes. What then are the apartments 
what is the palace? how bright with glories ; how 
rich with bliſs ? 

O! ye manſions of bleſſedneſs, ye beauties of my 
Father's kingdom, which far outihine theſe lamps 
of the viſible heaven, tranſmit your ſweet and win- 
ing invitations to my heart. Attra& and refine all 
my affections. Withdraw them from /fagnating on 
the ſordid ſhores of fleſh ; never ſuffer them to fet- 


_ tle upon the impure lees of ſenſe; but impreſs them 


with emotions oi reſticſs detire after ſublime and ce- 
leſtial joys:—Jjoys that will proceed, ſtill proceed, 
in a copious and everxlaſting flow, when ſcas thall 
ceaſe to roll ;—joys that will rm every faculty 


with unimaginable pleaſure, when the moon, with 


her waxing ſplendors, ſhall cheer our ſight na 
more: 


Enough for the preſent evening. My thoughts 
have been ſuſficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps be- 
gin to be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey 
the admonition of nature, and give reſpite to my 
meditations, flumber to my eyes. But ſtay. — 
Shall I retire to the bed of fleep, with as little ce- 
remony, and with as much inattention, as the brutes 


to their ſordid lair! Are no acknowledgments due 


to that Divine Being, who is the ſupport of my 
life, and the length of my days? Have I no far- 
ther need of his protecting care, no more occaſion 
for the bleſſings of his goodneſs ?—Lepidus, per- 


haps, may laugh at the bended knee, and have a 
thouſand darts of raillery ready to diſcharge on the 
| Practice of devotion. The Wits, I know, are un 

> | mercifully 


Vonder arch of ſapphire, 
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3nexhaſtible ſource of honour and joy. 


2 CONTEMPLATIONS 


mercifully ſcvere on what hey call the drudgery of 
prayer, and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe. "Theſe 
they leave to the illiterate labourer, and the mean 
mechanic; or treat them, with a contemptuous 
ineer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. f 
Is it then an inſtance of A ν“ĩius blindneſs to 
diſtinguiſh, or of Wwhimſical zeal to celebrate, the 
moſt ſupereminent exc-!lency and merit? Is it an 
ungracefitl buſineſs, or does it argue a groveling dif- 
poſition, to magnify goodneſs tranſcendently rich 
and diftulive ?— What can be ſo truly becoming a 


dependent ftate, as to pay our adoring homage to 


the author of all perfection, and profeſs our de- 
voted allegiance to the ſupreme almighty Gover- 
nor of the univerſe ?—Can anything more ſignifi- 
cantly beſpeak an mgenuous temper, or adminiſter 


2 more real ſatisfaction to its fineſt feelings, than 


the exerciſes of penitential devotion by which we 
give vent to an honeſt anguiſh, or melt into filial 
ſorrow, for our Wſenſibility to the beſt of friends, 
for our diſobedience to the beſt of parents ? In 
a word, can there be a more ſublime pleaſure, than 
to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on the beauties 
of the eternal mind; the amiable original of all 
that is fair, grand, and harmonious ; the bene- 
ficent giver, of all that is convenient, comfortable, 
and uſeful ? Can there be a more advantageous em- 


ploy, than to-pretent our requeſts to the Father of 


mercies: opening our minds to the irradiations of 
his wiſdom; and all the faculties of our ſouls to 
the communications of his grace ?—lIt is ſtrange, 
unaccountably ſtrange, that the notion of dignity 
in ſentiment, and the purſuit of refined enjoyment, 
ſhould ever be diſunited from devotion ; that perſons 
who make pretenſions to an improved taſte and ex- 
alted genius, thould neglect this molt ennobling in- 
tercourſe, with the wile and beſt of Beings, the 


Shall 
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Shal I be deterred from approaching this ſource 
of the pureſt delight ; deterred from purſuing this 
higheſt improvement of my nature? deterred from 
alf, by a formidable banter, or confuted by one ir- 
reſragable ſmile! No: let the moon in her re- 
ſplendent ſphere, and yonder pole with all its ſtar- 
ry train, witneſs, if I be ſilent even or morn ; it 1 
refrain to kindle in my heart, and breathe from 
my lips, the reaſonable incenſe of praiie; praiſe to 


that great and glorious 0D, Who formed the 


earth, and built the ſkies; who poured from his 
hand the watery world, and ſhed the all- ſurround- 
ing air abroad. ——“ Thou alſo madeſt the night, 
« Maker omnipotent! and thou, the day! which 


% I, though leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies, 


have palled in ſafety, tranquility, and comfort. 
When !] was loſt in the extravagance of dreams, 
or lay immerſed in the inſenſibility of ſleep, 
thy hand recovered me from the temporary le- 
thargy. Thy hand ſet a new, -a delicately fine 
edge on all my blunted ſenſes, and ſtrung my 
ſinews with recruited vigour. When my thoughts 
were benumbed and {tupited, thy quickening 

influence rouſed them into activity; when they 
were diſconcerted and wild, thy regulating in- 
fluence reduced them into order; refitting me 
at once, to reliſh the innocent entertainments of 
an animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifications 
of a rational capacity. When darkneſs covered 
the creation, at thy command the ſun aroſe ; 
painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſhed every ob- 
« ject ; gave light to my teet, and gave nature, 
with all her beautiful ſce nes, to my eye. To 
thee, O thou Gop of my t ſtrength, I owe the 
continuance of my being, and the wivacity of my 
conſtitution. By thy ſacred order, without any 


conſciouſneſs of mine, the wheels of life move, 
Rand the crimſon fountain plays. Over-ruled by 


thy exquiſite /, it transforms itſelf, by the 
| "6 aiceſt 
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niceſt operations of an inexplicable kind of che- 
miſtry, into a variety of the fineſt ſecretions z. 


which glide into the muſcles, and ſwell them for 


action, or pour themſelves into the fluids, and 
repair their inceſſant decays ; which cauſe cheer- 


fulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloom 


in the cheek. 


« Diſaſtrous accidents, injurious to the peace of 
my mind, or fatal to the welfare of my body, 


beſet my paths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, 
like an impenetrable ſhield, guarded me all a- 
round. Under this divine protection, I walked 
ſecure amidit legions of apparent perils, and paſ- 
ſed unhurt through a far greater multiplicity 
of unſeen evils. Not one of my bones was 
broken; not a fingle ſhaft grazed upon my eaſe; 
even when the eye that watched over me, ſaw, 
in its wide ſurvey, thouſands falling beſide me, in 
irrecoverable ruin; and ten thoi ſands deeply 
wounded, an my right band. If ſickneſs has, at 
any time faddened my chamber, or pain har- 
rowed my fleſh, it was a whole/ome difcipline, and 
a gracious ſeverity. The chaſtiſement proved a 
ſovereign medicine, to cure me of an immode- 
rate fondneſs for this imperfe troubleſome 
ſtate, and to quicken my detires after the unim- 
bittered enjoyments of my cternal home. —Has 
not thy munificence, unwearied and. unbounded, 
ſpread my table; and furniſhed it with the fineſt 
wheat; repleniſhed it with marrow and fatneſss 


while Temperance ſweetened the bowl, Appetite 


ſeaſoned the diſh, Contentment and Gratitude 
crowned the repaſt.— Has not thy kindneſs, O 
Gop of the families of /ſrael, preſerved my at- 
fectionate relations, who ſtudy, by their tender 
offices, to ſoften every care, and heighten every 
Joy? has not thy kindneſs given me valuable 
friends, whoſe preſence is a cordial to cheer me 
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in a dejected hour, and whoſe converſation min- 
gles improveinent with delight; 
« When ſin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes 


of pleaſure, enlightened by thy wiſdom, I diſ- 


cerned the latent miſchief ; made reſolute by th 

grace, I ſhunned the luſcious bane, If, through 
the impulſe of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſ- 
ſion, I have been hurried into the ſnare, and 
ſtung by the ſerpent ; thy faithful admonitions 
have recalled the fooliſh wanderer, while the 
blood of thy fon has healed his deadly wounds. 
— Some, no doubt, have been cut off in the midſt 
of their iniquities, and tranſmitted, from the 
thrillings of polluted joy, to the agonies of 
eternal deſpair; whereas I have been diſtin- 
ouiſhed by long-ſuffering mercy, and, inſtead of 
lifting up my eyes in torments, to behold a hea- 
ven irrecoverably loſt, I may lift them up under 


the pleaſing views of being admitted, ere long, 


into thoſe abodes of endleſs felicity. In the 
mean time, thou haſt vouchſafed me the revelation 
of thy will, the influences of thy Spirit, and 


abundance of the moſt effectual aids, for advanc-_ 


ing in knowledge, and growing in godlineſs; for 


becoming more conformable to thy image, and. 


= 


pleaſures of religion, and ſecuring the riches of 
eternity. | 

© How various is thy beneficence, O thou lover 
of ſouls! It has unſcaled a thouſand ſources of 
good, opened a thouſand avenues of delight, 


more meet for thy prefence; for taſting the 


and heaped bleſſings upon me with a ceaſeleſs 


liberality, If I ſhould attempt to declare them, 
they would be more than the farry hoſt, which 


glitter in this unciouded ſky : more than the 


dewy gems, which will adorn the face of the- 


morning. 


And 
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CONTEMPLATIONS, &c, 
And ſhall T forget the GOD of my ſalvation, 


he author of all my mercies? Rather let my 
pulſe forget to beat !—Shall I render him 1 ex- 
preſſions of thankfulneis ? then might all nature 
reproach my ingratitude. Shall I reſt ſatisfied 
with the bare acknowledgment of my lips? No: 
let my life be vocal, and ſpeak his wr ogy in that 
only genuine, that molt emphatical * 

the language of devout obedience. Let the bil 
be drawn on my very heart; let all my affections 
acknowledge the draught ; and let the whole tenor 
of my actions, in time and through eternity, 
be continually paying the debt, the ever- 
pleaſing, ever-growing debt of duty, veneration, 
and love. 

And can I, O thou guide of my goings, and 
guardian of all my intereſts, — can I „ ſuch 
ſignal, ſuch experienced poodneſs ? Thou haſt 
been my helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of 
day; therefore under the ſhadiw of thy wings will 
Liepoſe myſelf, during the darkneſs, the dan- 
ger, and death-like inactivity of the night.— 
Whatever defilement I have contracted, wafd it 
thoroughly away, in redeeming blood; and let 
neither the finful ſtain, nor the ſinful inclination, 
accompany me to my conch Then ſhaJl 7 ay 
me down in peace, and take my reſt: cheerfully re- 
ferring it to thy all-wiſe determination, whether 
I ſhall open my eyes in hi, world, or awake in 
the unknown regions of anther,” 


C O N- 


CONTEMPLATEO Ns 


ON THE 


STARRY HEAVENS. 


« There dwells a no#le pathos in the ſkies, 
«© Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts. 
„How eloquently ſpines the glowing pole! 
i „With what authority it gives its charge, 
3 « Remontrating great truths in ſtyle ſublime ?”? 
; Nr Thoughts, N. IX. 


CONTEMPLATIDN:S- 


ON THE 
STARRY HEAVE NS.“ 


1 evening, I exchange the nice retreats of 
art, for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead 
of meaſuring my ſteps under the covert of an ar- 
bor, let me range along the ſummit of this gentl 
riſing hill. There is no need of the leafy ſhade, 
ſince the ſun has quitted the horizon, and with- 
drawn his ſcorching beams. But ſee how advan- 
tages and inconveniences are ufually linked, and 
= chequer our affairs below! If the annoying heat 
* ceaſes, the landſcape and its pleaſing ſcenes are alſo 
removed. The majeſtic caſtle, and the lowly cot- 
= tage, are vaniſhed together. I have loſt the aſpir- 
5 ing 


* Tt may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, that aſtro- 
nomers ſhould fpeak ſuch amazing things, and ſpeak them with 
ſuch an air of afſurance, concerning the diſtances and magnitudes, 
the motions and relations, of the heavenly bodies. I would defire 
Tuch a perſon to conſider the caſe of eclipſes, and with what exa&- 
neſs they are calculated. They are not only foretold, but the very 
inftant of their beginning is determined, The preciſe time of their 
enotinuance is aſſigned, aſſigned almoſt to the nicety of a moment; 
and, what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, for the ſpace of hundreds or tbou- 
ſands of years to come, As this is a matter of fact, abſolutely 
indiſputable ; it is alſo a very obvious, yet ſolid demonſtration, that 
the principles of ſcience, on which thoſe calculations proceed, are 
not mere conjecture, or precarious ſuppoſition ; but have a real, a 
Certain foundation, in the nature and conſticution of things. | 
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ring mountain, and its ruſſet brow ; I look round, 
but to no purpoſe, for the humble vale and its 
flowery lap. Theplains whitened with flocks, and 
the heath yellow with furze, diſappear. The ad- 
vancing night has wrapt in darkneſs the long ex- 
tended foreit, and drawn her mantle over the wind- 
ings of the filyer ſtream. I no longer behold that 
luxuriant fertility in the fields, that wild magnifi- 
cence of proſpect, and endleſs variety of images, 
which have ſo often touched me with delight, and 
ſtruck me with awe, from this commanding emi- 
nence. 

The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted, 
ſince it is amply compenſated by the opening beau- 
ties of the ſky. Here I enjoy a free view of the 
whole hemiſphere, without any obſtacle from be- 
low, to confine the exploring eye; or any cloud 
from above, to overcaſt the ſpacious concave. It 
is true the lively vermilion which ſo lately ſtreak- 
ed the chambers of the welt, is all faded. But the 
planets, one after another, light up their lamps; 
the flars advance in their glittering train; a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand luminaries ſhine forth in ſuc- 
ceſſive ſplendors , and the whole firmament is kind- 
ling into the molt beautiful glow. "The blueneſs 
of the æther, heightened by the ſeaſon of the year 
and ſtill more enlivened by the abſence of the mon, 
give thoſe gems of heaven che ſtrongeſt luſtre, 

One pleaſure more the invading gloom has not 
been able to ſnatch from my ſenſe. The night ra- 
ther improves, than deſtroys the fragrance which 
exhales from the Jlooming beans. With .thefe the 
ſides of this ſloping declivity are lined, and with 
theſe the balny zephyrs perfume their wings. Does 
Arabia, from all her ſpicy groves, breathe a more 
liberal, or a more charming gale of ſweets ? And, 
What is a peculiar recommendation of the rural en- 
tertainmenis preſented in our happy land, they are 
alloyed by no appreheniions of danger. "a pol- 
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ſonous ſerpent lurks under the bloſſom, nor any 
ravenous beaſt lies ready to ſtart from the thicket. 
But I wander from a far more exalted ſubject. 
My thoughts like my affections, are too eaſily di- 
verted from the heavens, and detained by inferior 
objects. Away, my attention, from theſe little 
blandiſhments of the carth, fincc all the gleries of 
the ſky invite thy regard. | 


We have taken a turn among the tombs, and view- 
ed the ſolemn memorials of the dead, in order to 
learn the vanity of mortal things, and to break 
their Toft enchantment. We have ſurveyed the 
ornaments of the garden ; not that the heart might 


be plaated in the parterre, or take root among the 


flowery race; but that thefe delicacies of a day 
might teach us to aſpire after a better paradiſe, 
here beauty never fades, and delight is cver in the 
bloom. A third time we lighted the candle of 


meditation, and ſought for wiſdom, not in the 


crouded city, or wrangling ſchools, but in the {lent 
and lonely walks of ancient NI.“ 
once more indulge the contemplative vein, and 
raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe ſublimer ur of the 
great Creator, which the regions of the ſky contain, 
and this duſky hour unveils. t | 

If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil 
glowing in the colours of ſpring ; if we have ſeen a 


ſample of his beneficence exhibited in the ſtores of 


nature, and a ray of his brightneſs beaming in the 
blaze of day: what an infinitely richer field for the 
diſplay of his perfections are the heavens! The 


- heavens in the moſt emphatical manner, declare 


the 


* Referring to the ſeveral ſubjects of the three preceding eſſays. 
+ Night opes the a0 ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 


And deep reception in th' intender'd heart. 
Night Thoughts, N. IX. 


Vol. II. N 
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the glory of Gop. The heavens are nobly elo- 
quent of the Deity, and the moſt magnificent he- 
ralds of their Maker's praiſe. They ſpeak to the 
whole univerſe ; for there is neither ſpeech fo bar- 


Sarous, but their language is underſtood ; nor nation 


ſo diſtant, but their voices are heard among them, * 
Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed 


for thought, and a calm intercourſe with heaven; 


let me liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps I may 
receive ſuch impreſſive maniſcſtations of © the eter- 


« nal power and Godhead,” as may fhed religion on 


my ſoul, while I walk the ſolitary ſhades ; and may 


de a tutelary friend to my virtue, when the call of 


buſineſs, and the return of light, expoſe me again to 


the inroads of temptation. 


The [/raelites, inſtigated by frenzy rather than 
devotion, worſhippec the hoſt of heaven. And the 
pretenders to judicial aſtrology talk of I know not 
what, myſterious efficacy, in the different aſpect of 
the ſtars, or the various conjunction and oppoſition 
of the plancts. Let thoſe who are unacquainted 
with the ſure word of revelation, give ear to theſe 


| ſons of deluſion, and dealers in deceit. For my 


part, it is a queſtion of indiffcrence to me, whether 
the conſtellations ſhone with ſmiles, or loured in 


frowns, on the hour of my nativity. Let CHRIST 


be my guard, and ſecure in ſuch a protection I would 


laugh at their impotent menaces. Let CHRISFTH be 


my guide, and I thall ſcorn to aſk, as well as deſ- 
air of receiving, any predictory information from 


ſuch ſenſcleſs maſles. What! ſhall “ the living 


© ſeek to the dead? t Can theſe bodies advertiſe 


me of future events, which are unconſcious of 

their own exiſtence? Shall I have recourſe to dull 

unintelligent matter, when I may apply to that all- 

wiſc Being, who with one comprehenſive glance, 
5 diſtinctly 
# Tal, xix. 3. | + Iſa, viii. 199 
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dillintly views whatever is lodged in the boſom of 
im menſity, or forming in the womb of futurity ? 
— Never, never will J ſearch for any intimation of 
my fate, but often trace my Creator's f99/fteps, * 
in yonder ſtarry plains. In the former caſe, they 
would be teachers of lies; in the latter, they are 
oracles of truth. Jn this therefore, this ſenſe on- 


ly, I profeſs myſelf the pupil of the ſtars. 


The vulgar are apprehenſive of nothing more 
than a multitude of bright ſpangles dropt over the 
ztherial blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appearances, than that they are ſo many golden 
fiuds, with which the empyrean arch is decorated. 
But ſtudious minds, that carry a more accurate and 
ſtrict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring back 
advices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt. 
recollect the molt material of thoſe fupcndous diſco 
deries, in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects for 
contemplation, And let the unlearned remember, 
that the ſcene I am going to diſplay, is the work- 
manthip of that incomprehenlible Gop, who is 
« perect in knowledge, and mighty in power ;”? 

| whoſe 


e It is moſt becoming,” ſays a great author, “ ſuch imperfect 
« creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GoDp, with this 
% defign, that we may diſcern the minifeitations of wiſdom in 
© them; and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe devout affections, 
&« and the ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, 
« as it is a reaſonable and moral ſervice.” Averreiiy on the Attri- 
butes———— And indecd, if we are fincrely diſpoſed to employ ours 
ſclves in this excellent, this delightful duty, of praiſing the infinite 


Creator, the means ar:d the motives are both at hand. His works, 


in a wonderful and inſtrvctive variety, prefent themſelves with preg- 
nant manifeſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their 
Maker. They pour their evidence from all quarters, and, into all 
the avenues of the mind. They invite us eſpecially in the magni- 
ficent ſyſtém of the univerſe, to contemplate—courjcl, confurn - 
mately wiſe ; and execution, inimitably perfect: —cber, to which 
nothing is impoſſible ; and goodneſs, which extendeth to all, which 
endureth for ever, To give, not a full diſplay, but oniy fome 


fight firifures, of theſe glorious truths, is the principal ſcope of 


N 2 


the following 1cmaiks, 
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whoſe name, whoſe nature, and all whoſe opera- 
tions, are © great and marvellous ;'* who ſum- 
mons into being, with equal eaſe, a ſingle grain, 
or ten thouſand worlds. To this if we conti- 
nually advert, the aſſertions, though they will cer- 
tainly excite our admiration, need not tranſcend 
our belief. 

The earth is, in fact, a round body, however it 
may ſeem in ſome parts to be ſunk into vales, and 
raiſed into hills, “ in other parts to be ſpread into 
a ſpacious plain, extending to the confines of the 
heavens, or terminated by the waters of the ocean. 
We may fancy, that it has deep foundations, 
and reſts upon ſome prodigiouſly ſolid baſis. But 
it is pendent in the wide tranſpicuous ether, with- 
out any viſible cauſe to uphold it from above, or 
ſupport it from beneath. It may ſeem to be ſeden- 
tary in its attitude, and motionleſs in its ſituation. 
But it is continually farting, 7 through the depths 
of the ſky, and in the ſpace of twelve months, 
hniſhes the mighty voyage ; which periodical rota- 
tion produces the ſeaſons, and completes the year, 
—— — s it proceeds in the annual circuit, it ſpins 
upon its own centre, and turns its ſides alternately 
to the fountain of light. By which means, the day 

CPD dawns 


* A learned writer, I think Dr. Derham, has ſomewhere an ob- 
ſervation to this pur poſe.— That the loftieſt ſummits of hills, and 
the moſt enormous ridges of mountains, are no real objeQion to the 
gloFular or round form of the earth. Becauſe, however they may 
render it, to our limited ſight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant, yet 
they bear no more proportion to the entire ſurface of the terraqueous 
ball, than a particle of duſt caſually dropt on the mathematician's 
globe, bears to its whole circumference. - Conſequently, the rotund 
figure is no more deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter, 
On the ſame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary to take 
any notice of the comparatively ſmall dificrence, between the Polar 
aud cquatorial diameter of the earth, | | 7 


+ With what amazing ſpeed this veſſel, if T may carry on the al- 
luſiem), filled with a multitude of nations, ard freighted with all 
tic: pofleſſions, makes her way through the ætherial ſpace, 
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dawns in one hemiſphere, while the night ſucceeds 
in the other. Without this expedient, one part of 
its regions would during half the great revolution, 
be ſcorched with exceſſive heat, or languith under 
an unintermitted glare; while the other, expoſed 
to the contrary extremes, would be frozen to ice, 


and buried under a long oppreſſion of diſmal and 
deſtructive darkneſs. 


I cannot forbear taking notice, that, in this com- 
pound. motion of the earth, the one never inter- 


feres with the other, but both are perfectly compa- 


bible. Is it not thus with the precepts of religion, 
and the needful affairs of the preſent life, not ex- 


cepting even the innocent gratifications of our ap- 
petites ?—Some, I believe are apt to imagine, that 


they muſt renounce ſociety, if they devote them- 
ſeves to CHRIST; and abandon all the ſatisfac- 
tions of this world, if they once become zealous 
candidates for the felicity of another. But this 
is a very miltaken notion, or elſe a very injurious 
repreſentation, of the doctrine which is according 
to godlineſs. It was never intended to drive men 
into deſerts; but to lead them, through the peace- 
ful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the blifsſul 
regions of life eternal. It was never intended to 


ſtrike off the wheels of buſineſs, or cut in ſunder 


the ſinews of induſtry; but rather, to make men 
induſtrious from a principle of conſcience, not from 
the inſtigations of avarice; that fo they may pro- 
mote their immortal happineſs, even while they 


provide for their temporal maintenance. It has no 


deſign to extirpate our paſſions, but only to reſtrain 
their irregularitics ; neither would it extinguiſh the 


delights of ſenſe, but prevent them from evaporat- 


ing into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall, — 
perſon may be chearful among his friends, and yot 
Joyful in GOD. He may taſte the ſweets of his 
carthly eſtate, and at the ſame time cheeriſh his 
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hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. The 
trader may proſecute the demands of commerce, 
without ueglecting to negociate the affairs of his 
ſalvation. The warrior may wear his ſword; may 
draw, in a juſt cauſe, that murderous weapon; 
yet be a good ſoldier of JESUS CHRIST, and ob- 
tain the crown that fadeth not away. The parend 
may lay up a competent portion for his children, 


and not forfeit his title either to grace or of glory. 


— So far is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valu- 
able intereſt, or with-holding any real pleaſure, 
that it improves the one, and advances the other. 
Juſt as the diurnal and annual motions are ſo far 
from claſhing, that they entirely accord ; and inſtead 
of being deſtructive of each other, by mutually 
blending their effects, they give proportion and 
harmony to time, fertility and innumerable benefits 


to nature, 


To us who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by 
far the mf? extenſive orb that our eyes can any 
where behold. It is alfo cloathed with verdure, 
diſtinguiſhed by trees, and adorned with a variety 
of beautiful decorations : whereas, to a ſpectator 
placed on one of the planets, it wears an uniform 
aſpect ; looks all luminous, and no larger than a 
ſpot. To beings who dwell at {till grearer diſtances 
it entirely difappears. That which we call alter- 
nately the morning and the evening ſtar, as in one 
part of her orbit the rides foremoſt in the proceſ- 


ſion of night, in the other uſhers in, and antici- 


pates the dawn, is a planetary world ; which, with 
the four others, that ſo wonderfully vary their my- 
{tic dance, are in themſclves dark bodies, and thine 
only by rellection; have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies, 


of their own; are furniſhed with all accommoda- 


tions for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſcd to be 
the abodes of inlellectual life. All which, toge- 
ther with this our earthly habitation, are dependent 


/ 
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en that grand diſpenſer of divine munificence, the 
ſun; receive their light from the diſtribution of 
his rays, and derive their comforts from his benign 
agency. | 

The ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpect,“ fixed and im- 
moveable. It is the great axle of heaven, about 
which the globe we inhabit, and the other more 
ſpacious orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes. The 
ſun, though ſeemingly ſmaller than the dial it illu- 
minates, is abundantly larger than this whole 
earth ;+ on which, ſo many lofty mountains riſe, and 
fuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, extending from {ide 
to fide, through the centre of that reſpledent orb, 
would meaſure more than eight hundred thouſand 


miles: a girdle, formed to go round its circumfe- 


rence, would require a length of millions : were its 


ſold contents to be eſtimated, the account would 
overwhelm our. underſtanding, and be almoſt be- 
yond the power of language to expreſs. Are 
we ſtartled at theſe reports of philoſophy? are we 


ready to cry out in a tranſport of ſurpriſe, How 
mighty is the Being who kindled ſuch a prodigious 


fire, and keeps alive, from age to age, ſuch an 
enormous maſs of flame Let us attend our phi- 


loſophic guides, and we ſhall be brought acquaint- 
| | ed 


I ſay, in this reſped, that I may not ſeem to forget, or exclude, - 


the revolution of the ſun round its own axis. 


F A hundred thouſand times, according to the lotet reckoning, - 
Sir Iſaac Newton computes the ſun to be 990,000 times bigger than 


the earth. Religious Philoſepber, p. 749. 


+ Dr, Derham, after having calculated the dimenfions of the 


Planets, adds,“ Amezing as theſe maſſes are, they are all far out- 
* done by that ſtupendous globe of light, the ſun ; which, as it 


* is the fountain of light and heat to all the planets about it, ſo 


« doth it far ſurpaſs them all in its bulk; its apparent diameter 


6c being computed at 822,148 Evgliſh miles, its ambit at 2,582,873 : 
« miles, and its ſolid contents at 290,971, 00, 00,000, 00. 


' Aſtro-tbel. book 1, chap, 20 — 
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ed with ſpeculations more enlarged and more amaz- 
ing. . 
This ſun, with all its attendant planets, is but a 
very little part of the grand machine of the uni- 
verſe. Every tar, though in appearance no bigger 
than the diamond that glitters upon a lady's ring, 
is really @ vaſt globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in 
glory; no leſs ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the 
radiant fource of our day. So that every ſtar is 
not barely a world, but the centre of a magnificent 
ſyſtem; has a retinue of worlds, irradiated by its 
beams, and revolving round its attractive influence, 
All which arc lot, to our fight, in unmeaſurable 
wilds of ther. That the ſtars appear like fo 
many diminutive and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable points, 
is owing to their immenſe and inconceivable diſ- 
tance, Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; 
{ſince a ball ſhot from the loaded cannon, and fly- 
ing with unabated rapidity, mult travel, at this im- 
petuous rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand 
years, & before it could reach the neareſt of thoſe 
.twinkling luminaries. Can any thing be more won- 
derful than theſe obſervations ? Yes : there are 
truths far more ſtupendous ; there are ſcenes far 
more extenſive. As there is no end of the almigh- 
ty Maker's greatneſs, ſo no imagination can ſet li- 
mits to his creating hand. Gould you ſoar be- 
yond the moon, and pals through all the planetary 


choir; could you wing your way to the higheſt ap- 


parent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe 
loftieſt pinacles of heaven; you would there ſee 
other ſkies expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his 
inexhauſtible beams by day; «ther flars that gild 
the horrors of the alternate night; and other F per- 
See Religious Philoſopher, p. 8, 9. 

+ See Aſtro- theology, book ii. chap, 2.——Where the author, 

having aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern 


aſtronomers, adds, % Beſides the forementioned ſtrong probabilities. 
5 « we 
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haps nobler ſyſtems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed in un- 
known profuſion, through the boundleſs dimen=-: 
ſions of ſpace. Nor does the dominion of the 
univerſal ſovereign terminate here. Even at the 
end of this vaſt tour, you would find yourſelf ad- 
vanced no farther than the ſuburbs of creation; 
arrived only at the frontiers of the great JEHOVAH's 
kingdom, * | 

And do they tell me that the fun, the moon, and 
all the planets, are but a little part of HIS works; 
« How great, then, are his ſigns! and how mighty 
« are his wonders!” F—And if ſo, what is the 
CREATOR himſelf? how far exalted above all 

raiſe; who is alſo High, that he looks down on the 
bigheſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, and ſees even the 
ſummit of creation in a vale: fo great, that this: 
prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a point in his 
preſence ; and all this confluence of worlds, as the 
lighteſt atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports in 
the meridian ray. 4 | 


Thou. 


© we have this further recommendation of ſuch an account of the 
« univerſe, that it is far more magnificent, and worthy of the infi- 
< nite Creator, than any other of the narrower ſchemes.” 


* Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty work 
of Gop, as they are diſtributed through univerſal nature, from the 
heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell, cluſes the magnifi- 
cent account with this acknowledgment, ** Lo! theſe are parts of 
% his ways;? or, as the original word more literally fignifies, and 
may, I think, be more elegantly rendered; theſe are only the fairts, - 
the very outermoſt borders of his works; no more than a ſmall 
preface to the immenſe volume of the creation. From the He- 
brew MYp extremities, T cannot forbear thinking on the extreme 
and very attenuated fibres of the root, when compared with the 
whole ſubſtance of the rrunk z or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the 
capillary veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the 
body. Job xxvi. 14. | | 


T Dan, iv. 3. ä i 


J This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural 
beauty, and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation, made by 
chat learned, ſagacious, and devout expoſitor Vitringa.—Iſa. xl. 15. 
We find it written of the Supreme Being, that“ he takech up the 


I iſles 
N 5 


. 
— thts 4 


» a 4A — - -- » 
a 
- pe — — * 
— 3 
—— x r — 


— 
— 


==” — 


— 
. as —— — — — - — 


was I poſſeſſed of all the high perfections which ac- 


ewn extreme meanneſs, I would alſo diſcover the 
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Thou moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glori- 
ous GoD, how am J overwelmed with awe ! how 
ſunk into the loweſt proſtration of mind! when J 
conſider thy excellent greatneſs,” and my own ut- 
ter inſignificancy! Aud have I, exceſſively mean as 
I am, . J entertained any concerted apprehenſions 
of myſelf? Have J felt the leaft elatement of 
thought, in the preſence of ſo majeſtic and ador- 
able a Being? How ſhall this wound me with ſor- 
fow, and cover me with confuſion -O my GOD, 


compliſh and adorn the angels of light, amidſt all 
theſe noble endowments, I] would fall down in the 
deepeſt abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the infinitely 
ſuperior blaze of thy uncreated glories, I Would 
confeſs myſeif to be nothing, to be leſs than no- 
thing, and vanity. How much more ought I to 
maintain the moſt unſeigned humiliation, before 
thy divine majeſty, who am not only duſt and 
aſhes, but a compound of ignorance, imperfection, 
and depravity |! 75 | 


While beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my 


W hat 1s 
the 


abject littleneſs of all terreftrial things. 


4 iſles as a very little thing :” which, our critic obſerves, is neither 
anſwerable to the import of the original, nor conſonant to the 
ſtructure of the diſcourſe. Ihe prophet had no intention to inform 
mankind, what the Almighty could do, with regard to the iſlands, 
if he pleaſed to exert uncontrollable power. His deſign was to 
ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather what mere nothings they are, in 
his eſteem, and before his majeſty, —The iſlands, ſays he, though 
fo ſpacicus as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the 
abode of nations; though ſo frong as to withſtand, for many thou- 
fands of vears, the raging reiterated aſſaults of the whole wa; 
tery world; are yet, before the adored JEHOY AH, ſmall as the 
minuteſt grain, which the eye can ſcarce diſcern ; light as the fea- 
thered mote, which the leaſt breath hurries away like a tempeſt, 


Bw! PII , -inſalæ ſunt et leue quid, quod avolat. © The deep- rooted 
4, iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, 4y the gentleſt undylations 
% of the air, is waſted to and fro in perpetual agitation,” 
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the earth, with all her oſtentatious ſcenes, compar- 
ed with this aſtoniſhingly grand furniture of the 
ſkies? What, but a dim peck, hardly perceivable 
in the map of the univerſe? It is obſerved, by a 
very judicious writer,“ That if the ſun himſelf, . 
which enlightens this part of the creation, was ex- 
tinguiſhed ; and all the hoſts of planetry worlds, 
which move about him, were. annihilated ; they 
would not be miſled, by an eye that can take in 
the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a- 
grain of ſand upon the fea-thore. The bulk of 
which they conſiſt, and the ſpace which they oc- - 
cupy, 1s 10 exceedingly little in compariſon of the 
whole, that their loſs would ſcarce leave a blank 
in the immenſity of Gop's works. If then, not 
our globe only, but this whole ſyſtem, be ſo very 
diminutive; what is a kingdom or a county? what 
are a few lordſbips, or the ſo much admired patri- 
monies of thoſe who are ſtyled wealthy ff When 
I- meaſure them with my own little pittance, they 
ſwell into proud and bloated dimenſions ; but when 
I take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how fcanty is 
their ſize ; how- contemptible their figure! They 

ihrink into pompous nothings. T? 
When the keen ey'd eagle ſoars above all the 
feathered race, and leaves their very fight below; 
when ſhe wings her way, with direct aſcent, up the 
ſteep of heaven, and, ſteadily gazing on the meri- 
dian ſun, accounts its beaming ſplendors all ber 
own; does ſhe then regard, with any ſolicitude, 
the mote that is flying in the air, or the 4% which 
the ſhook from her feet? And ſhall this eternal. 
mind, which is capable of contemplating its Crea- 
tor's © 


* Spe, Vol. VIII. No 565. 


Þ TFuwvat inter fidera vagantem divitum pavimerta ridere, & totum cum 
Suro ſuo terram. Se | 


I Terrellæ grandia inania. Watts Hor, Lyr. 
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tor's glory, which is intended to enjoy the viſions 
of his countenance ; ſhall this eternal mind, endu- 
ed with ſuch great capacities, and made for ſuch 
exalted ends, be ſo ignobiy ambitions, as to ſigh for 
the tinſels of ſtate, or ſo poorly covetous, as to graſp 
after ample territories on a necdle's point * No : 
under the influence of ſuch conſiderations, I feel 
my ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a 
turn of ſublimity. My throbbing delires after 
worldly grandeur die away, and I find myſelf, is 
not poſſeſſed of power, yet ſuperior to its charms. 
Too long, muſt I own, have my affections been 
pinioned by vanity, and immured in this earth] 
clod, But theſe thoughts break the ſhackles. * 
Theſe objects open the door of liberty. My ſoul, 
fired by bel noble proſpects, weighs anchor from 
this little nook ; and coaſts no longer about its con- 
tracted ſhores; doats no longer on its painted 
ſhells, The immenſity of things is her range, and 
an infinity of bliſs is her aim. | 

Behold this immenſe expanfe, and admire the 
condeſcenſion of thy Gop. In this manner an in- 
ſpired and princely aſtronomer improved his ſurvey 
of the nocturnal heavens. © When I conſider thy 
« heavens, even the works of thy fingers, the 
„ moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ;” 
I am ſmitten with wonder at thy glory, and cry 
out in a tranſport of gratitude, © Lokbp, what is 
« man, that thou art mindful of him? or the ſon 
« of man, that thou viſiteſt him?” T How 
% amazing, how charming is that divine benignity, 
« which is pleaſed to bow down its ſacred regards 

2 | | « to 


* The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delighted outlet of her priſon here! 
There, diſincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In full proportion let looſe all her pow'rs, 
| Night-Thoughts, N, IX. 


+ Paal. vili. 3, 4. 
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tc to ſo fooliſh and worthleſs a creature! yea, diſ- 
& dains not, from the height of infinite exaltation, 
« to extend its kind providential care to our moſt © 
« minute concerns This is amazing. But that 
te the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould give his Son, to 
« he made fleſh, and become our Saviour! ſhall I 
« call it a miracle of condeſcending goodneſs ? ra- 
ce ther, what are all miracles, what are all myſteries, 
66 to this ineffable gift!“ 

Had the brigheft archangel been commiſſioned to 
come down, with the olive branch of peace in his 
hand, ſignifying his eternal Maker's readineſs to 
be reconciled : on our bended knees, with tears of 
Joy, and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to 
«© havereceived the tranſporting news.” But when, 
inſtead of ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his only- 
hegotten Son, his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, 
to make us the gracious overture ;———ſends him 
from the “ habitation of his holineſs and glory,” 
to put on the infirmities of mortality, and dwell in 
a tabernacle of clay; ſends him not barely to 
make us a tranſient viſit, but to abide many years 
in our inferior and miſerable world ;——ſends him, 
not to exerciſe dominion over monarchs, but to 
wear out his life in the ignoble form of a ſervant, 
and at laſt to make his exit under the infamous cha- 
racter of a malefattor ? was ever love like this? did 
ever grace ſtoop ſo low? Should the ſun be 

ſhorn 


* This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, where 
in a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplays 
the admirably condeſcending kindneſs of our Saviour. He thogubt 
it no robbery, it was his indiſputable right, to be equal with the 
infinite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal GOD. Yet, in mercy to finners, 
be emptied hinſeif of the incommunicable honours, and laid afide 
the robes of incomprehenſible glory, When he entered upon his 

mediatorial ftate, inſtead of aRing in the grand capacity of univer- 

ſal Sovereign, he took upon bim the form of a ſervant ; and not the 

form of thoſe miniſtering ſpirits, whoſe.duty is dignity itſelf, who 

are throned, though adoring, le took not on him the nature of 

angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower; aſſumed a body of _ 
| mate 
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ſhorn of all his radiant honours, and degraded in- 
to a clod of the valleys; ſhould all the dignitaries 


of heaven be depoſed form their thrones and degene- 
rate into inſects of a day; great, great would be the 
abaſement. But nothing to thine, molt bleſſed 
Jesus; nething to thine, thou Prince of Peace, 
when, for us men, and for our ſalvation, thou didſt 
not abhor the coarſe accommodations of the manger, 
thou didſt not decline even the gloomy horrors of 
the grave. | 

It is well, the ſacred oracles have given this doc- 
trine the moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence 
quite unconteſtable ; otherwiſe, a favour ſo unde- 
ſerved, ſo unexpected, and rich beyond all imagi- 


nation, might ſtagger our belief. Could HE who - 


launches all theſe planetary globes through the il- 


limitable void, and leads them on, from age to 


age, in their extenſive career; could HE reſign his 


hands to be confined by the girding cord, and his 
back to be ploughed by the bloody ſcourge : could 


HE who crowns all the itars with inextinguiſhable 

brightneſs, be himſelf defiled with /p:771ng, and diſ- 

figured with the thorny ſcar ? it is the greateſt of 
wonders, and yet the ſureſt of truths, | 


O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of 


the ſky, I wondered, a little while ago, at your 
vaſt dimenſions, and ample circuits. But now my 
amazement ceaſes, or rather 1s entirely ſwallowed 


up 


mated duſt, and was made in the likeneſs of men, thoſe inferior 
and depraved creatures. 
ſufficient for the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's love; for, 
being found in faſhion as a man, be humbled himſelf farther ſtill ; oc- 
cupied the loweft place, where all was low and ignoble. He not 
only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, but alſo bore the infirmities, 
and miniſtered to the neceſſities of mortals, He even waſhed the 
feet of others, and had not where to lay his own head. Yea, he 
carried his meritorious humiliation to the very deepeſt degrees of 
' Poſſible abaſement. He became obedient unto death ;——and not to 
a common or natural death, but a death more infamous than the 


gibdet, more torturous than the rack; even the accurſed death 


of the croſs, Phil, li, 0, 1, 8. | 


Aſtoniſhing condeſcenfion ! but not 


2 nnen ons be Se * en- . . * - ”_ 1 r creat * ras » 
— * 8 * 1 We” Fi. R 4 y 5 2 2 . n n 0 r Fl , 
£ , y 4% Mao 55th : WY 0 * e n 1 r 2 =, 
a . * : ' « * , 7 "7 * KEY "IIB Cy N bo OY ** 5 45 La + 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. gg 


up by a much more ſtupendous ſubject, Methinks, 
your enormous bulk is ſhrivelled to an atom, your 
prodigious revolutions are contracted to a ſpan, 
while I muſe upon the far more elevated heights, 
and unfathomable depths, the infinitely more exten- 
ded lengths, and unlimitted breadths, of this © love 
« of Gop in CHRIST JESUS. “ 


Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I ſee a mir- 
ror, which repreſents, in the moſt awful colours, 
the heinouſneſs of human guz/t Ten thouſand 
volumes, wrote on purpoſe to diſplay the aggrava- 
tions of my various acts of diſobedience, could not 
ſo effectually convince me of their inconceivable 
enormity, as the conſideration of that “ all glori- 
« ous perſon,” T who to make an atonement for 
them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. —* I have ſin- 
«© ned,” may every child oi Adam ſay, “and what 
&« ſhall J do unto thee, O thou obſerver of men?“ + 
Shall I give my firſt born for my tranſgreſſion, the 

4 fruit of my body for the {in of my foul? Vain 
? commutation, ard ſuch as would be rejected by the 
p bleſſed Gop, with the utmoſt abhorrence. Will 
all the potentates that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand 
kingdoms, devote their royal and honoured lives, 
to reſcue an obnox1ous creature from the. ſtroke of 
vengeance? Alas! it muſt colt more, incompar- 
ably more, to- expiate the malignity of ſin, and 
{ave a guilty wretch from heil. — Will all the prin- 
cipalities of heaven be content to aſſume my nature, 
| | wad * 
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® Eph. iii. 18, 19, | 15 | 
＋ NV quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione CHRISTI, eo profundius 


Peccati atrocitatem cognoſcet. 


20 * - 
— — — 5 
— 8 * 


IT ob vii. 20, Not preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but ob- 
Fer ver of men. Which phreſe, as it denotes the axact and inceſ- 
ſant inſpe ction of the divine eye; as it intimates the abſolute impoſ- 
| Bbility, that any tranſgreſfion ſhou}d eſcape the divine notice, is 
evidently moſt proper, both to aſſign the reaſon, and heighten the 
empba/;s of the context. | TY 
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and reſign themſelves to death for my pardon. * 
Even this would be too mean a ſatisfaction for in- 
exorable juſtice, too ſcanty a reparation of Gop's 
injured honour. So flagrant 1s human guilt, that 
nothing but a victim of finite dignity could con- 
ſtitute an adequate propitiation. He who ſaid, 
« Let there be light, and there was light ;”” Let 
there be a firmament, and immediately the blue 


curtains floated in the ſky ; He muſt take fleſh ; 


He muſt feel the fierce torments of crucifixion ; 
and pour out his ſoul in agonies, it ever ſuch tranſ- 
greſlors are pardoned. CO 

How vaſt is that debt, which all the wealth of 
both the Indies cannot difcharge ! how vitiated that 


habit 


Milton ſets this thought in a very poetical and ftriking light, 
All the ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne of the Su- 
preme Majeſty. God foreſees and foretells the fall of man, the 
ruin which will unavoidably enſue on his tranſgreſſion, and the ut- 
ter imp: ſibility of his being able to extricate himſelf from the abyſs 
of miſery. | 

4% He, with his whole poſterity, muſt die.; 
« Die he, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
« Some other able, and as willing, pay 

« The rigid ſatisfa&tion, death tor death.“ 


After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt ten- 


der emotions of pity, the following inquiry is addrefied to all the 


Currounding angels; 
6 Say, heav'nly pow'rs, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
& Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 
4% Man's mortal crime? and die, the dead to ſave 2 
« He aſk'd ; but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, 
« And ſilence was in heaven.” 


There is, to me at leaft, an inimatable ſpirit and beauty in the laſt 
That ſuch an innumerable multitude of generous 


circumſtance. 
and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ftruck dumb with ſurpriſe and 
terror, at the very mention of the deadly fer feiture and ranſom ſet ! 


No language is ſo eloquent as this ſilence. Words could not poili- 
| bly have ex preſſed, in ſo emphatical a mannar, the dreadful nature 


of the taſk ; the abſolute inability of any, or all creatures, to exe- 
cute it; the ſupereminent and matchleſs love of the eternal Son, in 
undertaking the tremendous work; not only without reluRance, but 
unſought and unimplored ; with readineſs, alacrity, and delight 
Paradiſe Loft, Book III. line 29. | 
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Habit of body, which all the drugs produced by 


nature herſelf, cannot reaify? But how much 
more ruined was thy condition, O my ſoul! how 
much more heinous were thy crimes! Since nothing 
Icſs than the ſufferings and death of Meſſiah, the 
Sox of Gop, and radiant image of his glory, could 
effect thy recovery, or cancel thy iniquity, 
Though, perhaps, thou art not funk ſo very deep 
in pollution, as ſome of the molt abandoned pro- 
fligates; yet remember the ineſtimable ranſom paid 
to redeem thee from everlaſting deſtruction. Re- 
member this; and © never open thy mouth any 
« more;”* either to murmur at the divine chaſtiſe- 
ments, or to glory in thy own attainments. Re- 
member this; and even *© joa thyſelf f for the 


« multitude of thy provocations, and thy great 
baſeneſs, | ; 


Once more, let me view this beautiful, this mag- 
nificent expanſe; and conceive ſome juſter appre- 
henſions of the unknown richneſs of my Saviour's 
atonement, —] am informed by a writer who cannot 
miſtake, that the High Prieſt of my profeſſion, 
who was alſo the ſacrifice for my fins, is „ higher 


than the heavens,” Þ more exalted in dignity, 


more bright with glory, than all the heavenly man- 
ſions, and all their illuſtrious inhabitants. If my 
heart was humbled at the conſideration of its ex- 
ceſſive guilt, how do all my drooping powers revive 


at this delightful thought ? The poor criminal that 
ſcemed to be tottering on the very brink of the in- 


ternal pit, is raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even to the 
portals of paradiſe. My ſelt-abaſement, I truſt, 
Will always continue; but my ſears, under the in- 

8 fluence, 


Ezek. xvi. 63, | Þ Ezek, xxxvi, 31. 


5 Heb, Vil, 25, 
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fluence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone. * 1 
do not, I cannot doubt the efficacy of this propi- 
tiation. //hile ] ſee a glimpſe of its matchleſs ex- 
cellency, and verily believe myſelf intereſted in its 
merits, I know not what it is to feel any miſgivin 
ſuſpicions; but am ſtedfaſt in faith, and Joyful 
through hope. 


Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 


here is more than full payment for all that prodi- 
our ſum. Let the enemy of mankind, and accu- 
er of the brethren, load me with inreCtives; this 
one 2 A divine Redemeer died, moſt thoroughly 
quaſhes every indictment. For though there be 
much turpitude and manifold tranſgreſſions, “ there 
«« 15 no condemnation to thoſe that are in CHRIST 
« IEsus.“ —Nay, were I chargeable with all the 
vileſt deeds, which have been committed in every 
age of the. world, by every nation of men; even in 


this moſt deplorable caſe, I need not fink into de- 
fpair. Even ſuch guilt, though grievous beyond 


all expreſſion, is not to be 1 with that 
abundance of grace and righteouſne 
in 


I am ſorry to find, that ſome ef my readers were a little dif- 
guſted at this expreſſion.“ My fears are quit gone;“ as thinking 
it diſcovered a tincture of arrogance in the writer, and tended to 
diſcourage the weak Chriftian. But I hope amore mature confider- 
ation will acquit me from btb theſe charges, For what has the 
author ſaid? Only, that at ſome peculiarly happy moments, when 
the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs of Cnx1sT in his heart, and he is 
favoured with a glimpſe of the Redeemet's matchleſs excellency,—- 
that, in theſe Srigbter intervals of life, his trembling fears, with re- 

gard to the deciſive ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into 


pleaſing expectations. And what is there, in ſuch a declaration, 


offenſive to the ride modeſty, or Yiſpiriting to the weakeſt belie- 
ver? Inſtead of creating diſcouragement, it points out the way to 
obtain a ſettled tranquility, Its natural rendency is, to engage the 
ſerious mind in a more conſtant and attentive meditation on the 
unknown merits of the divine MEDIATOR. And were we more 
thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affected, with his unutterable 
dignity, I am perſuaded our uneaſy apprehenſions would propere 
tiouably vaniſh, our faith be eftablitked, our hopes brightened, aud 
Gur joys enlarged, | e 
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in the incarnate Divinity. How great, how tran- 
ſcendently glorious, are the perfactions of the ador- 
ed JEHOVAH ! So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, 
is the expiation of the dying IE SuS. It is impoſſi- 
ble for the human mind, to exalt this atonement * 
too highly; it is impoſſible for the HuMBLE PE- 
NITENT to confide in it too ſteadily. The ſcrip- 
W tures, the ſcriptures of eternal truth, have ſaid it, 
= (cxult, my ſoul, in the belief of it!), that the 
blood on which we rely, is GoD's wn bleed and 
therefore all-ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to 
ſave, DN 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more exem- 
plary ſaint, ſeems to have been well acquainted 
Vith this comfortable truth. What elſe can be the 
import of that very remarkable, but moſt devout 
declaration? © Thou ſhalt purge me with hyſſop, 
« and I ſhall be clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and L 
6“ ſhall be whiter than ſnow.” « I have been 
4c ouilty, I mult confeſs, of the moſt complicated 
« and ſhocking crimes ; inflamed by every aggra- 
« vating circumſtance, with regard to myſelf, my 
«© neighbour, and my Gop. Myſelf, who have 
f e « been 


La) 


* This doctrine, though rich with conſo/ation to the ruined finner, 
yet is it not likely to open a door for /icentiouſne/s, 3nd embolden 
tranſgreſſors to proſecute their VICES ?——No:; it is the moft 
powerful motive to that genuine repentance, which fowws from an 
unfeigned love of Gop, and eferates in a hearty deteitation of all 
fin, One who knew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the Loxzp, 
and was no ſtranger to the ſinful perverſeneſs of our nature, ſays, 
© There is mercy with thee: THEREFORE ſhalt thou be feared.“ 
Pal, cxzx, 4.——— Words full to my purpofe ; which at once add 
the higheſt authority to this ſentiment, and direct our minds to its 
Proper influence and due improve ment. | 805 


7 Acts xx. 28, 
+ Pfal, li, J. Thou ſhalt purge.” E prefer this tranſlation 


before the new one; becauſe this ſpeaks the language of a more 


ſted faſt belief, and gives the higheſt honour to the divine goodneſs, 
Were the words intended to bear no more than the common peti- 
tionary ſenſe, and not to be expreflive of a noble plerapbory of faith, 


5 would rather have been No and Pag; imperatives, no 
utareg, | | ; 
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« been bleſſed above men, and the diſtinguiſhed 


« favourite of Providence; my neighbour, who, in 
&« the molt dear and tender intereſts, has been ir- 
« reparably injured ; my GOD, who might jultly 
« expect the molt grateful returns of duty, inſtead 
“ of ſuch enormous violations of his law. Yet, 
« all horrid and execrable as my offence is, it is no- 
ce thing to the ſuperabundant merit of that great 
& Redeemer, Who was promiſed from the founda- 
« tions of the world; in whom all my fathers 
« truſted ; who is the hope of all the ends of the 
« earth. Though my conſcience be more loath- 
“ ſome, with adulterous impurity, than the dung- 


4 hill; though treachery and murder have render- | 


« ed it even black as the gloom of hell; yet, waſh- 
«© ed in the © fountain opened for fin and for un- 
% cleanneſs, * I ſhall be I fay, not pure only, 
„ this were a diſparagement to the efficacy of m 

«© Saviour's death; but I ſhall be fair as the th, 
“ and white as the ſnow. Nay, let me not dero- 
« gate from the glorious object of my confidence; 
“ cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanctifying ſtream, I 
© ſhall be Fairer than the full blown lily, whiter 
« than the new fallen ſnows.“ 


% Power,” ſaith the ſcripture, “ belongeth un- 
4 toGop.” And in what majeſtic lines is this 
attribute of JEHOVAH written, throughout the 
whole volume of the creation? eſpecially through 
thoſe magnificent pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry 
regions; which are therefore ſtyled, by the ſweet 
and ſeraphic ſinger of Iſrael, „ the firmament of 
« his power ;” + becauſe the grand exploits of Om- 
nipotence are there diſplayed with the utmoſt pomp, 
and recorded in the moſt legible characters. 

Who that looks upward to the midnight {ky, 
and, with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling 

ONT wonders, 


Zech, xiii. t. + Pfal. Ixil. 11. 4 Pfal. cl. 1. 


E. e. 3 222.2 
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wonders, who can forbear enquiring, Of what were 
theſe mighty orbs formed *!———Amazing to re- 
late! they were produced without materials. 
They ſprung from emptineſs itſelf, The ſtately fa- 
bric of univerſal nature emerged out of nothing. 
What n/iruments were uſed by the Supreme 
Architect, to faſhion the parts with ſuch exquiſite 
niceneſs, and give ſo beautiful a poliſh to the whole? 
How was all connected into one finely-proportion- 
ed, and nobly-finiſhed ſtructure? A bare fiat ac- 
compliſhed all. LET THEM BE, ſaid Gop. He 
added no more; and immediately the marvellous 
edifice aroſe, adorned with every beauty, diſplay- 
ing innumerable perfections, and declaring, amidſt 
enraptured ſeraphs, its great CREATOR's praiſe. 
« By the word of the Loxp were the heavens 
« made, and all the hoſt of them by the breath of 
« his mouth.“ What forceful machinery frxed 
ſome of thoſe ponderous globes, on an immove- 
able baſis? What irreſiſtible impulſe bowled others 
through the circuit of the heavens? What coercive 
energy confined their impetuous courſes, within li- 
mits aſtoniſhingly large, yet moſt minutely true? 
Nothing but his ſovereign will, For all things 
were at firſt conſtituted, and all to this day abide, 
« according to his ordinance.” 

Without 


If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to en- 
noble the next paragraph, it is partly becauſe of its unequalled ſu5- 
limity ; partly becauſe it awakens the moſt grand idea of creating 
power; and partly, becauſe the practice of the Pſalmiſ, an autho- 
Tity too great to be controverted, is my precedent, —The beautiful 
ſtanza quoted from Pſal. xxxiii. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the 
royal poet entered into the majeſty of the Moſaic narration. The 
repetition of the ſentiment, wer. 9. intimates how peculiarly he 
Was charmed with that noble manner of deſcribing the divine opera- 
tons ; while the turn of his own compoſition ſhews, how perfectly 
he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated 5vay of thinking: and this, long be- 
tore Longinus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has taught the 
Heathen, as well as the Chriſtian world, to admire the dignity of 
the Jewith legiſlator's fiy le. Vid Longin. de Sublim, Sect. IX. 
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Without any toilſome aſſiduity or laborious pro- 
ceſs, to raiſe--to touch—to ſpeak ſuch a multitude 


of immenſe bodies into being to launch them 
through the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from 
the hand of a giant,—to impreſs on ſuch unwerldly 
maſſes a motion far outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of 
the winged creation ! * and to continue them in 
the ſame rapid whirl, for thouſands and thouſands 
of years what an amazing inſtance of infinite 
might is this Can any thing be impoſſible to the 
Lokp, the Lord Gop, the Creator and control- 
ler of all the ends of the earth, all the regions of 
the univerſe? Rather, is not all that we count 
difficult, perfect eaſe to that glorious Being, who 
only ſpake, and the world was made? f who only 
gave command, and the ſtupendous axle was lodg— 
ed fait, the lofty wheels moved complete What 
a ſure defence, O my ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength 
af thy God ! Be this thy continual refuge, in the 
article of danger; this thy never-failing reſource, in 
every time of need, | 
What cannot this uncontrollable power of the 


great JEHOVAH effect for his people? Be their mi- 


ſeries ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve 
them? Be their wants ever ſo numerous, cannot 
this Gop ſupply them; Be their corruptions with- 
in ever ſo inveterate, or their temptations Without 

ever 


® To give one inſtance of this remark : The carth, in the 


diurnal revolution which it performs on its own axis, whirls abut 


av the rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great 
orbit which it defcribes avnually round the ſun, is reckoned at 540 
millions of miles, it muſt zrave/ near a million and half each day.— 
What a force muſt be requiſite to protrude ſo vaſt a globe; and 


wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and ponderous 


rocks, at ſuch a prodigious degree of rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes human 
conception ! How natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, 
after ſuch an obſervation, is the acknowledgment made by holy 
Job! “ I know that THov canſt do every thing, and that no 
«« thought, no imaginable ſcheme, can be with-holden from chee, 
s* can lie beyond thy pexuer to execute. Chap. xlii. 2. 


T Pſal, xxxiii, 9. 
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erer ſo importunate, cannot this mighty, mighty 
Gop ſubdue the former, and fortify them againſt 
the latter? Should trials, with an inceſſant ve- 
hemence, ſift thce as wheat! ſhould 7?ribulation, 
with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to powder; 
ſhould Pleaſure, with her bewitching ſmiles, ſolicit 
thee to delicious ruin; “ yet hold thee faſt by 
« 0b,“ and lay thy help upon him, that is om- 
nipotent. * Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch 

calamitous 


* It is a moſt charming 3 as well as a moſt comfort- 
able promiſe, which we find in Iſa. xl. 29, 30, 31. — HE giveth 


power to the feeble; and to them that bave no might at all, he not only 


imparteth, but increaſeth ſtrengtb; making it to abound, where it 
did not ſo much as exiſt.— Without this aid of Jehovah, even the 
youths, amidſt the very prime of their vigour and activity, ſhall 
become languid in their work, and weary in their courſe,» And the 
young men, to whoſe reſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed imprac- 
ticable, ſpall not only not ſucceed, but wtrerly fall, and miſcarry in 
their various enterpriſes. Wbereas, they that wait upon the LORD, 
and confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a generous ardor, 
from one degree of religious improvement to another. Inſtead 
of exhauſting, they ſal! renew their 7 1 dithculties ſhall ani- 
mate, and toil invigorate them. They ſhall mount up, as with ſoar- 
Ing wings, above all oppoſition ; they thall be carried through every 
diſcouragement, as eagles cleave the yielding air. They fhall run 
with ſpeed and alacrity the way of God's commandments, and no? 


be <veary : they ſhall bold on, ( progredientur, carpent itur,) with 
conſtancy and perſeverance, in thoſe peaceful paths, and net Jan's 
ut arriv.: at the end of their progreſs, and receive the prize of their 
hig call ng. | | 

To tnis moſt cheering doctrine, permit me to add its no lefs 
beautiful and delightful contraſt, Eliphaz, ſpeaking of the enemies 


of the righteous, ſays, WP n >; which is rendered by a great 
critic in ſacred learning, Nibil exciſum factio nobis adverſaria. 
We ſhould reckon our language acquitted itſelf tolerably well, if, 
when depreciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould repreſent 
them weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the difoting ſmoke. But 
theſe are cold forms of ſpeech, compared with th 

eaſt, According to the genius of our Bible, a!! the poxver that op- 
Peſet the godly, is a mere nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more em- 
phatical air of contempt, a deſtroyed, an extirpated nothing. Ad- 
(wb this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with daring images, and 


what Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and Powng diction, 
c 


emember this declaration, ye that fight the good fight of faith. 
The united force of all your enemięs, be it ever ſo formidable to 
the eye of fleſh, is, before your Almighty Guardian, nibil nibiliſimum, 
ay only nothing, but Jet chan nothing, and vanity. Jod xx. 
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calamitous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch im- 
minent peril, but thy God, whom thou ſerveſt, is 
able to deliver thee from the one, and to ſupport 
thee under the other, To ſupport ! to deliver! 
Let me not diſhonour the unlimited greatneſs of 
his power, He is able to exalt thee, from the deep- 
eſt diſtreſs, to the moſt triumphant joy: and to 
make even a complication of evils work together 
for thy everlaſting good. Fe is able, not only to 
accompliſh what I have been ſpeaking, but “ to do 
« excecding abundantly above all that we can aſk, 
«or think. 

O! the wretched condition of the wicked, who 
have this LoRD of all power for their enemy! O! 
the deſperate madneſs of the ungodly, who provoke 
the Almighty to jealouſy !—Beſotted creatures! 
are you able to contend with your Maker, and en- 
ter the liſts againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Can 
you bear the fierceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the 
vengeance of his lifted arm? At his preſence, 
though awfully ſerene, the hills melt like wax, and 
the © mountains ſkip like frighted-lambs,” At the 
leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure, the foundations 
of nature rock, and the pillars of heaven trem- 
„ hle.” How then can a withered leaf endure, 
when “ his lips axe full of indignation, and his 

. „ tongue 


® IT ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any farther, 
was it not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quoted above, 
and to be found, Eph. hi. 20. Which, if I do not greatly miſ- 
take, is the moſt complete repreſentation of divine power, that it is 
poſſible for words to frame. To do all that our tongue can /, 
Is a miracle of might. But we often think more than we can 
expreſs, and are aRuated with © groanings unutterable.” Vet, to 
anſwer theſe vaſt deſires, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our 
heaven!y Father. Nay, to make his gifts and his bleſſings com- 
menſurate to the largeſt fretch of human expectations, is a ſmall 
thing with the Gop of glory. He is able to do above all that the 
moſt enlarged apprehenſion can imagine; yea, to do abundantiy 
more, exceeding abundantly more, than the mind itſelf, in the utmoſt 
exertion of all its faculties, is capable of wiſhing, or knows how te 
conceives | | 


THE STARRY HEAVEN S. 105 


e tongue as a devouring fire?“ —Or can any thing 
fereen a guilty worm, when the great and terrible 
Gop ſhall “ whet his N Word, and his 
c hand take hold on 7nexcrable judgment?“ When 
that hand, which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of ex- 
ceſſive bulk, “ with ſuch {urpriling rapidity, thro' 
the ſky; that hand, which darts the comets to fuch 
unmeaſurable diſtances, beyond the orbit of our 
remoteſt planet, beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeft 
eye; when THAT HaxD is ſtretched out to punith, 
can the munition of rocks, the intervention of ſeas, 
or even r u: worlds, divert the blow? 
Conſider this, Anibilion, and bow thy haughty crelt, 
.Coniider this, DriſebMr:ence, and bend thy iron 
ſinew. O! conſider this, all ye that forget or 
front the tremendous Jruovan. He can, Ay 
ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in utter ruin: 
and can he want power to bring yu, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, to the duit of death, 
or to the flames of hell? He has—T ſay not, ten 
thouſand lightenings to ſcorch you to athes ; ten 
thoufand thunders to cruſh you into atoms; but, 
what is unſpeakably more dreadful, —he has an a- 
my of terrors, even in the 1254 of hin angry counte— 
nance. His very frown is worle than de -(truQion, 
cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring 
the patience of the blelied Gop, Wins though 1o 
ſtrong and powertul, yet: is Provox ze every day. ; 
——-Surely, as is his maje eliy, ſo is his mercy ; his 
pity altogether eee ai to his power. It 1 
vilify but the name of an earthly monarch, I loſe 


my 


* Ole of the planets (Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than ninety 
times as big as the globe on which we lire. According to the ſame 
calculation, the largeſt of the planers (Juprer) is above 200 times 
vaſter than this vaſt collection of fpacious forefts, towering moun- 
tains, extenſive continents, and byuncdieſs oceans: Such enor- 
nous magnitude! winged with ſuch prodigious ſpeed it raiſes 
aſtoniſhment beyond exp: eflion,—** With Gov is terrible majeſty !” 
Job xxxvii. 22. „% Who ſhall not fear T 1 EE, ') Logo, and 
«© glorify thy name * Rev. NV. 4. ; 


Vol. II. tQ 


106 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


my liberty, and am confined to the dungeon. If I 
appear in arms and draw the ſword, againſt my 
national ſovereign 3 my life is forfeited, and my 
very blood will ſcarce atone for the crime. But 
thee I have diſhonoured, O! thou King immortal 
and inviſible ! againit thee my breaſt has fomented 
fecret diſJaffeftion ; my behaviour has riſen up in 
aßen rebellion ; and yet I am ſpared, yet I am pre- 
ſerved. Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy pre- 
fence, ] ſit at thy table, and am fed from thy hand, 
Inſtead of purſuing me with hunderbslts of ven- 
geance, thy favours ſurround me on every ſide. 
That arm, that injured arm, which might juſtly 
fall, with irretrievable ruirft, on a traitor's head, is 
moſt graciouſly ſtretched out, to careſs him with 
the tendereſt endearments, to cheriſh him with 
every inſtance of parental kindneſs. O] thou migh- 
tieſt, thou beſt of beings, how am I pained at my 
very ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and odious diſingenu— 
ity! Let me always aboininate myſelf, as the baſeſt 
of creatures; but adore that unwearied long ſuffer- 
ing of thine, which refuſes to be irritated ; love 
that unremitted goodneſs, which no acts of ingra- 
titude could ſtop, or ſo much as check, in its gra- 
cious current. O! let this ſtubborn heart, which 
duty could not bind, which threatenings could not 
awe, be the captive, the zwilling captive, of ſuch 
triuwphant beneficence. 


I have often been ſtrack with wonder at that al- 
mighty ſkill, which werghed the mountains in ſcales, 
. the hills in a balance; which proportioned the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, and @djuſted the 
duſt of the earth* by a meaſure. But how much 

more 


* Tſa, xl. 12. Theduft of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, 
fignifics the dry land, or ſolid part of our globe; which is placed in 
contradiſtirction to the whole collection of „ui matter, mentioned 
in the precceding clauſe.— Perhaps, this remarkable expreſſion 

. 5 | | may 
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more marvellous is that magnificent œconomy, 
which poiſed the ſtars with inexpreſſible nicety, and 
meted out the heavens with a ſpan? where all is 
prodigioufly vaſt, and immenſely various, and yet 
more than mathematically exact Surely the i- 
dim of Gop manifeits itſelf in the ſkies, and ſhines 
in thoſe lucid orbs ; ſhines on the contemplative 
mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter than 
that which their united ſplendors tranſmit to the 
eye. 

"Behold yonder countlefs multitude of globes 
conſider their amazing magnitude ; regard them as 
the ſovereigns of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompa- 


nied with his planetary equipage. Upon this ſup- 


poſition, what a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres 
muſt be perpetually running their rounds in the 
upper regions? Yet none miſtake their way or 
wander from the goal, though they paſs through 
trackleſs and unbounded fields. None fly off from 
their orbits, info extravagant excurſions; none 


9035 in upon their centre, with too near an approach. 
one interfere with each other in their perenniel 
paſſage, or intercept the kindly communications of 
another's influence.“ But all their rotations pro- 


ceed 


may be intended to intimate, not only the extreme nicenefſs, which 
ſtated the dimenfions of the world in general, or in the groſs; but 
alſo that particular exatFneſs, with which the very ſmalleſt materials 
that conſtitute its frame (not excepting each individual atom) were 
calculated and diſpoſed. 9. d. It is a ſmall thing to ſay, no ſuch 
enormous redundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were 
ſuffered to fubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of ſd 
ſuperfluous, or a fingle particle of duſt deficient. As thegrand aim 
of the defcription is, to celebrate the conſummate <oiſdom exemplified 
in the creation, and to diſplay that perfect proportion with which 
Every part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the whole: I 
have taken leave to alter the word of our Englith tranflation compre 
bend, and introduce in its ftead a term equally faithful to the He- 
brew, and more ſignificative of the prophet's preciſe idea, 

The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens 
very rarely, And then it is of ſo ſhort a continuance, as not to be 
at all inconvenient, Nay, it is attended with ſuch circumſtances as 
render it rather uſeful than prejudicial, | 
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ceed in eternal harmony; keeping ſuch time, ang 
obſerving ſuch laws, as are molt exquiſitely adapted 
to the pertection of the whole. While I contem- 
platethis “ excellent wiſdom, which made the hea- 
wens,“ and attuncs all their motions, how am ! 
abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance. and folly, 
which has, at any time, inclined me to murmur at 
thy drſpenſations, O LoxD! what is this, but a ſort 
of implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy, and -2 
tacit denial of thy infinite underſtanding !——Haſft 
thou ſo regularly placed ſuch a wonderful diverſity 
of ſyſtems, through the ſpaces of the univerſe ?— 
didit thou, without any probationary eſſays, with- 
out any improving retouches, ſpeak them into the 
-moit conſummate perfection? doſt thou continu— 
ally ſuperintend all their eircumſtances, with a ſa— 
gacity that never miſtakes the minuteſt title of pro- 
priety? and ſhall I be fo unaccountably ſtupid, as 
to queition the i of thy diſcernment, in © chul- 
ing my inheritance, and fixing the bounds of 
„muy habitation !''—Not a ſingle erratum, in mo- 
delling the ſtructure, determining the diſtance, * 
and conducting the career of zmumbercd worlds! 
and ſhall my peeviſh humour preſume to cenſure 
thy interpolition, with regard to the affairs of one 
incor liderable creature, whoſe ſtature, in ſuch a 
comparative view, is leſs than a ſpan, and his pre- 
ſent duration little more than a moment; 
O! thou Goy, “ in whoſe hand my breath is, 
& and whole are all my ways, let ſuch ſentiments 
as 


© The fun in particular, (and let this ſerre as a ſpecimen of that 
mott curious exattneſs with which the other ccleſtial b.dies are con- 
titnted, and all their circumſtarces regulated), the ſun is formed of 
ſuch a determinate rognitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient dif- 
tance, —“ as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the 
« ground with its kindly warmth, If it was larger, it would fet 
«& the earth on fire; if ſmailer, it would leave it frozen, If it 
& was never vs, we thould be ſcorched to death; if farther from 
& us, we ſyuld not be able to live for want of heat,” Stackbcufe's 
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3 now poſſeſs my thoughts, be always lively on my 
heart! theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a cheerful 
acquieſcence, and a hantſul ſubmiſſion ; even when 
afflictions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break 
my ſchemes. Then {hall I, like the grateful patri- 
arch, * in all the changes of my condition, and even 
in the depths of diſtreſs, crect an altar of adoring 
reſignation, and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's matte, 
To GOD ONLY WISE. Then, ſhouldſt thou give 
me leave to be the carver of my own fortunes, I 
would humbly defire to relinquiſh the grant, and 
recommit the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy 1 be- 
neficence; fully perſuaded that thy counſels, though. 
contrary to my troward inclinations, or even afflic- 
tive to my fleſh, are incomparably more eligible, 
than the blind impulſe of my own will, however 
ſoothing to animal nature, 


On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accu- 
racy or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly 
bodies. They appear like an nflricus chaos; a 
promiſcuous heap of ſhining globes ; neither ran nked 
in order, nor moving by line. But what /eems 
contuſion, is all regularity. . What carries.a thew 
of negligence, is really the reſult of the moſt ma- 
ſterly contrivance. You think, perhaps, they rove 
in their aerial flight; but they rave dy..4 the niceſt 
rule, and without the leaſt error. Their circuits“ 
though ſeemingly devious; their mazes though 
intricate to our apprchenſions, + are marked out, 
not indeed with golden compaſſes, but by the in- 
Try more exact determinations of the all-wiſe 

Spirit. 


See Gen. xii. 6, 7, 8. 


Mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd; yet regular 
Iden moſt, when moſt irregular they feem. Ait. 
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So what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appointed for the godly, has really the 
nature of a bleſſing. It iſſues from fatherly love, 
and will terminate in the richeſt good. If Foſeph is 
ſnached from the embraces of an indulgent parent, 
and abandoned to flavery in a foreign Jand ; it is in 
order to fave the holy family from periſhing by fa. 
mine, and to preſerve “ the ſeed in whom all the 
nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.“ If he 
falls in the deepeſt diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that 
he may riſe to the higheſt honours. Even the con- 
hnement of the priſon, by the unſearchable work- 
ings of providence, opens his way to the right 
hand of the throne itſelf. Let the molt afflicted 
ſervant of JEsUs wait the final upſhot of things. 
He will then diſcover the apparent expediency of all 
thoſe tribulations which now, perhaps, he can. 
hardly admit, without reluQance ; or ſuffer, with- 
out ſtruggles of diſſatisfaction. Then the guſhing 
tear, and the heaving ſigh, will be turned into tides 
of gratitude, and hymns of holy wonder. 8 5 

In the mean time, let no audacious railer pre- 
ſumptuouſly impeach the divine procedure; but, 
adoring where we cannot comprehend, let us ex- 
pea the evolution of the myſterious plan. Then 
{hall every eye perceive, that the ſeeming labyrinths 
of Providence were the moſt direct and compendious 
way, to effect his general purpoſes of grace, and 
to bring about each one's particular happineſs. * 
Then alſo ſhall it be clearly ſhewn, in the preſence 
of applauding worlds, why virtue pined in want, 
While vice rioted in affluence ; why amiable Inno- 
cence ſo often dragged the dungeon chain, Ware 

| N OITILG 


Sn — — The moral world, 
Which, thougtyto us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on. 
In higher order; fitted and impell'd 
By Wiſdom's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all | 
Jn gen'ral good.. Thompſe Winter, I. 586. 
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horrid Guilt trailed the robe of ſtate. That day 
of univerſal audit, that day of everlaſting retribu- 
tion, will not only vindicate, but magnify, the whole 
management of Heaven. The auguſt ſeſſions ſhall 
cloſe with this unanimous, this glorious acknow- 
ledgment : Though clouds and darkneſs, impene- 
« trable by any human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes 
* round about the ſupreme conductor of things; 
« yet righteouſneſs and judgment were the conſtant 
« habitation of his ſeat ; * the invariable ſtandard 
« of all his adminiſtrations.” Thus, (if I may 
illuſtrate the grandeſt truths by inferior occurren- 
ces), while we view the arras on the ſide of lea/# 
diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy, without 


any nice ſtrokes of art, nothing but a confuſed 


jumble of incoherent threads. No ſooner is the 


piece beheld in its proper aſpect, but the ſuſpected 


rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt curious arrange 
ment takes place. We are charmed with deſigns 
of the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt graceful 


form. All is ſhaped with ſymmetry, all is clad in 
beauty. | 


The goedneſs of Gor is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in the ſkies.——— Could we take an underſtanding; 


ſurvey of whatever is formed by the divine Archi- 
tect, throughout the whole extent of material 
things; our minds would be tranſported with their 
excellencies, and our tongues echo back that great 
encomium, They are © good, very good.” F Mott 


beautiful in themſelves; contrived by unerring 


wiſdom, and executed with inimitable ſkill. Moſt 
uſeful in their functions; exactly fitting the places 


they: 


Pal. xcvii. 2. 1 Gen, i. 31. 


T This vaXoayalkmz of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been 


very highly and very juſtly extolled, by the ancient inquirers into 
nature; and was indeed an illuſtrious ſcene, ſpread before the ſages 
of the Heathen world, wherein to contemplate the goodneſs and the 


glories of the Supreme Being. It was nobly ſaid, by a Pagan 
e "BAG Philofopher, 
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they fill, and completely anſwering the purpoſes: 
for w hich they were intended. All the parts of 
the inanimate creation proclaun, both by their in- 
tiinlc and relative excellencies, the all-diffuſive be- 
nohcence of their Maker. 

How much more wonderful are the diſplays of 
divine indulgence. in the worlds.of life! Becauſe 
dead matter is incapable of delight, therefore the 
gracious Creator. has raiſed innumerable ranks of 
He tive e xilence; fuck as are qualified to taſte 
inis bounty, and enjoy cxch a happineſs ſuited to 
118 peculiar ſtate. With this view, he furnimed 
the regions of inferior nature, with an order and: 
a ſeries: of ſenſitive being gs. The waters teem with- 
{hcals.of finny inhabitants; The dry land ſwarms 
with animals of every order. The dwellings of 
the firmament are occupied by multitudes of winged 
people. Not ſo much as a green leaf, philoſophers: 
fay, but lodges and acco >mmodates its puny animal- 
cule tenants, * And wheretore this diverſity, 

this 


(0fpter, on this occaſi ng Es 01012 PCT CAT % Toy Oey 
N. PTE. „% That Cop, when he urdertook the, 
„% work of crea un, tranSfurmed hinmfeif into love.“ — But he need 
not tran form himſelf into this amiable principle; for“ Gon is 
„ barbie; as was much more nobly ſaid by one om that philoſo-- 
p< er would have termed a Za; Zarin. i John iv. 8. 


T A very cclebvrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſub- 


Tee, jnforms his readers, that all nature ſwarms wich life. In ſub-- 


tet ran an cells, the earth heaves with vital motion. Even the hard 
Hone, in the very inmoſt Teceiles of its impenetrable citadel, holds 


mpgltutudes of animated jnhabitants. The lp 6 f mellow fruit, 


ard alt the productions of the orchard, feed the invibfile nations. 
ah {iguid, whether of acid taſte, or milder reliſh, abounds with 
Lerious forms of ſenſitive. exiſtence; Nor is the pure Arcam, or 
tranſparent air, without their colonies of unſeen people. —In which 


conſtitution of things we have a wonderful inſtance, not only of the 


divine goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving then a capacity 


ir animal gratifications ; but of his tender care or mankind, in 


making them ige, ces · il. to our ſenſes. 


Thefe, conceal'd | 
Ey the k ind art of torming heav'n, efcape 


Mw. 
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this profuſion of living creatures, flying the airs 
treading the ground, and gliding throug th paths 
of the Ra! For this mo{t gracious rcaſon.— That 
the eternal Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabun- 
dant goodneſs: that his telle may be furniſhed with 
millions and millions of gueſts ; that he may fill, 
every hour, every moment, their mouths with food, 
or their hearts with glalnefs 5 | 
But what a ſmall theatre are three or four ele. 
ments for the operations of bs 10VAH's bounty! 
His magnificent liberality ſcrons ſuch 1c anty limits; 
If you aſk,. Wherefore has he created all worlds, 
and repleniſhed them with an unknown mult; pli- 
city of beings, riſing one above another in an end- 
iels gradation of. 1 rich er en- enen and ſtill 
nobler capacities? The anfwer is— For the mani- 
feſtation of his on glory, and eſpecially for * 
commutnicatiz of his inexhaultible beneficence. 
The great Creator could propole no adv antage 
to him{cli; His bliſs is incapable of any addition. 
Before the mountains were brougit lorth, OF 
« ever the earth and the world were made,” he was 


ſupremely h happy, in his own dependent and all- 


ſulficient Self. His grand deſigu, therefore, in 
ere cting ſo many. ſtately fabrics, and peopling them 


With 


The groſſer eye of man: for, if the worlds, 
In worlds inclos'd, ſhould on his ſenſes burſt, 
From cates ambrofisl, and the ne&ar'd bowl, 
_ Fed turn abhorrer 5 and, in dead of ni ot 
When filence Neeps v'er all, be ftun'd with noiſe. 
I homon's Summer. 


* A ſacred writer, conſidering this delightſul ſubjeR, ind con- 
ning his obſervation within the narrow limits ot his oon Countiys 
cries out, with a mixture of amazementand gratitude, “ Huw Nat 
* 0 his- goodneſs, and how great is his beauty Y'———\ ho then 
can forbear being loſt in wonder, and tranſpor:ed with deil guts 
when he extends his turvey to thoſe infinitely more £9p194S 72g 
nicatians of divine bounty, which, like ſalutacy ind refrefhing 
fireams, run througiv all worlds, a make, not only the little wa 
vs Of a fingle kingdom, but the immeatity of cxeation, J“ any 
Jug Tech. ix, » 37s 
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with ſo many tribes of inhabitants, was, to tranſ.- 

Fuſe his exuberant kindneſs, and impart felicity in 

all its forms. Ten thouſand worlds, ſtocked with 

ten thouſand times ten thouſand ranks of ſenſitive 

and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious gar- 
dens, which, with rivers of communicated joy, this 

ever-flowing fountain waters continually. 

Boundleſs, * and (which raiſes our idea of this 

divine principle to the very higheft degree of per- 

tection) diſintereſted munificence | * How inexpreſ- 

fibly amiable is the bleſſed Gop, conſidered in this 

charming light! Ts it poſſible to conceive any ex- 

cellence 1o adorable and lovely, as infinite benevo- 

| | Tence, guided by unerring wiſdom, and exerting 

| almighty power, on purpoſe to make a whole uni- 

i | verſe happy? O my ſou}, what an zrreſi/tible at- 

tradtive is here! what a moſt worthy object for thy 

1 molt fervent affection! Shall now every glittering 

| toy become a rival to this tranſcendently beneficent 

Being, and rob him of thy heart No. Let his 

all- creating arm teach thee to truſt in the fulneſs of 

his ſufficiency :—let his all- ſuperintending eye in- 

cline thee to acquieſce in the diſpenſations of his 
providence land let his bounty ſo freely vouch- 

| ſafed, ſo amply diffuſed, induce thee to love him 

with all the ardor of a grateful and admiring ſoul ; 

induce thee to ſerve him, not with a joyleſs awe, 

or laviſh dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and 
| a delightful complacency. | G 85 

If the goodneſs of God is ſo admirably ſeen in 
| the works of nature, and the favours of provi- 
| dence ; with what a noble ſuperiority does it ever 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — — — 
Av + — 2 py 


triumph 


* 


® In this ſenſe, ** there is none good but One, that is GOD :“ 
none univerſally and eſſentially good: none whoſe goodneſs extends 
ztſe lf, in an infinite variety of bleſtings, to every capable object, or 
Who always diſpenſes his favours, from the ſele principle of Free 
and diſintereſted benevolence, | | | 
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triumph in the myſtery of redempton ! * Redemp- 
tion is the brigheſt mirror, in which to contem- - 
plate this moſt lovely attribute of the Deity. O- 
ther gifts are only as mzzes from the divine treaſu- 
ry; but redemption opens, I had almoſt ſaid ex- 
hauſts, all the fores of indulgence. and grace. 
Herein “ Gop commendeth his love ;” 4 not only 
manifeſts, but ſets it off, as it were, with every 
bright and grand embelliſhment ; manifeſts it in ſo 
ſtupendous a manner, that it is beyond parallel, 
beyond thought, “ above all bleſſing and praiſe.” 
Was HE not thy Son, everlaſting Gop, thy 
only Son, the Son of thy boſom from eternal ages, - 
the higheſt object of thy complacential delight? 
Was not thy love to this adorable Son, incompar- 
ably greater than the tendereſt affection of any, or 
the united affections of all, mortal parents? Was 
not the bleſſed IE Ss more illuſtrious in excellency 
than all angels, more exalted in dignity than all 
heavens? Yet didſt thou reſign Him, for poor 
mortals, for vile ſinners !—Couldſ{t thou fee him 
deſcend from his royal rene, and take up his- 
abode in the ſordid fable ? fee him forego the 5 
mage of the ſeraphim, and ftand expoſed to the 
reproachful indignities of an inſolent N : 

im 


In this, and in other parts of the Contemplaticns, the reader 
will obſerve, that the attributes of the DEIT are repreſented, as 
ſhining with more diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the wonders of redemption, 
than in the works of creatin. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſeem to be 
unprecedented, or ftand in need of a vindication, permit me ta 
ſubjoin the ſentiments of a great critic, equally verſed in both thoſe 
ſublime theories. © Ina perfect orator,“ he fays, “ Tully re» 
« quires ſome ſkill in the nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe his 
« mind will become more extenſive and unconfined ; and when he 
&« deſcends to treat of human affairs, he will both think and write 
% in a more exalted and magnificent manner; For the ſame rea- 
© ſon, that excellent maſter would have recommended the ftudy of 
„ thoſe great and glorious myſteries, which revelation- has diſco- 
c vered to us; to which the nobleſt parts of this ſyſtem cf the <uorld are 
as much inferior, as the creature 15 leſs excellent than the Creaton. 
Spect. Vol. VIII. No 633, | 


'+ Rom. v. 8. 
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him arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced to death; 
numbered with malefaQtors, and nailed to the 98 
bet ; bathed in his own innocent blood, and pour. 
ing out his foul in a9pnies of ſorrow Codd the 
Father, the Father lumfeif, with' unknown philan- 
thropy, “ ſay, „It ſhall, it hall be ſo! My pity. 
“eto rebellous man pleads, and prevails. Awake, 
therefore, O ſword, + edged with divine wrath ; 
* awake, and be theathed in that immaculate breaſt x 
5 pierce that dearly beloved heart. J am content, 
that my Son endnre the ſnarpndſs of death, ra- 
« ther than ſinful 'moztais periſh for erer? — - 
{ncemprehenſible love! may it henceforward be— 
the favourite ſubject of my meditation ; more de— 
lightful to my muling mind, than applauſe to the 
ambitious ear! May it be the darling theme of my: 
diſcourſe ; ſweeter to my tongue, than the droppings 
of the honey-comb. to my taite! May it he my 
choiccit enifert, through all the changes of life! 
and my reviving cardlal, even in tne AY extremities: 
of diflolution itfelf! 
A prophet conteraplating, with a diftant ſurvey, 
tis uncxampled inſtance of almighty love, is rapt 
ito a tranſprri of devotion. At a loſs for proper” 
acknowledgmeuts, he calls upon the wwliole univerſe 
to aid his labouring breaſt, and 8 his lack of 
praile. Sing melsdiouſly, je vauited Lbeawens ; eiii, 
and even leap for gladneſs, thou cumberous earth, yg 
mountains, break your long filence, and burſt into 


peals of loudeſt acclamation ; ＋ for the LORD, by this 
Precious: 


* Philanthropy, that is, loving Kindneſs t man- 


+ Zech. xiii. 7. 

T Eft. zliz. 13.— I bare not adhered to our common tranſlat ion, 
but endeavoured to preferve, ſomewhat more faitbſully, the nobla- 
pathcs and inimitadle energy of the ſacred original The love of 
GOD maniſeſted ina divine and dying Saviour, is a blefiing of ſuch» 
inconcievable riches, ay muſt render all acknowledgments ar, 
and ail encomiums languid. Vet I think the molt poetical, ant, 


malt em pbattcal eclcbratian of that unſpeakable Inauce of oY 
muſs, 


THE STARRY HEAVENS: rr. 


recious gift, and this great ſalvation, hath comfort 
ed his people. A facred hiſtorian hath left it upon 
record, that at the firſt exhibition of this raviſhing: 
ſcene, there was with the angel who brought the 
bleſſed tidings, a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
aiſing GoD, and making the concave of the ſkies. 
reſound with their hallclujahs. At the dawn of the: 
Sun of righteouſneſs, when he was beginning to- 
rife with healing in his wings, the 571mg gars lang; 
together, and all the {9s of GOD ihouted for joy. 
And ſhall man, whom this gracious diſpen- 
. ation principally reſpects; ihall n, who is the: 
Centre of all theſe gladdening rays ; ſhall he have: 
: no heart to adore, no anthem to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace.“ 


M1LT. 


k Flow pure is the ſtate of the ſcy, and how clear 
its aſpe&t! clearer than the limped ſtream, purer 
than the. tranſparent cryſtal, and more curiouſly, 
anc than the poliſhed mirror. That lately ceiling, 
fretted with gold, and ſtretched: to an extent of“ 
many millions of leagues, is not disfigured with a. 
lingle flaw. That azure canspy, embroidered with 
itirs, and ſpacious enough to form a covering: for 
unnumbered worlds, is without the leaſt ſpot or 
wrinkle.- - Yat- this, even this, will ſcarce yield us 
ſo much as a faint repreſentation of the dine pu- 
© yity, Gob is a Gop of matchicls and tranſcendent 
excellency. His ways are uprightneſs itſelf. His. 
counſels and words are the very fanctity,of wiſdom 
and of truth. The /aws which he has given to 
univerſal nature, are exquilitcly contrived,. and be 
. . vond , 
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nefs, is contained in this rapturous exclamation of the prophets . 
which intimates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even 
dne whole compaſs of the inanimate creation, Gould it be ſenfible of... 
tae benefit, and capable of delight, would expreſs its gratitude, in. 
+d theſe derꝛonſtrations of che moit lively and exubcrant joy, 
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yond all poſlibility of improvement. The precepts 
which he has appointed for the human race, are a 
complete ſummary of all that is honourable in it- 
ſelf, and perfective of the rational mind. Not 
the leaſt overſight in planning a ſeries of events for 
all futurity. Not the leaſt mal-adminiſtration, in 
managing the affairs of every age, ſince time began; 
and of every nation,. under the whole heavens. 
Pardon theſe diſparaging expreſſions. A negative 
perfection is far, far beneath thy dignity, O thou 
% moſt higheſt. * In all theſe inſtances, in all 
thy acts, and all thy attributes thou art not only 
holy, but“ glermous in holineſs.” 

So inconceivably holy is the LoRD Gop of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the 


firmament. The living ſapphire of the heavens, 
before his Majeſty, loſes its luſtre. Yea, the ftars 
(though 


O thou moſt bigbeſt. This expreſſion oecurs more than once, 
in the Pſalms 3 the eſtabliſhed church. It is, I think, one 
of thoſe beauties, which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape 
our notice. It is a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative ; and, though 
not ſtrictly conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſuperior to 
them all.—-The language ſeems to be ſenfible of its own deficiency 
when the incomprehenfible JxHovan is addrefled or celebrated, 
Oppreſſed, as it were, with the glories of the ſubjeR, it labours 
after a mere empbatical manner of dict ion, than the ordinary forms 
of ſpeech afford, It is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring 
and happy peculiarities of a maſterly genius, which Mr. Pope ſo fine» 
ly deſcribes; and while he deſcribes, exemplifies : 


“ Great wits ſometimes may glorioſly offend, 

« And rjſe to faults true critics dare not mend: 
«© Form vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
« And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art.“ 


Eſſay on Criticiſm. 


St. Paul's eAuyifolego; Tarruy Twy ayiwy, is a beautiful paſſage 
of the like nature; which our tranſlators have very properly ren- 
dered, “ leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints.'———— His ToAA@ pany 
#etiooo, is another inſtance of the ſame kind, But here the Eng- 
liſh verſion fails. Far Better is extremely flaccid, compared with 
the nervous orininal. And I greatly queftion, whither it is poſſible 
to tranſlate the ſentence, with equal conciſeneſs, and with equal 
Tpirit, See Epli, 111. 8. Phil, 1. 23. | 


1 


n 
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{trough the moſt pure and reſplendent part of the 
heavens) are not pure in his fight. How much leſs 
man, who in his fallen and depraved ſtate, zs but as 
a worm, that crawls in the corrupted carcale ; and 
the ſon of man, who, by reaſon of his manifold ac- | 
tual impurities, is too juſtly compared to an inſect, 
that wallows amidſt ſtench and putrefaCtion ? F—— 
Is there not then abundant cauſe, for the moſt ir- 
reproachable and eminent of mankind, to renounce 
all arrogant pretenſions, to lay aſide every aſſuming 
air, to take nothing but ſhame and confuſion to 
themſelves? A holy prophet, and a holy prince, 


felt ſuch humbling impreſſions from a glimpſe of 


the uncreated purity. “ I abhor myfelf in duſt 
% and aſhes,” + was the declaration of the one; 
« I ama man of unclean lips,” the confeſſion of 
the other. — -Shculd not this teach us all, to 
adore the divine mercies, for that precious purifying 

fountain, 


® Job xxv. 5, 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learned, 
whether this is not the true meaning of the text. It may not, 
perhaps, recommend iſelf to the nr et nice Critic, or thoſe 
perſons who dream of I know not what di- nity in our fallen nature, 
But it ſeems, in-preference to every other interpretation, ſuitable to 
the ſacred context; and is far, far from being injuriozs to the cha- 
raſter of that apoſtate race, which is “ altogether become abomi- 
6% nable,” and “ is an unclean thing.“ -On this ſuppoſition, 


there is not only an apparent, but a very ftriking contraſt, between 


the purity of GOD and the pollution of man: the purity of the 
moſt high GOD, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars; 
the po/lution of degenerate man, which, excluſive of a Saviour, would 
render him as loathſome to the all-Seing eye, as the vileſt vermin 
are in ours. W ichout affigning this fenſe to the paſſage, I cannot 


dieſcern the force of the antithefis, nor indeed the propriety of the 


ſentiment. Worms, in the general, give us an idea of meanneſs 
and infirmity*; not of defilement and impurity, unleſs they are inſets 
hatched amidſt putre faction, and confidered in ſuch noiſome cir- 


cumſtances. The two words of the original, and An 3 
are evidently uſed in this fignification by Moſes and Iſaiah; by the 
former, to denote the vermin which devoured the pry manna z 
by the latter, to expreſs the reptiles which ſwarm in the body that 
Lees corruption. "Exod, xvi. 20. Iſa. xiv. 11. | 


+ Job xlii. 6, 1 11a. vi. 5. 
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fountain, * which was foretold from the founda- 
tion of the world but was opened at that awful 
juncture, when Knotty whips tore the fleſh, when 
ragged thorns mangled the temples, when ſharpen- 
ed nails cut freſh {luices for the crimſon current, 
when the gaſh of the ſpear completed the dreadfut- 
work, and forthwith flaved there, from the wound- 
ed heart, bl:sd ond water. 
Eſpecially ſince GOD himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in 
his dear Sen. He !:3keth to the moon, and it ſhineth 
not: yet his all penetrating and jealous eye diſcern- 
ed nothing amiſs, nothing. defective, in our u 
Redeemer. Nothing amiſs! He bore this molt i! 
luitrious teſtimony, concerning his holy child Ir 
sus: “ In bim Lam pleaſed; I am well plenſed; F 
* acquieſce with entire complacency, and With the 
© higheſt delight, in his perfon, his uncert— king 
% and the whole execution of his offic How 
thould this thouglt enliven our ae Wulle the 
other mortifies our pride? Should not cur hearts. 
; ſpring within us, and cven leap for qoy, at the re- 
peated aſſurance given us by revelation, that fuch a 
divinely excellent perſon | is Our Med:ator 5 What 
apparent reaſon has every belicver to adopt th 
'blefſed. virgin's exclamation ! “ Ay foul deth my 
« fy the LORD for his tra Hoe! ndent mercy ;. ey 
« my ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extenced har veſte, 
waving over my fertile glebe ; } not in arinics 
* vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar treafure of 
« nations for my ſpoil; + but in an infinitely richer 
« noblcr b! eſſing, even in GOD my Saviour,” 
That a perſon ſo ſublime aud perfect, has vouch- 
ſafed 


4 Tn that day there ſhall be a fountain opened to the bouſe of 
% David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin and unclean- 
neſs. Tech. xiii. 1. | 


14 


+ The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſtingui% 
ed joy, ſets torch the ir comparable vreater deln, which ariles from 
the gift of a Saviaur, and the blethng of redemption, If. ix, Ver, 2 

| cempared With ver, 6. | 
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ſafed to become my ſurety; to give himſelf for my: 
ranſom, in the world below, and act as my advocate 
in the royal peſence above; yea, to make my re- 
covery the reward of his ſufferings, my final felici- 
ty, the honour of his mediatorial kingdom? 


When an innumerable multitude * of bodies, 
many, of thera more than a hundred thouſand miles, 
in diameter, F are all ſet in motion ;—when the or- 
bits in which they perform their periodical revolu- 
tions, are extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds 
of millizns ;—when each has a diſtinct and ſeparate 
ſphere, for finiſhing his vaſt circuit :—when no one 
knows what it is to be cramped, but each molt Vree- 
ly expatiates in his unbounded career ?!—when eve- 
/ one is placed at ſuch an 7mmenſe remove from each 
other, that they appear to their reſpective inhabitants, 
oaly as ſo many ſpots of light ; how. aſtoniſhing 
mutt be the expanſe, which yields room for all 
thoſe mighty globes and their widely diffuſed opera- 
tions! To what prodigious lengths did the almighty 
Builder ſtretch his line, when he marked out the ſtu- 
pendous platform! I wonder at fuch an immeaſur- 
able extent. My very thoughts are loſt in this abyſs. 
of ſpace. But be it known to mortals, be it never 


forgot by ſinners, that in all its molt ſurpriſing amp- 


nude, it is ſmall, it is ſcanty, compared with the 
bounty and the mercy of its Maker. 

His bounty is fo abſolutely without limits, and 

| without 

* This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs 


«bout our ſun, but alſo to the other planetary worlds, which are ſup- 
poſed to attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. | 


ft The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130, 650 miles, while 
his orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 895,134,000, Which computa- 
tion, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of pro- 
portion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contemplations, be. 
2pplied to o:ber planets revolving round other ſuns. 


＋ By bounty, I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the ſenſible ef- 
Bets, of this excellency in the Deity, Theſe are, and always mu/?> 


with the benignity of the divine nature? 
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without end. The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot 
exhauſt, or even diminiſh his munificence. O! 
all ye tribes of men, or rather all ye claſſes of in- 
telligent creatures, ye are not ſtraitened in the i- 
Berality of your ever bleſſed Creator; be not ſtrait- 


ened in your own expectations. Open your mouth 


« wide, and he ſhall fill it,” with copious and con- 
tinual draughts, from the cup of joy. Your Gop,. 
on whom 1s your whole dependence, is more than. 
able, is more than willing to ſupply, to“ ſupply 
« all your need, according to his riches in glory.” 
—When the Loxp IEHO vA is the giver, and his 
grace the gift, * let your wiſhes be unbounded, 
and your cravings inſatiable. All that created be- 
ings can poſſibly covet, is but a very ſmall pittance 
of that unknown happineſs which the everlaſting 
benefactor is ready to b ow. Suppoſe every cha- 
ritable diſpoſition which warms the hearts of the 
human race, added. to thoſe more enlarged affec- 


tions which glow. in heavenly boſoms; what were 


they all, even in their higheſt exerciſe, A, 7 
Ble ſs 
me then, thou eternal ſource of love; bleſs all 
that reverence thy holy name, according to thy. 
own moſt profuſe goodneſs, whoſe great preroga- 
tive it is to diſdain all meaſure. O] bleſs us in pro- 

portion 


ze, through the immenſe perfection of the attribute, and the neceſ- 
fary ſcantineſs of the recipient, bounded, But I would be under- 
ſtood, as ſpeaking of the divine power, and the divine will, to 


exert divine beneficence, Theſe can have no real, no imaginable 


limits. Theſe, after a profuſion of bleſſings diſtributed to unnum- 
bered worlds, continued through unnumbered ages, muſt ſtill have 
more to beſtow, for ever have more to beſtow, infricely more to be- 
Now, than it is poſſible for creation itſelf to receive. 


2 Cor. iz. 8. © Gop is able to make all grace abound towards 


cc you, that ye having a!/- uf ciency in all things, may abourd to 


« every good work.“ ow beautiful and emphatical is this de- 
ſcription! inferior to nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe 


| riches of liberalify, which it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does it not 


exhauſt all the powers of language, while it attempts to give us à 


- Jpecimen of the munificence of the Lord ? 
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portion to that grace, the richneſs of which (un- 
utterable by the tongues of men, and of angels) 
was once ſpoken in the groans, and written in the 
wounds of thy expiring Son. 

Spacious indeed are theſe heavens! Where do 
they begin? where do they end? what is their ex- 
tent? Can angels anſwer my queſtion? have angels 
travelled the vaſt circuit; can angels meaſure the 
Sounds of ſpace? No; it is boundleſs, it is un- 
known, it is amazing all. How charming then 
to reflect, that the mercy of Gob is “ greater than 
« the heavens;” is more extenſive than the dimen- 
ſions of the ſky ! Tranſporting reflection! let me 
indulge thee once more. * Let me think over the 
delightful diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, 
while I admire the frophies of forgiving goodnefs, 
add one to the number. With what amiable and 
affecting colours, is this repreſented in the parable 
of the prodigal ! What could induce that fooliſh 
man to forſake his father's houſe? Had he not 

een tenderly cheriſhed by the good parent, and 
loaded with benefits from his indulgent hand; were 
not the reſtraints of parental government an eaſy 
yoke? or rather, a preſervative from ruin! Not- 
withſtanding every endearing obligation, he revolts 
from his duty ; and launches into ſuch ſcandalous 
regularities, as were diſhonourable to his family, 
and deſtructive to himſelf. When neceſſity, not 
choice, but ſharp neceſſity drove him to a ſubmiſ- 
: ſive 


| © Once mere refers to page 80. of Reflections on a Flower-Gar- 
den,—The following pages, to the 128th, exhibit a digreſi ve view 
of the divine mercy, I thought it proper to appriſe my reader of 
this excurſion, though I hope it will be needlefs to offer an apology 
for enlarging upon a theme incomparably joyous, Who can com- 
plain of tediouſneſs, while I ſpeak conſolation to diftreſſed, and re- 
covery to ruined creatures? the divine mercy is the ſole fountain 
of all our preſent and future bleſſings, In conformity to this be- 
nign attribute, human hopes ariſe, and human felicity flows. Who, 
therefore, can be weary of viewing and reviewing, when the lengths 
and hreadths of forgiving grace are the raviſhing proſpect? | 
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ſive return; dves the injured father ſtand aloof, or: 
ſhut his doors? Quite the reverſe. He eſpies him 
while he is yet a great way off; and the moment he 
beholds the profligate youth, he has compaſſion on 
him, His bowels yearn; *“ they ſfount like an harp,” 
touched with notes divinely ſoft. He never once 
thinks of his ungracious departure, and infamous 
debaucheries, Pity, parental pity, pailes an act of 
oblivion, and, in one inſtant, cancels a ſeries of 
long- continued provocations. So ſtrong are 
the workings of fatherly affection, that he is al- 
molt 1 impatient to embrace the naked and deſtitute, 
wretch. The ſon's pace is flowÞ bc aroſe and.came ; 
the father's is ſwift, he ſprung forth (aged as ho 
was) and ran. And is there a ſingle frown in his 
brow, or one upbraiding word on his tongue ?— 
Lnſtead of loathing the ſordid creature, or re- 
proaching him for his odious exceſſes; he falls on 
his neck, claſps him in his arms, and hugs him to 
his boſom. Inſtead of difowning the riotous ſpend- 
thrift, or rejecting him for his undutiful behaviour, 
he receives and welcomes him with kiiles of delight, 
He rejoices at his return from extravagance and 
vice, as he formerly rejoiced on the Cay of his na- 
tivity. When this companion of harlots opens his 
mouth, before he ſpeaks, the father hears. He in- 


terrupts him in the midſt of. his intended ſpeech. 


The overflowings of his compaſſionate heart can 
brook no delay. He ſeems to be uncaſy himſelf, 
till he has made the afflicted penitent gd with the 
aſſurance of his acceptance, and the choiceſt of his 


favours. —While the poor abaſhed offender ſeeks 


nothing more than not to be abhorred, he is tho- 


roughly reconciled and honoured before the whole 
family. While he requeſts no other indulgence, 
than only to be treated as the meaneft ſerdant, Phe is 
clothed with the bejt robe, he is fealted with the 


. calf, he is careſſed as the dearelt of his children. 


Was there ever ſo bright and winning a 
picture 
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Picture of the tendereſt mercy, moſt freely vonch- 
iafed, even to the moſt unworthy of creatures? 
Yet thus, my ſoul, and thys, my ſcllow-finner, will 
the LORD Gop of everlaſting compaſſions receive 
us, if, ſenſible of our miſery, and thirſting for ſal- 
vation we turn to him through JESUS CHRIST. _ 

Where fin has abounded, ſays the pYoclamation 
from the court of heaven, grace doth much mare 
abound, Manaſſeh was a monſter of barbarity : 
for he cauſed his own children to paſs through the: 
fire, and filled Feruſalem with innocent blood. 
Manaſſeh was an aylapt in iniquity ; for he not only 
multiplied, and to“ an extravagant degree, his own 
ſacrilegious impieties, but he poiſoned the prin- 
ciples, and perverted the manners of his ſubjects, 
making them to do worſe than the moſt deteitable 
of the Heathen idolaters. * Vet, through this 
ſuperabundant grace, he is humbled, he is reform- 
ed and becomes a child of forgiving love, an 
heir of immortal glory. —Pehold that bitter 
and bloody perſecutor Saul, when breathing out 
threatenings, t and bent upon flaughter, ke wor- 


ried 


3 See 2 Chron, xxxiii. | 

. + Acts iv. 1. CaO. ers IATTYEWY) TEN 7,5 4% . 4 Saul, 
$f. yet breathing out threatening and flaugh:er.” —What a repreſen- 
tation is here of a mind mad with rage, and abandoned to the fiere- 
eſt extremities of barbarity! 1 ſcarce know, whether I am more 
ſoccked at the perſecutor's ſavage diſpolition, or c-4rmed with the 
evangeliſt's lively deſcription, The adrerbeTi ſeems referable 
to chap. Vii. ver. 3. and hos, in this connection, a peculiar force. 
The havock he had committed, the inofFenfive families he had al- 

_- realy ruined, were not ſufficient to aſſuage his vengeful ſpirit. They 
were ovly ae, which infteacl of glutting the blood- hound, made 
him more cloſely puſue the track, and more eagerly pant for de. 
ſtruction, te is /77/] athirſt for violence and murder. So cager 
and infatiable is his thirſt, that he even breathes outthreatening and 
11.nighcer, -Flis words are ſpears and arrws, and his tongue a 
fucpſword, It is as natural for him to menace the Chriſtians, as 
to breathe-the air. Nay, they Steed every hour, every moment, 
an the purpoſes oÞ his rancorous heart. It is only owing to want 
oi power, that every ſyllable he. utters, every breath he draws, 
hoe gry deal about deaths, and cauſe ſome of the innvcent difciples 
0 fall, | 


. 


Ya 


a HERE A ENCES. 


1265 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


ried the lambs, and put to death the diſciples of 
Jesus. Who, upon the principles of human 
Judgment, would not have pronounced him a veſſel 
of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable damnation ? + 
nay, would not have been ready to conclude, that, 
if there were heavier chains and a deeper dungeon 
in the wortd of wo, they muſt ſurely be reſerved 
for ſuch an implacable enemy of true godlineſs ? 
Yet (admire and adore the inexhauſtible treaſures 
of grace!) this Saul is admitted into the goodly 
tellowſhip of the prophets, is numbered with the 
noble army of martyrs, and makes a diſtinguiſhed 
figure among the glorious company of the apoſtles. 
The Corinthians were flagitious even to a pro- 
verb. Some of them wallowed in ſuch abominable 
' vices, and habituated themſelves to ſuch outrageous 
acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach to human 
nature. Yet even theſe ſons of violence, and ſlaves 
of ſenſuality, 44 were waſhed, were ſanctified, were 
« juſtified; * waſhed, in the precious blood of a 
dying Redeemer ; ſandtiſied by the powerful opera- 
tions of the bleſſed Spirit; u/tifed through the 
infinitely tender mercies of a gracious Gop. Thoſe 
who were once the burden of the earth, are now 
the joy of heaven, and the delight of angels. 
5 There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which 
moſt loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine 
names, „ The LorD, the Lord Gop, merciful 
* and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in 
_ « goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for thou- 
Las {452 forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin.” . 
An inſtance this, which exceeds all the former ; 
which excceds whatever can be imagined ? which if 
I was to forget, the very {tones might cry out, and 
ſound it in my ears. I mean the caſe of thoſe ſin- 
ners who murdered the Prince of Peace, and LR? 
of glory. Theſe men could ſcarce have the 
ſhadow 


* 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. F Exod, xxxiv. 6, To | 
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ſhadow of an excuſe for their crime, hardly a cir- 
cumſtance to extenuate their guilt. They were 
well acquainted with his exemplary converſation ; 
they had often heard his heavenly doctrines; they 
were almoſt daily ſpectators of his unequalled mi- 
racles. They therefore had all poſſible reaſon to 
honour him, as the moſt illuſtrious of beings, and 
to receive his goſpel, as the moſt ineſtimable of 
bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe engaging” 

motives to love him, even above their own lives, 
they ſeize his perſon, aſperſe his character, drag 
him before a Heathen tribunal, and extort a ſen- 
tence of death againſt innocence and holineſs itſelf, 
Never was the vileſt flave fo contumeliouſly abuſed, 
nor the moſt execrable malefactor ſo barbarouſly ex- 
ecuted. The ſun was confounded at the ſhocking 
ſcene; and one cannot but wonder, how the a- 
venging lightnings could with-hold their flaſhes, 
The earth trembled at the horrid deed; and why, 
why did it not cleave aſunder, and open a paſſage, 
for ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, into the nether- 
moſt hell? thall heſe ever hope to obtain forgive- 
neſs from the righteous Judge? ſhall not 7h-Je be 
conſigned over to inexorable wrath, and the ſe- 
vereſt torments ?—O the miraculous effects of di- 
vine grace! O the triumphant goodneſs of Gop 
our Saviour! Many, even of theſe impious wretches, 
at the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced 
of their miſerable ſtate, were wounded with peni- 
tential remorſe, fled to the ſanctuary of the croſs, 
| had their pardon ratified by the baptiſmal ſeal, and 

continuing in the apoſtles doctrine, were made par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven: where they now 
thine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments of moſt 
diſtinguiſhed mercy, and receive beatitude paſt ut- 
terance, from that very Redeemer, whom once 
* with wicked hands they crucified and flew.” 

Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing 
amazement, “ Who is a Gop like unto thee, that 


« pardoneth 
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Ps pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgter; | 
cc lion!“ Loet all fleſh know abſuredly, let at! 
fleſh rejoice greatly, that with the Lord there is 
uch mercy, and with his CHRIST ſuch plentiful re- 

demption.—— And O!] for the voice of an arch- 
angel, to circulate the glad tidings through the uni- 
verſe ; that the American ſavage, as well as the 
Lurepean ſage, may learn the exceeding - riches of 
grace in Chriſt, through whoſe infinitely ſatisfying 
propitiation, all manner of ſin, | barbarity and bla(: 
Phemy, are treely forgiven unto men. 


What a grand and majeſtic dome is the ſky! 
Where are the pillars which ſupport the ſtatcly 
concave ? What art, moſt exactly true, balancee 
the preſſure? What props, of inſuperable ſtrength, 
ſuſtain the weight? How is that immeaſurable arch 
upheld, unſhaken and unimpaired, while ſo many 
generations of buſy mortals have ſunk and difup- 

eared, as bubbles upon the ſtream 7—If thoſe ſtar- 
are of ſuch an amazing bulk, how are they alſo 
faſtened in their lofty ſituation : By what miracle in 
mechanics, are ſo many thouſands of ponderous 
orbs kept from falling upon our heads, kept from 
daſhing, both the world to pieces and its inhabi- 
tants to death? Are they hung in golden or adaman- 
tine FRAN Reſt they their enormous load-on rocks 
of marb! e, or columns of braſs? No, they ard 
pendulous in fluid ther; yet are more '1mmove- 
ably .xed, than if the everlaſting mountains lent 
their foreſts for an axle- tree, or their ridges for 2 
baſis. The almighty Architect Pretches out the 
north, ard its whole ſtarry train, ver the cont) 
place. Tie hangs lhe earth, and all the ethercal 
globes, upon nething. F Yet are their foundations 
laid ſo ſure, tjiat * can “ never be-moved at any 
time. 


No 


Mie, vn, 13. + Job. xxvi. 7. 
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No unfit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian 
of his final perſeverance ; * ſuch as points out the 
cauſe which effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge 


which 


* With regard to the final per ſeverence of the true bhelicrer; I 
am ſenſible this point is not a little controverted.—T he ſentiments 
which follow are my ſtedfaſt belief. It is by no means proper, in 
a work of this nature, to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the fubject; 
neither have I rocm ſo much as to hint what might be urged for 
i's ſupport, Let my reader obſerve, that I am far from deliver- 
ing it as efſ-ntial to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions 
of the very contrary conviction are, I doubt not, high in the fa- 
vour of Gor, and in a growing meetneſs ſor his heavenly Eing- 
dom. As I blame none for rejecting, none, I hope, will te of- 
fended with me, for eſpouſing this particular doctrine. Jo de of 
diFerent opinions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an un- 
avoidable conſequ2nce of our preſent ſtate; where ignoru.ce in 
part, cleaves to the wiſeſt minds, and prejudice eaſily beſets the moſt 
impartial judgmengs. This may turn to our common advantage, 
and afford room forthe diſplay and exerciſe of thoſe hez/ing virturs, 
moderation, meekneſs, and forvearance.—Let me only be per mit- 
ted to aik, whether this tenet does nat evidently tend to (ſtabliſn 
the comfort « fthe Chriſtian, and to magnity the fidelity of GoD 
our Saviour? whether far from countenancing floth, or encouraging 
remiſineſs, to know that our labour ſhall not be in vaiu, is not 


the moſt prevailing inducement to abourd in the work of the LORD? 
x Cor. xv. 58, 


Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons which made the author 
a proſelyte to this perſuaſion? he may find them diſplayed in the 
memorial, delivered by ſeveral ſelect and eminent divines of the 
church of England, at the renowned ſynod of Dordt —(See Ain 
eyn:d Dordrech. Par. II. p. 246. ofthe Latin edition, publiſhed 
in a fingle quarto volume. Thoſe who have no opportunity 9? 


_ conſulting the memoirs of the venerable affemble, I would refer t) 


the works of the indefatigable and very learned Turretin, or tothcle 
ofthe candid and elegant Witſius, Tarret tom. II. 2. xXvi.— 


HWitſ. Oecon. lib, III. cap. xiii, 


The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point which I ever remember 
to have met with, in any of our Engliſh writers, is in the Lime- 
ſtreet Lectures: which are a defence of ſeveral moſt important doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and contained in two Odtavo volumes; the 
united labours of nine modern divines: moſt of whom are well 
known to the world by their ther evangelical and uſeful writings, 
In thoſe lectures, the final perſeverance of the ſaints is very parti- 


cularly ſtated, and, to my apprehenſion at leaft, moſt ſarisatorily 


proved, The arguments uſually urged againſt it are impartially 
conficered ; and I cannot but think (with all due deference to the 
judgment of others) unanſwerably confuted. | 


5 Ard 
Vox. II. N 
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which aſcertains it.——H:s nature is all enfce- 
bled. He is not able, of himſelf, to think a good 
thought. He has no viſible ſaſeguard, nor any ſuf— 
ficiency of his own. And yet whole legions of for- 
midable enemies are in a confederacy to compaſs 
his ruin. The world lays unnumbered ſnares for 
his feet ; the dev] eis inceſſantly urging the ſiege, by 
a multitude of fiery darts, or wily temptations ; the 
ich, like a perhdious inmate, under colour of 
friendſhip; and a fpecious pretence of pleaſure, is 
always forward to betray his integrity. But, 
amidſt all theſe threatening circumſtances of perſo- 
nal weakneſs and imminent danger, an inviſible 
aid is his defence.“ I will uphold thee,” ſays the 
bleited GoD, ** with the right hand of my righte- 
« ouſneſs.” * Comfortable truth! che arm which 
fixcs the ſtars in their orders, and guides the pla- 
nets in their courſe, is ſtretched out to preſerve 
the heirs of ſalvation. *©#© My ſheep,” adds the 
great Redeemer, “ are mine; and-they ſhall never 
«« periſh : neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
« hand.” tf What words are theſe! and did they 
come from Him who hath all power in heaven, 
and on earth? and were they ſpoke to the weakeſt 
of the flock, to every unfeigned follower of the 
great Shepherd? Then omnipotence itſelf muſt be 
winguiſh:d, before they can be dejiroyed, either by 
the ſeduct ions of fraud, or the aſlaults of violence. 
If you aſk therefore, what fecurity we have of 
enduring to the end, and continuing faithful unto 
death? The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, 
and ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe, Can 


theſe 


And here (not to ſwell this note any farther) I ſhall only juſt 
hint, that the judicious Hooker (an authority perhaps as weighty 
and unexceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives a fe- 
erin atteſtation to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity 
of faith, ſubjoined to his £c:/efiaftical Polity, Fol, edit. 


© Iſa, xli, 10. John x. 28. 
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theſe be thrown into confuſion?“ Then may the 
true believer draw back unto perdition. Can the 
ſun be diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruth lawleſsly 
through the ſky? Then, and then only, can the 
faith of Gop's ele&t F be finally overthrown, —— 
Be of good courage then, my ſoul ; rely on thoſe 
divine ſuccours, which are ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated, 
ſo faithfully promiſed. Though thy grace be lan- 
guid, as the glimmering ſpark, though the over- 
flowings of corruption threaten it with total extinc- 
tion; yet, ſince the great JEHOVAH has underta- 
ken to cheriſh the dim principle, “ many waters 
cannot quench it, nor all floods drown it.” Nay, 
though it were feeble as the ſmoking flax, ? cond- 
neſs and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged to augment the 
heat, to raiſe the fire, and feed the flame, till it 
beam forth a lamp of immortal glory in the hea- 

vens. 
As to the faith/ulns of a covenanting Gop, 
this may be emblematicaily ſeen, in the itability or 
the 


#* Jer. xxxi. 35. 36. T Tit. i. 2. 


J The tenderneſs and wv For of Gop to his people, ore 
finely pictured by the prophet Iſaiah, chap, xlii. ver. 3. Wich 
paſſage, becauſe of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, s 
teſervedly adopted by St. Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſytien 
of evangelical truths.— He bi nat himſelf , nor ſuffer to be 
bioken by any other, che bruiſed reed, ror quench the ſmcking fix, 
Was it poſſible to have choſen too more delicate and expreſſive re- 
preſentations ?==Could any image be more tignificant of a very in- 
firm and enfeebled faith, than the flexible recd, that bends belore 
every wind? which, beſides its natural weakneſs, is made abun— 
dantly weaker by being bruiſed, and ſo is ready to fall in pieces of 
itſelf, Or could any thing, with a more pathetical exactneſs, de- 


ſcribe the extreme imbecility of that other principle of the divire 


life, love? The ſtate of the flax, juſt beginning to burn, is liable 
to be put out by the leaſt blaſt; more liable ſtill is the <vick of the 
lamp, when it is not ſo much as kirdled into a glimmering flame, 
but only breathing ſmoke, and uncertain whether it ſhall rake fi: or 
no,—Yet true fatch, and heavenly love, though ſubfiſtin; amidit 
ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be abandoned by their great Au— 
thor ; ſhall not be extinguiſhed by any temptations; but be main— 


tained, invigorated, and made finally triumphant, Matth. xii, 20, 
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the heavenly bodies, and the perpetuity of their 
motions. *— Thoſe that are fixed or /ationary, con- 
tinue unalterable in their grand elevations. No in- 
jurious thocks, no violence of conflicting elements, 
are able to diſplace thoſe cverlaſting hinges, on 
which dependent worlds revolve. "Through the 
whole flight of time, they recede not, ſo much as 
a hair's breadth, from the preciſe central point of 
their reſpective ſyſtems, - While the erratio, or pla- 
netamy, perform their prodigious ſtages, without 
any intermillion, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How 
ſoon, and how eaſily, is the molt finiſhed piece of 
human machinery diſconcerted ! But all the celcſ- 
tial movements are ſo nicely adjuſted, all their o- 
perations ſo critically proportioned, and their mu— 
tual dependencies ſo ſtrongly connected, that they 
prolong their beneficial courſes throughout all ages, 
— While m:ghty cities are overwhelmed with ruin, 
and their very names loſt in oblivion; while vaſt 
empires are {wept from their foundations, and leave 
not ſo much as a ſhadowy trace of their ancient 
magnificence ! while all 7erreſtrial things are ſubject 
to viciſſitude, and fluctuating in uncertainty ; heſe 
are permanent in their duration; ee are invari- 
able in their functions; “ not ane faileth.''——— 
Who doubts the conſtant ſucceſſion of day. and 
night, or the regular returns of ſummer and win- 
ter? Ard why, O! why, ſhall we doubt the vera- 
city of GoD, or diſtruſt the accompliſhment of his 
holy word? Can the ordinances of heaven depart ? 
Then only can Gop forget to be gracious, or ne- 
glect the performance of his promiſe. —— Nay, our 
LoxD gives us yet firmer ground of aſſiance. Fe 
affords us a ſurer bottom for our faith, than the 
fundamental laws of the univerſe. * Heaven and 
*«« carth,” he ſays, © ſhall paſs away; but my words 
« ſhall not,” in a ſingle inſtance, or in one tittle 


of 


© Pſal. cxix, $9, 90, 
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of their import, paſs away. No: his ſacred word, 
whatever may obſtruct it, whoever may oppoſe it, 
ſhall be ſulfilled to the very ute rmoſt. 

O powerful word! how aſtoniſhi: g is its effica- 
cy! When this word was ifſucd ſorth, a thouſ an, a 
worlds emerged out of nothing. nould the might 
orders be repcated, a thouſand more would ſprinz 2 


into exiſtence. By this word, the valt ſyſtem of 


created things is upheld, in conſtant and imtautak ic 
perfection. Should it give command, or Ca! : to 
exert its enery, the univerſal frame would be diffolv- 
ed, and all nature revert to her original chaos. "And 
this very wort is pledoed for the ſafety, the com. or! 


the happineſs of the godly. This inviolab! „ this 


almighty word, ſpeaks in all the promiſcs of tt: 
goſpel. How ſtrangly infatuated arc Our Hs; 


that we ſhould value it fo little? what invidels are 
we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it no more! 
Did it create whatever has a being, and ſhall it not 


work faith in our breaſts? Ds unnumbera worlds 


owe their ſypport to this word, and ſhall it not be 
ſufficient to buoy up our ſouls in troubles, or eſtab- 


liſh them in trials? Is it the /ife of the univerſe, 


and ſhall it be a dead letter to mankind | 
If T with to be heard, when 1 555 heavcnly 


bleſſings, is not this privilege molt clearly made over” 


to my enjoyment, im that well known text, Aſs, 
and it ſhall be given you? If 1 long for the 
eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, and ſanc- 
tity my nature; have I not an apparent title to this 


high per «gative, conferred in the Iiveet affertive in- 


terrogation, © How much more ſhall your heaven- 


* ly Father give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk * 
If I earneſtly covet the ineſtimable 


9 him?“ 1 
treaſures that are compriſed in a great IuMA- 
NUEL'S mediation, can I have a firmer claim to the 


Nele. 


Match. vii. 7, + Luke xi. 12.8. 
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nelle portion, than is granted in that moſt precious 
ſcripture ; © Him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wiſe caſt out?“ #—— What aſſurance of being 
intereſted in theſe unſpeakable mercies would I de- 
fire? What form of conveyance, what deed of ſeillo— 
ment, were it left to my own option, ſhould I 
chuſe? Here is the word of a King, the King im- 
mortal and inviſible, all whoſe declarations are 
truth itſelf. F— If a monarch beſtow immunities 
on a body of men, and confirm them by an authen- 
tic charter; no one controverts, no one queſtions, 
their right to the royal favours. And why ſhould 
we ſuſpect the validity of thoſe glorious grants, 
which are made by the everlaſting Sovereign of na- 
ture, which he has allo ratified by an oath, and 
ſealed with the blood of his Son! Corpora- 
tions may be disfranchiſed, and charters revoked ; 
even mountains may be removed, and ſtars drop 
from their ſpheres; but a tenure founded on the 
divine promiſe, is unalienably ſecure, is laſting as 
eternity itſelf, ens, | 


We have endeavoured to ſpeil a Hyllable of the 
eternal name in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky ; 
we have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory 
from the luſtre of innumerable ſtars ; but would 
we behold all his excellences pourtrayed in full 
perfection, and drawn to the very lite, let us at- 
tentively conſider the REDEEMER, ——— 1 obſerve 
there are ſome parts of the firmament, in which 
the: ſtars ſeem, as it were, to cluſter. They are 
ſown thicker, they lie cloſer, than uſual ; and 
ſtrike the eye with redoubled ſplendor. Like the 
jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, and 

reflect 


* John vi. 37. 


ei If theſe fail, 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, | 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. Milt. C:mnis 
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refle an increaſe of brill:ancy on each other. 
Is there not ſuch an aſſemblage, ſuch a conflellation 
of the divine honours, moſt amiably effulgent in 
the bleſſed fesus? _ 7 
Dges not infinite w:/dom * ſhine, with ſurpaſſing 
brightneſs, in CHRIST? To the making of a 
world, there was no obſtacle ; but to the ſaving of 
man, there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If 


the rebel is ſuffered to eſcape, where is the inflexible 


jiftice, which denounces “ death as the wages of 
« fin?” If the offender is thoroughly pardoned, 
where is the inv:olable veracity, which has ſolewinly 
declared, “ the ſoul that finneth, ſhall die?“ 
Theſe awful attributes are ſet in terrible array, and, 
like an impenetrable battalion, oppoſe the ſalvation 
of apoſtate mankind. Who can ſuggeſt a method 
to abſolve the traiterous race, yet vindicate the ho- 
nours of almighty Sovereignty ? This is an intri— 
cacy, which the moſt exalted of finite intelligences 
are unable to clear. But behold the unjearchable 
ſecret revealed ! revealed in the wonderful redemp- 
tion, accompliſhed by a dying Saviour! fo plainly 
revealed, that © he who runs may read,” and even 
babes underſtand what minds of the deepeſt pene- 
tration could not contrive. The Son of GOD, 
taking our nature, obeys the law, and undergoes 
death, in our ſtead. By this means, the threatened 
curſe is executed in all its rigour, and free grace is 
exerciſed in all its riches. Juſtice maintains her 


rights, and, with a ſteady hand, adminiſters im- 


partial vengeance ; while Mercy diſpenſes her par- 
dons, and welcomes the repentant criminal into the 
tendereit embraces. Hereby the ſeemingly thwart- | 
ing attributes are reconciled. The ſinner is ſaved, 
not only in full conſiſtence with the honour of the 
ſupreme perfections, but to the moſt i/uftrious ma- 
nfe/tation of them all. | 
Where 


* See the next note, p 
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Where does the divine power * fo ſignally exert 
itſelf, as in the croſs of CHRIST, and in the con- 
queſts of grace ; Our LoRPD, in his loweſt ſtate 
of humiliation, gained a more glorious victory, 
than when, through the dividing ſea, anch the 
walte howling wilderneſs, he“ rode upon his cha- 
© riots and horſes of ſalvation.” When his hands 
were rivetied with irons to the bloody tree, he. dil- 
armed death of its fting, and plucked the prey 
from the jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he 
was crucified in weakneſs, he vanguiihed the firong 
man, and ſubdued our molt ſormidable enemies. 
Even then he ſpoiled principalities, triumphed over. 
the powers of darkneſs, and led captivity captive. 
Now he 1s exaltcd to his heavenly throne, with 
what a prevailing ethcacy docs his grace go forth, 
conquering, and to conquer.'————By this, the 
flaves of fin are reſcued from their boudage, and 
reſtored to the liberty of righteouſneſs. By this, 
depraved wretches, whoſe appetites were ſenſual 
and their diſpoſitions deviliſh, are not only renew- 
ed, but renewed after the image of Gop, and 
made partakers of a divine nature. Millions, mil- 
lions of loſt creaturos, are ſnatched, by the inter- 
poſition of grace, tisxe bran⁰L, from the burning; 
and, tranſlated into everlalting manſions, ſhine 
brighter than the Jars, ſhine bright as the /n, in, 
the kingdom as their Father. 

Would you then ſce an incomparably more 
bright diſplay at the divine excellence, than the 
unſpotted firmament, the ſpangles of heaven, or 
tic golden fountain of day exibit? Contemplaic 
N of Nazareth. He is che brightneſs of his 
Father's 


* Curse, the wiſdem of Gop, and the power of Gon.” 
1 Cor. i. 24. © To the intent that now, unto the principalities 
© and pe wers in keavenly places, might be known by the church, 
(yy the amazing contrivance and accompliſhment of its redemption) 
ge tlie“ tet p, extenſive, and (x0)uTo Ao; ) 60 greatly ds 
« yiiemot Gop.“ Eph, lil, 19, 
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Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon. In his immaculate nature, in his heavenly 
| teraper, in his moſt holy life, and the moral perfetions 
of the Deity are repreſented, to the higheſt advan- 
tage. Hark! how Mercy, with her charming 

voice, ſpeaks in all he utters. Sse! how benevo- 
E lence pours her choicelt ſtores in all he does. Did 
ever compaſſion look ſo amiably ſoſt, as in thoſe pi- 
tying tears, which ſwelled his eyes, and trickled- 
down his cheeks, to bedew the rancour of his in- 
veterate enemies | Was it poſſible for Patience 
to aſſume a form ſo lovely, as that ſweetly winning 
conduct, which bore the contradiction of ſinners? 
which entreated the obſtinate to be reconciled, be- 
fought the guilty not to die — In other things, we 
may find ſome ſcatiered rays of JEHOVAn's glory; 
but in CHRIST they are all. collected and united. 
In CHRIST they beam forth, with the ſtrongeſt ra- 
diance, with the molt delightful effulgence. Out- 
Sion, and in Sien's great Redeemer, hath GOD- 
eppeared in perſect beauty. 

Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, 
ſearch the records of redeeming. love. Let theſe. 
be the principal objects of thy ſtudy. Here em- 
* ploy: thyſelf with the moſt unwearcd ailiduity, 
In theſe are hid all the treaſures of wildom and 
% knowledge.” t Such wiſdom, as charms and 

altoniſhes., 


— 


„ . 9 


In this ſenſe, that fay ing of our Lox Dis eminently true; 
He that hath (cen me, hath ſeen the FATHER.“ Jobn xiv. 9. 


+ Coloſſ. ii. 3. Not a mean dexree, but a treaſure; notion 
treaſure, but many; not many only, but % trenſures, of .true wiſ- 
dom, and ſaving k nov edge, are. in CHRIST, ard his glorious 
goſpel. The tranſcendent exce//en.y ot thoſe treafures ſeem to be 
line!y intimated in that other expreſſion, zTe!cvPo, Lid; (Which 
ray be interpreted by the Hebrew, ZIMIM ; Job iii. 21.) laid up 
with the utmoſt care, and the vreateſt fatery. Lor left at all ad- 
ventures, to be fttumbled upon by every giddy wanderer, or to fall 
ino the arms of the yawaing fluggard ; but, like jewels of tle. 
drigheſt luſtre; or riches of the highett values, kept in ſtere to acorn 
and reward the diligent ſearcher, | 
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aſtoniſhes the very angels, engages their cloſet at- 
tention, and fills them with the deepeſt adoration. * 
Such knewledge, as qualifies the polletfor, if not for 
offices of dignity on earth, yet ſor the moſt ho- 
nourable advancements in the kingdom of heaven. 
Diſunited from which knowledge, all application 
is but elaborate impertinence ; and all ſcience, no 
better than pompous ignorance : Theſe records 
contain the faultleſs model of duty, and the nobleſt 
motives to obedience. Nothing ſo powerful to 
work a lively faith, and a joytul hone, as an atten- 
tive conſideration of our LoRD's unutterable merits. 
Nothing fo ſovereign to antidote the peſtilential in- 
fluence of the world, and deliver our affections from 
a ſlavery to ignoble objects, as an habitual remem- 
brance of his extreme agonics. The genuine, the 
ever fruitful ſeurce of all mzrality, is the unfeigned 
love of CHxIsT; and the croſs, the CRoss, is the 
appointed altar, f from which we may fetch a coal, * 
to inkindle this facred fire. 


Behold, 


This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's anguage, though 
it B not a literai tranflution of 86g a a7; hun e r TE TIS 
1 Pet. i. 12. nere bad ſuch a lively apprehenfionof the beauti- 
ful ©onificancy of the laſt word, as when 1 have attencled a diſſec- 
tion of ſome part of the animal body. In order to diſcern the mi- 
ui of the admirable frame, the latent wonders of art and mecha- 


niſm, the eye is ſo ſharpened, and its application ſo intenſely bended, 
as gives a very juſt xperimentat commeni on that expreſſive phraſe, 


TURK be With ſuch earacit attention is the everlaſting goſ- 
pel contemplated by the angeric orders! How much more, if it were 
poilible, does it deſcive the devout and inceflant conſideration ot 
man minds? Since by them it is not only to be ſpeculated, as a 


bri;h! ard ravithing diſplay of the divine attributes; but to be app 


plied to their fallen nature, as 4 mott benign ſcheme of recovering 
grace, as the ſure and only method of obtaining life and immorta- 
liey - | | 

+ * And I,” ſays our Lox p, © if I belifted up from the earth,” 
and extended on the croſs, © will drawall men unto me;“ will give 
tuch a rich and tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſhall conſtitute 
the moſt powerful and prevailing attractive of bert. John vii. 22: 


3 Aliuding to Iſaiah vi. 6. 
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Behold, therefore, the man, the matchleſs and 
ſtupendous man, whoſe practice was a pattern of 
the molt exalted virtue, and his perſon the mirror 
of every divine perfection. Examine the memoirs 
of his heavenly temper, and exemplary converſa- 
tion. Contemplate that chi of graces, which were 
aſſociated in his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre 

on all his actions. Famili :arize to thy thoughts his 
inſtructive diſcourſes, and enter into the very ſpt- 
rit of his refined doctrines ; that the graces may be 
transfuſed into thy breait, and the doArines tran- 
ſcribed 1 in thy lite. Follow him to Calvary's horrid 
eminence, to Calvary's fata! cataſtrophe Were 
innocence, dignity, and merit, were made priv 
through ſufferings ; each ſhining with all poſſible 
ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene; fomewhat 
like his own radiant 5 then glowing with the 
greateſt beauty, When appearing on the darkeſt 
cloud. Be thy molt conitant attention fixed one 
that lovely and ſorrowiul ſpectacle. Behold the 
ſpotleſs victtm nailed to the tree, and itabbed to 
the heart. Hear him pouring out prayers for his 
murderers, before he poured out his foul for tranſ- 
greflors. See the wounds that ſtream with forzive- 
F neſs, and bleed balm for a diſtempered worid. 7007 
£ ſee the juſtice of the Almighty and his goodnets ; 
= this mercy and his vengeance ; every /remendous ant 
gracious attribute manitelted ; manifeſted with inex- 

preſſible glory, in that moſt ; ignonumicus, yet grand- 

e/t, of tranſactions. 


CIS a Res,» 


Since God is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
marvellous works declare; 


Since the great Sov'reign ſends ten thouſand 
« To tell us, he reſides above them all, worlds, 
„In glory's unapproachable recets ;” * 

how 
2 For this quotation, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknowledge | 


myiclf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime z0ems, entitl..4 _ 
Niger 
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how can we forbear haſtening, with Meſes, bow- 
ing ourſelves to the earth, and worſhipping? O! 
what an honourable, as well as advantagcous em- 
ploy, is prayer! Advantageous. By prayer, we 
cultivate that improving correipondence with JE- 
HOVAH ; we carry on that gladdening intercourſe 


with his SPIRIT, which mull begin here, in order - 
to be completed in eternity. Honorable, By pray- 


er we have acceſs to that mighty Potentate, whoſe 


ſceptre. {ways univerſal nature, and whoſe rich re- 
galia fills the ſkies with luſtre. Prayer places us in 


bis preſence chamber, while © the blood of ſprink- 
*« ling” procures us a gracious audience. 


Shall I then bluſh to be found proſtrate before 


the throne of grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have it 


known, that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the 
family, or am conſcientious in obſerving my pri- 


vate retirements? Rather let me-glory in this un- 


ſpeakable privilege. Let me reckon it the nble/? 


poſture, to fall Jow.on my knees before his foot- 
tool; and the highefl honour, to. enjoy. communi- 


on with his moſt exalted Majeſty ; incomparably 
more noble, than to ſit, in perſon, on the triumph— 


al chariot; or to ſtand in lng on amid{t the temple. 


of worthies. 
Moſt inc{timable, in ſuch a view, is that pro- 
miſe, which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writ- 


ings, and is the crowning bencht of the new co- 


venant, 


Night Thuuphrs Of which I ſhall only ſay, that I recieve freſt 
pleaſure, 2nd. richer improvement, from every renewed peruſal, 


And, I «tink, 1 ſhall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent beftower 


of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and animating compolitions, 
even in my lat moments. "Than which nothing can more empha- 
tically ſpeak their {upericr excellence, nar give a more ſolid ſatisfac- 
tion to their worthy. author, Happy frovld T think myſelf, if 
theſe little ſketches of contemplative devotion, might be honoured 
with the m-/7 inferior degree of the ſame ſucceſs ; might receive 2 
teſtimony, rot trom the voice of fame, but from the dying lips of 
ſome edied Chriſtian ! 
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; yenant, “ I will be thy Cop.” “ Will this ſu- 
; premely excellent and almighty Being vouchſafe to 
be my portion? to ſettle upon a poor finner, not 


the heritage of a country, not the poſſeſſion of the 
whole earth; but his own cver-bleſſed Sf! May I. 
then, through his free condeſcending grace, and 
the unknown merits of his Son, look upon all theſe 
infinitely noble attributes as my treaſure? May I. 
regard the wiſdom, which ſuperintends fuch a mui- 
titude of worlds, as my guide; the power which 
produced, and preſerves them in exiſtence, as my 
guard; the goodneſs which, by an endleſs commu- 
nication of favours, renders them all ſo many ha- 
bitations of happineſs, as © my.cxceeding great re- 
« ward e'— What a fund of felicity is included in 
ſuch a bleſſing! How often does the Hraelitiſi 
prince exult in the aſſurance, that this unutterable 
and boundleſs good is his own? Intereſted in this, 
he bids defiance to every evil that can be dreaged,” 
and reſts in, certain expectation of cvery bleſſing 
s that can be deſired. The «© LORD is my light 
| © and my ſalvation; whom then ſhall I fear? The 
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Ss © LoRn,” with an air of exultation, he repeats 
both his affiance, and his challenge, * is the 
« {trength of my life; of whom then ſhail I be - 
© afraid ?”t Nothing fo effectual as this appropriat- 
ing faith, to inſpire a dignity of mind, ſuperior to 
= tranlitory trifles; or to create a calmneſs of tem- 
per, unalarmed by vulgar fears, unappalled by 
= «cath itſelf, —* The LORD is my ſhepherd,” ſays 
s tie ſame truly gallant and heroic perſonage ; 
( thereſore ſhail 1 lack nothing.” 4+ How is it poſ- 
ble he ſhould ſuffer want, who has the all- ſuffi- 
cient fulneſs for his ſupply? So long as unerring -- 
wiſdom is capable of contriving the racans, fo long 
as uncontrollable power is able to execute them, 
lach a dus cannot fail of being ſafe. and happy, 
_ whether 
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whether he continue amidſt the viciſſitudes of time, 
or depart into the unchangeable eternity. : 
Here let us ſtand a moment, and humbly con- 
template this. great Gop, together with ourſelves, 
in a relative view. If we reflect on the works of 
material nature, their number incomprehenſible, 
and their extent unmeaſurable; cach of them apart 
ſo admirably framed, the connections of the whole 
ſo exquiſitely regulated, and all derived from one 
and the ſame glorious agent ;—if we recolle& the 
far more noble accompliſhments of elegant taite, 
and diſcerning judgment; of refined affections and 
exalted fentiments, which are to be found, among : 
the ſeveral orders of intel/igent exiſtence q and all FF 
of them flowing, in rich emanations, from the ; 
one ſole fountain of intellectuab light; if we farther 
conſider this Author of material beauty, and mo- 
ral excellency, as a guardian, a governor, and bene 0 
factor to all his creatures; ſupporting the whole 
ſyſtem, and protecting each individual, by an ever- | 
watchful Providence; preſiding over the minuteit 
affairs, and cauling all events to terminate in the + 
molt extenſive good; heaping, with unremitted l- 
berality, his benefits upon every capable object, and. 
making the circuit of the univerſe a ſemin ary oft WW 
happineſs :—is it poſſible for the human heart, un- 
der ſuch captivating views, to be indifferent towards : 
this moſt benign, molt bountiful original of being 
and of bliſs? Can any be fo immerſed in ſtupidity, 
as to ſay unto the Almighty,—in the language t 
an irreligious temper, and hcentious life, to fay, . 
«f Depart from us; we implore not thy favour ; 
« nor deſire the knowledge of thy ways; 
Wonder, O heavens! be amazed, O earth! and 
let the: inhabitants of 5 expreſs their a{tonith- 
ment, at this unparelleled complication of dilinge- 
BUOUS, ungrateful, deſtructive pervericnels 
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If we conſider our fallen and imperfect ſtate, frail 
in our bodies, enfeebled in our minds, in every 
art of our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences 
of life, “like a tottering wall or a broken hedge ; * 


 —if we ſurvey our indigent and infirm ſtate ; with- 


out holineſs, without ſpiritual ſtrength ; our poſ- 
ſeſſion of preſent conveniences entirely dependent 


on Gop's ſovereign pleaſure, yea forfeited, juſtly 


forfeited, with every future hope, by a thouſand 
aggravated iniquities ;—if we add the various 4% 
aſters of our condition, agitated as we are by tu- 
multuous paſſions, oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears, 
held in ſuſpenſe by a varicty of perplexing“ cares, 
liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles, troubles 
from every quarter, troubles of every kind; — 
can we, amidſt ſo many wants, under ſuch deplor- 
able infirmities, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous acci- 
dents, can we be unconcerned, whether Gop's 
omnipotent, irreſiſtible, all conducting hand be 
againſt us, or for us? Imagination itſelf ſhudders at 
the thought !—can we reſt ſatisfied, with a well- 


grounded perſuaſion, that. we are reconceled to this 


lupreme LoRD, and the objects of his unchange- 
able goodneſs If there be an abandoned wretch, 
: whole 


Perplex ing. Thoſe who read the original language of the New 
Teſtament, are ſufficiently appirſed, that ſuch is the fgnificancy of 
that benevolent diſſunſive, urged by our Lok D, Mn wicturarts, 
Marth. vi. 25. I beg leave, for the ſake of the «rlcarned reader 
to obſerve, that our tranſlation, though for the moſt part f.«thful 
and excellent, has here miſrepreſented our divine Maſter's meaning. 
Tate no theugtt for your food, for your raiment, for your bodily 
welfare, is not only not the true Tenſe, but the very reverſe of the 
fcriptwmal doctrine. We are requircd to take a prudert and mederate 
thought for the nece fries of tife, The Nuggard, who negleRs this 
decent precaution, is ſeverely r-p:imanded ; is ſent to one of the 
meancit animals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn difcretion from 
her conduct, Prov. vi, 6. Ou Saviow's precept, and the exact 
fenſe of his exqretlion is, Take no anxious thought, indulge no per- 
flexing care, no ſuch care as may argue an unreaſonable «:/-. ft of 
Providence, or may rend and tear your minds with diſtreſſing, with 
Fernicious folicitude, | | | 
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whoſe apprehenſions are ſo fatally blinded ; who is 
ſo utterly loſt to all fenſe of his duty, and of his 
intereſt ; let me bewail his miſery, while J abhor 
his impicty; bewail his miſery, though popularity, 
with her choiceſt laurels, adorn his brow ; though 
afluence, with her richeſt delicacics, load his table; 
though halt a nation, or half a world conſpire to 
call him happy. 

May I, by-a believing application, ſolace myſelf 
in this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and 
joy! Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more. 
Only, that I may expect, not with a reluctant 
anxiety, but with a ready cheerfulneſs, the arrival of 
that important hour, when this veil of fleſh {hall 
drop, and the ſhadows of mortality flee away ; 
when I ſhait no longer complain of obſcure Know- 
ledge, languid Affeckions, and perfect fruition ;— 
but ſhall ſee the uncreated and immortal Majeſty ; * 
fee him, not in this diſtant and unaffecting method 
of reaſoning from his works, but with the moſt 
clear and direct intuition of the- rind ;—when TI 
ſhall love him, notwith a cold and contzatal ſpirit 
but with the moſt lively and-eala *gea emotion ot 
oratitude ; when I ſhall inceflantly enjoy the light 0:* 
Bie countenance, and be united, inſeparably united, 
to his all-glorious GODHEAD. Take, ye ambi- 
tious, unenvied and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves 

tae toys of ſtate. May I be enabled to rejorce in this 
bleſſed hope, and to 7riumph in that amiable, that 
adorable, that aelightful name, the LORD Mu 
God.! and I ſhall ſcarce beſtow. a thought on the 
ſplendid pageantry of the world, unleſs it be to de- 

priſe its py pomp, and to p:y its deluded ad- 
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All theſe bodies, though immemſe in their ſize, 
and almoſt infinite in their multitude, are obedrent 
to the divine command. The Gobp of wiſdom 
s telleth their numbers,” and is intimately aconaint-. 
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ed with their various properties. The Gop of 
power © calleth them all by their names,” and aſ- 
ligns them whatſoever office he pleaſes—He mar- 
ſhals all the ſtarry legions, with infinitely greater 
caſe, and nicer order, than the moſt expert general 
arranges his diſciplined troops. He appoints their 
foſts, he marks their route, he fixes the time for 
their return. The poſts which he appoints, they 
occupy without fail; in the route which we ſettles, 
they perſevere, without the leaſt deviation; and to 
the inſtant, * which he fixes for their return, they 
are preciſely punctual, He has given them a l 
which, through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not 
be broken, unleſs his ſovercign will interpoſes for 
its repeal, Then, indeed the motion of the celeſtial 
orbs is controlled, their action remains ſuſpended, 
or their influence receives a new direction. —T he. 
fun, at his creation, iſſued forth with a command, 
to travel perpetually through the heavens : Since 
which, he has never neglected to perform the great 
circuit,“ rejoicing as a giant to run his race.“ But, 
when it is requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes of 
divine love, the orders are countermanded, the 
flaming courier remits his career, lands ſtill in Gi- 
been, F and, for the conveyance of the choſen peo- 
ple, holds back the falling day.——The mon was 
diſpatched with a charge, never to intermit her re- 
volving courſe, till day and night came to an end. 
But when the children of Providence are to be fa- 
voured with an uncommen continuance of light, 
| ſhe 

* ©. The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly bo- 
& dies, perform their courſes and revolutions with ſo much certzinty 
and exattneſs, as never once to fail; but, for almoſt 6050 


years, come exactly about to the ſame period, in the hundredth 
part of a minute.” Stackhbouſe's H. of the Bible. 


+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture-langvage, and 
according to the common notion, With reſpect to the power which 
evctted the alteration, it is much the ſame thing, and alike miracu- 
1915, whether clio ſun or the carth be iuppoſed to woves, 
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ſhe halts in her march, makes a ſolemn pauſe “ ig 
the valley of Ajalon,” “ and delays to bring on 
her attendant train of ſhadows. When the ene- 
mies of the LORD are to be diſcomfited, the flars 
are levied into the ſervice; the ſtars are armed, and 
take the held ; „ the ſtars in their courſes, fought 
« againſt Siſera,” t 
So dutiful is material nature! ſo obſequious, in 
all her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure !—The bel- 
lowing thunders liſten to his voice, and the volleyed 
lightnings obſerve the direction of his cye. The 
flying ſtorm and impetuous whirlwind wear his 5 
yoke. The raging waves revere his nod; they Þ 
ſhake the earth, they daſh the ſkies; yet never | 
offer to paſs the limits which he has preſcribed. — 
Even the planetary ſpheres, though vaſtly larger 
than this wide extended earth, are, in his hand, 
ä as 


® Toſh. x. 12, 13. The prophet Fabakkuk, according to his 
lofty manner, celebrates this event, and points out, in very pocti- 
cal diction, the deſign of ſo ſurpriſing a miracle. The ſun and 
66 moon itood fill in their habitation, in the light,“ the long con- 
tinued and miraculous light,“ thy arrows,” edged with deſtruction, 
4c walked” on their awful errand : „ in the clear ſhining”? of the 
day, protracted for this very purpoſe, “ thy glittering ſpear,” 5 
launched by thy people, but guided by thy hand, ſprung to its. 
prey. Hab. iii. 11, | 


+ Judg. v. 20 — The ſcriptural phraſe, “ fought againſt,” will, 
J hope, be a proper ⁊barrant for every expreſſion I have uſed on this 
occaſion.— The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that ſome 
very dreadful meteors, (which the ſtars were thought to influence) 
ſuch as fierce flaſhes of /jghtning, impetuous ſhowers of rain, and 
rapid ſtorms of Bail, were employed by the Almighty to terrify, 
annoy, and overthrow the enemies of Iſrael, If fo, there cannot 
de a more clear and lively paraphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine 
lines of a Jewiſh writer.-——** His ſevere wrath ſhall HE ſharpen 
« foraſword; and tbe world ſhall igt with him againf# the un- 
« godly. Then ſhall the right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad: and 
& from the clouds, as from a wwell-drawwn bow, ſhall they fly tothe 
4% mark. And bailſtones, full of wrath, ſhall he caſt out of a ftone- W 
& bow ; and the <vater of the ſea ſhall rage againſt them; and the : 
& floods (as was the caſe of the river Kithon) ſhall cruelly drown 
& them, Yea, a mighty wind ſhall ſtand up againſt them; and, 
like a form, ſhall blow them away.“ Wiſd, v. 20-23, 
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as clay in the hands of the potter. Though ſwiter 
than the northcrn blaſt, they ſweep the long tracts 
of æther, yet are they guided by his reins, and 
execute whatever he enjoins. All theſe enor- 
mous globes of central fire, which beam through 
the boundleſs azure, in compariſon of which, an 
army of plancts were like a ſwarm of ſummer- 
inſects; thoſe, gen thoſe, are conformable to his 
will, as the melting wax to the impreſſed ſeal.- 
Since all, ALL .s ob<dient, throughout the whole 
aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only rebel againſt 
the almighty Maker? ſhall theſe unruly appetites 
reject his government, and refuſe their allegiance ? 
ſhall chef headitrong paſſrons break looſe from di- 
vine reitraint, and run wild, in exorbitant ſallies, 

after their ow imaginations ? ; 
O my foi, be ſtung with remorſe, and over- 
whelmed with contuſion, at the thought! Is it not 
a rightcous thing, that the bleſſed Gop ſhould ſway 
the ſceptre, with the molt abſolute authority, over 
all the creatures which his power has formed? eſ- 
peclally over thoſe creatures, whom his diltinguiſh- 
ing favour has endued with the noble principle of 
reaſon, and made capable of a bliſsful immortality ? . 
Sure, if all the Ee e of inanimate exiſtence con- 
form to their Maker's decree, by the neceſſity of 
their nature, this more excellent race of beings 
thould pay their equal homage, by the willing com- 
pliance of their affections.— Come then, all ye fa- 
cullies 


This argument, IT acknowledge, is not abfolutely concluſive; 
but it is popular and ſtriking, Nor can I think myfelf obliged, in 
ſuch a work, where Fancy bears a conſiderable ſway, to proceed al- 
ways with the caut ion and exactneſs of a diſputer in the ſchools, If 
there be ſome appearance of analogy between the fact and the infe- 
rence, it ſeems ſufficient for my purpoſe, though the deduction 
ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical. 
One of the apoſtolic fathers has an affecting and ſublime paragraph, 
which runs entirely in this form: HAiog Te xa oianmn, * e 

| GEV Te X, KATH THV Gun auly ey , 0X2 TUHcn; 
| EE pixflaciuc, EE:AI@T&01v T5 ETITETRAY EYES GUT; O (ROUT. 
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culties of my mind, come, all ye powers of my 621 ; 
give vp yourſelves, without a moment's delay, with- 


out the leaſt reſerve, to his governance. Stand, 


like dutiful fervants, at his footſtool, in an ever- 
laſting readineſs to do whatſoever he requires, to be 
whatſoever he appoints; to further, with united 
efforts, the purpoles of his glory in this earthly 
ſcene ; or elſe to ſeparate without reluctance, at 
his ſummons ; the ane, to flecp in the ſilent duſt; 
the other, to advance his honour, in ſome remoter 
colony of his kingdom. ——Thus, may I join with 
all the works of the Loxp, in all places of his 
dominion, to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy, and 
proclaim him Sovereign of ſouls, as Well as ruler 
of worlds. 


At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries: 


were eclipſed, by the overpowering lultre of the 
ſun. They. were all placed in the very ſame ſta- 
tions, and played the ſame ſprightly beams, yet not 


one of them was ſeen. As the day-light viore away, 
and the ſober ſhades advanced, Heſperus, who leads 
the ſtarry train, diſcloſed his radiant forchead, and 
catched my eye. While I itood gazing on his 


bright and beautiful aſpect, ſeveral of his attend- 


ants peeped through the blue curtains, Scarce had 


I turned to cbſervs theſe freſh emanations of ſplen- 
dor, but others dropt the veil, others ſtole into 
view. When lo! faſter and more numerous mul- 
titudes ſprung from obſcurity; they poured, in 
ſhining troops, and in ſweet confuſion, over all the 
empyrean plain; till the firmament ſeemed like one 
| | vaſt 
«© The ſun, the moon, and the ſtarry choir, without the leaſt de- 
« viation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perform the revolutions 
„ appointed them by the ſupreme decree.” From which remark, 
and abundance of other ſimilar inftances, obſervable in the economy 


of nature, he exhorts Chriſtians to a cordial wnaninity among them- 
ſelves, and a qutiful chedience to Gop. Vid. Clem. Reman. 1 Ep. 


ad Corinth, ſect. 29.,—Sece alſo a beautiful ode in Pr. Watts's lyric | 
poems, entitled,“ The compariſon and complaint; which turns-- 


upon this very thoughts 
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vaſt conſtellation, and “ a food of glory burſt from 
4 all the ſkies.” | 

Is not ſuch the , and ſuch the progreſs of a 
true converſeon, in the prejudiced infidel, or inat- 
tentive ſinner? During the period of his vainer 
years, a thouſand intereſting truths lay utterly un- 
diſcovered, a thouſard momentous concerns were 


entirely diſregarded. But when divine grace diſ- 


ſipates the deluſive glitter, which dazzled his under- 
ſtanding, and beguiled his affections, then he be- 
gins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, the things which 


belong unto his peace. Some admonition of ſcrip- 


ture darts conviction into his foul, as the glimmer- 


ing of a ſtar pierces the gloom of night.——Then, 
perhaps another awful, or cheering text, impreſſes 


terror, or diffuſes comfort. A threatening alarms 
his fears, or a promiſe awakens his hopes. This 


poſlibly is ſucceeded by ſome affiitive deſpenſation 


of providence, and improved by ſome edifying and 
inſtructive converſation. All which is eſtabliſhed, 


as to its continuance, and enlarged as to its influ- 


ence, by a diligent ſtudy of the ſacred word. By 
this means, new truths continually pour their evi- 


dence. Scenes of refined and exalted, but hitherto. 


unknown delight, addreſs him with their attrac- 


tives. New dclires take wing; new purſuits are ſet 


on foot. A new turn of mind forms his temper ; 
a new habit of converſation regulates his life. In 
a word, „ old things are paſſed away, and all things 
„ becorne new.” He who was ſometimes darknels, 
is now light, and life, and joy in the LORD. 


The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, 
the more fully I diſcern the richneſs of its decora- 
tions. Abundance of minuter lights, which lay 
concealed from a ſuperficial notice, are viſible on a 
c/oſer examination; eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the 
ey which are called the galaxy, and are diſtinguiſh— 
able by a ſeit of milky path. There the ſtars are 
| clouded, 
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crouded, rather than diſſeminated. - The region 
ſeems to be all on a blaze, with their blended rays, 
— Beſides this vaſt profuſion, which in my preſent 
ſituation the eye diſcovers, was I to make my ſur- 
vey from any other part of the globe, lying nearer 
to the ſouthern pole, I ſhould bthold a new choir 
of ſtarry bodies, which have never appeared with- 
in our horizon. Was I, (which is ſtill more 
wonderful), either here or there, to view the fir- 
mament with the virtuoſo's glaſs, I ſhould find a 
prodigious multitude of flaming orbs, which im- 
merſed in depths of zther, eſcape the keeneſt un- 
aſſiſted ſight.* Yet, in theſe various fituations, 
even with the aid of the teleſcopic tube, I ſhould 
not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps not a / 
ſandth part, of thoſe majeitic luminaries, which the 
_ vaſt expanſive heavens contain. f- So, the more 
diligently I purſue my ſearch into thoſe oracles of 
eternal truth, the Scriptures ; I perceive a wider, a 
deeper, an ever-increaſing fund of ſpiritual trea- 
ſures. I perceive the brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, 
and the richer diſplays of goodneſs ; a more tran- 
ſcendent excellency in the illuſtrious Mciſtah, and 
a more deplorable vilenefs in fallen man; a more 
immaculate purity in Gop's law, and more precious 

| | privi- 


* © Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
« And view thoſe lamps which yield eternal day. | 
« Bring forth thy glaſſes ; clear thy wond'ring eyes: ) 
Millions beyond the former millions riſe : 
% Look farther; millions more blaze from remoter ſkies.” ) 
See an ingenious poem entitled, The Univerſe. 


+ How noble, conſidercd in this view, are the celebrations of the 
divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred writings ! ** It 
« is the Lok p that made the heavens.” Pſal. xcvi, 5, ————What 
a prodigious dignity.does ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout 
aſcription of praiſe : „ Thou, even thou, art Loup alone; thou 
© haſt made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their hoſt.” 
Neh. ix. 6.- Examined by this rule, the beautiful climas in our 
inſpired hymn, is ſublime beyond compare: „ Praiſe Him, ſun, 
« and moon; praiſe HIM, all ye ſtars of light; praiſe H1M, e 
«© heavens of heavens.” Pſal. cxlviii. 3, 4. | | 
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privileges in his goſpel. Yet, after a courſe of ſtudy, 
ever ſo aſſiduous, ever fo prolonged, I ſhould have 
reaſon to own myſelf a mere babe in heavenly know- 
ledge, or, at molt, but a puerile proficient in the 
{ſchool of CERIsr. Shs 
After all my molt accurate iuſpection, thoſe ſtarry 
orbs appear but as glittering poluts. Even the 
planets, though ſo much nearer our earthly man- 
ſion, ſeem only like burning bullets, If then we 
have ſuch imperfect apprehenſions of viſible and ma- 
terial things, how much more ſcanty and inade- 
quate muſt be our notions of inviſible and immor- 
tal objects! We bchold the ſtars. Though every 
one is incomparably bigger than the globe we inha- 
bit, yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, into the 
moſt diminutive forms. Thus, we ſee by faith the 
glories of the bleſſed JE SUs, the atoning efficacy 
of his death, the juſtifying merit of his righteouſ- 
neſs, and the joys which are reſerved for his fol- 
lowers. But alas! even our moſt exalted ideas are 
valtly below the truth; as much below the truth, 
as the report Which our eyes make of thoſe celeſ- 
tial edifices, 15 inferior to their real grandeur.— 
Should we take in all the magnifying aſſiſtances 
which art has contrived, thoſe luminous bodies 
would elude our ſkill, and appear as /mall as ever. 
Should an inhabitant of earth travel towards the 
cope of heaven, and be carried forwards in his 
acrial journey, more than a hundred and ſixty. 
millions of miles; * even in that advanced ſituation 
thoſe oceans of flame would look no larger than ra- 
diant ſpecks. In like manner, conceive ever fo 
magnificently of the Redecmer's honours, and of 
| the 


* This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, 
but a real fact. For, about the twenty-firſt of December, we are 
above 160,900,000 of miles nearer the northern parts of the ſky, than 
we were at the twenty-firſt of June. And yet, with regard to the 

fars fituate in that quarter, we perceive no change in their af; ec, 
nor any aug7entaiten Of their magnitude. 
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the bliſs which he has purchaſed for his people, yet 
you will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination higher, 
ſtretch your invention wrder, give them all ihe 
ſcope which a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; 
ſtill your conceptions will be extremely drſpropsy- 
tionate to their genuine perfections.—Valt are the 
bodies which roll in the expanſe of heaven; vaſter 
far thoſe fields of æther, through which they run 
their endleſs round; but the excellency of Jzsvs, 
and the happineſs laid up for his ſervants, are greater, 
than either, than both, than all. An inſpired writer 
calls the former, *“ the unſearchable riches of 
«© CHRISTH;“ and ſtyles the latter, “ an exceeding 
e oreat and eternal weight of glory.” 


If thoſe ſtars are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines 
of fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light, there is 
no reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome very grand 
ies, ſuitable to the magnificence of their nature, 
To ſpecify or explain the particular purpoſes they 
anſwer, is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent 
ſtate of diſtance and ignorance. This, however, 
we may clearly diſcern ; they are diſpoſed in that 
very manner which is molt pleaſing and moſt ſer- 
viceable to mankind, —— They are not placed at an 
infinite remove, ſo as to lie beyond our ſight ; nei— 
ther are they brought / near our abode, as to an- 
noy us with their beams. We ſee them ſhine on 
every ſide. The deep azure, which ſerves them as 
a ground, heightens their ſplendor. At the fame 
time, their influence 1s gentle, and their rays are 
deſtitute of heat. So that we are ſurrounded with 
a multitude of fiery globes, which beautify and 
illuminate the firmament, without any riſk, either 
to the c92lneſs of our night, or the quiet of our re— 
poſe.—Who can ſufficiently admire that wonder- 
ous benignity, which, on our account, ſtrews the 
earth with bleſlings of every kind, and vouchſafcs 

to 
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to make the very heavens ſubſervient to our de- 


light? 


It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace 
with coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the celeſ- 
tial luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We 
alſo reap conſiderable benefits from their miniſtry. 
They divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. 
They ſettle the order of our works, and are accord- 
ing to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, 
4 for ſigns, and for ſeaſons ; for days, and for 
« years.” The returns of heat and cold alone 
would have been too precarious a rule. But theſe 
radiant bodies, by the variation, and alſo by the 
regularity of their motions, afford a method of 
calculating abſolutely certain; and ſufficiently ob- 
vious. By this, the farmer is inſtructed when to 
commit his grain to the furrows, and how to con- 


duct the operations of huſbandry, By this, the 


ſailor knows when to procced on his voyage with 
leaſt peril, and how to carry on the buſineſs of na- 


vigation with moſt ſucceſs, 

Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer 
for eternity, learn from the ſame monitors, to num 
ber, — for nobler purpoſes, to number his days, and 
duly to tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his ever- 
laſting ſalvation ? Since Gop has appointed ſo ma- 
ny bright meaſurers of our time, to determine its 
larger periods, and to minute down its ordinary 
ſtages ; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its value, 


and ſhould powerfully prompt us to improve it.— 


Bchold ! the ſupreme Lord marks the progreſs of 
our life, in that moſt conſpicuous calendar above. 


Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, and in the moſt 
.emphatical language, that our life is given for «ſc, 


not for waſte © that no portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter ; and therefore 
that the ſtewards of ſuch a talent are to expeR a 


future reckoning ?—Behold! the very heavens are 
Vol. II. 7 5 


bidden 


| 
| 
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bidden to be the accountants of our years, and 
months, and days. O! may this induce us to ma- 
nage them with a vigilant frugality ; to part with 
them, as miſers with their red treaſure, warily 
and circumſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants 
with their rich commodities, not without an equiva- 


lent, cither in perſonal improvement or ſocial uſe- 
fulneſs ! | 


How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine ! The am- 
bition of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſ- 
tinction more noble and ſublime, than that of being 
likened to thoſe beaming orbs. *ﬀ——They form 


_ night's richeſt dreſs; and ſparkle upon her ſable 


robe, like jewels of the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels ! 
I wrong their character. The lucid ſtone has no 
brilliancy, quenched is the flame even of the golden 
topaz, compared with thoſe glowing decorations of 
heaven. How widely are their radiant honours 
diffuſed ! No nation fo remote, but fees their beau- 
ty, and rejoices in their uſefulneſs. They have been 
admired by all preceding generations; and every 
riſing age will gaze on their charms, with renewed 
delight, —— How animating, then, is that promiſe, 
made to the faithful miniſters of the goſpel! * They 
„ that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 
« the ſtars for ever and ever. + Is not this a moſt 
winning encouragement © to ſpend and be ſpent,” 
in the ſervice of ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon 


as they twinkle, Methinks, they ſhew me their 


ſplendors, on purpoſe to inipire me with alacriy 


in the race ſet before me, on purpoſe to enliven my 


activity in the work that is given me to do,—Yes, 
ye majeſtic monitors, I underſiand your meaning. 


If honour has any charms ; if true glory, the glory 


which cometh from Gow, is any attractive; you 
diſplay the moſt poweriul incitements to — 
5 a 


Numb. xxiv. 17. Dan, viii. 10. + Dan, xii. 3. 
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all aſſiduity in my holy vocation. I will henceforth 
obſerve your intimation ; and when zeal becomes 
languid, have recourſe to your heavenly lamps ; if 
ſo be I may rek:ndle its ardour at thoſe inextinguiſh- 
able fires. 


Of the polar ſtar it is obſervable, that while other 
luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems invari- 
ably fixed. * While other luminaries now mount 
the battlements of heaven, and appear upon duty, 
now retire beneath the horizon, and reſign. to a 
freſh ſet the watches of the night, this never de- 
parts from its ſtation. This, in every ſeaſon, main- 
tains an uniform poſition, .and is always to be found 
in the ſame tract of the northern ſky. How often 
has this beamed bright intelligence on the aller, 
and conducted the keel to its defired haven ! In 
early ages, thoſe who went down to the ſea in ſhips, 
and occupied their buſineſs in great waters, had 


ſcarce any other ſure guide for their wandering 


veſſel. This therefore they viewed with the mot 
folicitous attention. By this they formed their ob- 
ſervations, and regulated their voyage. When this 
was obſcured by clouds, or inveloped in miſts, the 
trembling mariner was bew:/dered on the watery 
waſte. His thoughts fluctuated, as much as the 
floating ſurge ; and he knew not where he was ad- 
vanced, or whither he ſhould ſteer. But when this 


auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom, it diſſi- 


pated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up his 
dubious paſſage. He re-aſſumed, with alacrity, the 
management of the helm ; and was able to ſhape 


bis courſe with ſome tolerable degree of ſatisfaction 


and certainty. 
Such, 


I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the object. For, 
though this remarkable flar revolves round the pole, its motion is 
10 fow, and the circle it deſcribes ſo ſma!/, as render both the re- 
Volution and change of ſituation hardly perceivable, | 


On 
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Such, only much clearer in its light, and much 
ſurer in its direction, is the H word of Gop, to 
thoſe myriads of intellectual beings who are bound 
for the eternal ſhores ; who, embarked in a veſſel 
of feeble fleſh, are to paſs the waves of this tem- 
peſtuous and perilous world. In all difficulties, thoſe 
ſacred pages ſhed an encouraging ray; in all uncer- 
tainties, they ſuggeſt the right determination, and 
point out the proper procedure. What is ſtill a 
more ineſtimable advantage, they, like the ſtar which 
conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain the way of 
acceſs toa Redeemer. "They diſplay his unſpeakable 
merits; they diſcover the method of being intereſt- 
ed in his great atonement ; and lead the weary ſoul, 


teffed by troubles, and ſhattered by temptations, to 


that only harbour of peaceful repoſe. Let us, 
therefore, attend to this wnerring directory, with the 
fame conſtancy of regard as the ſea-faring man ob- 
ſerves his compaſs. Let us become as thoroughly 
acquainted with this ſacred chart, as the pilot is 
with every truſty mark, that gives notice of a lurk- 
ing rock, and with every open road, that yields a 
fafe paſſage into the port. Above all, let us com- 
mit ourſelves to this infallible guidance, with the 


fame implicit reſignation ; let us conform our con- 


duct to its exalted precepts, with the ſame ſedulous 
care as the children of Iſrael, when ſojourning in 
the trackleſs deſert, followed the pillar of fire, and 
the motions of the miraculous cloud. So will it 
introduce us, not into an earthly Canaan, flowing 
with milk and honey; but into an immortal para- 
diſe, where is the fulneſs of joy, and where are 
pleaſures for evermore, It will introduce us into 


_ thoſe happy, happy regions, where “ our ſun ſhall 


« no more go down, nor our moon withdraw it— 
# ſelf; for the LORD thall be our everlaſting light, 
« and the days of our mourning,” together with the 
fatigues of our pilgrimage, “ ſhall be ended.” * 


Iſa, Iz, 20. | - 
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I perceive a great varieiy in the ſize and ſplendor 
of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt 
magnitude, others of an inferior order. Some g/9w 
with intenſe flames, others glimmer with fainter 
beams. Yet all are beautiful; all have their pecu- 
Liar luſtre, and diſtinct uſe ; all tend, in their diffe- 
rent degrees, to enamel the cope of heaven, and 
embroider the robe of night. This circumſtance 
is remarked by an author, whoſe ſentiments are a 


ſource of wiſdom, and the very ſtandard of truth. 


« One ſtar,” ſays the apoſtle of the Gentiles, © 4 
« fereth from another ſtar in glory: % alſo is the 
« reſurrection of the dead.” _ 1 
In the world above are various degrees of happi- 
nels, various ſeats of honour. Some will riſe to 
more illuſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys. * 
Some, like veſlels of ample capacity, will admit 
more copious acceſſions of light and excellence. 
Yet there will be no want, no deficiency, in any, 
but a fulneſs both of divine ſatisfactions, and perſo- 
nal perfections; each will enjoy all the good, and be 
adorned with a/l the glory, that his heart can with, 
or his condition receive. None will know what 
it is to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, nor the 
leaſt ſelfiſhneſs, but everlaſting friendſhip prevails, 
and a mutual complacency in each other's delight. 
Love, cordial. love, will give every particular faint 
a participation of all the fruitions + which are dit- 
tuſed through the whole aſſembly of the blelſed. -— 
No one eclipſes, but each refle&s light upon his bro- 


ther, A Tweet interchange of rays ſ{ubliits 5 all en- 
lightened by the great fountain, and all enlighhten- 
ing one another. By which reciprocal communica» : 


| tion 
1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Mede prefers the ſenſe here 
Siren, and the learned Dr. Hammond admits it into his paraphraſe ; 


whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding any other, yet is a 
ſufficient warrant for this application of the words. 


: + Tolle invidiam, & tuum eft quod babes : tolie invidiam, & meum eſt 


qued babes, Auguſtine, 
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tion of pleaſure and amity, cach will be continually 
receiving from, each ncellandy adding to, the general 
telicity. 

Happy, ſupremely happy, they who are admitted 
into the celeſtial manſions, Better to be a door- 
keeper in thoſe “ ivory palaces,” * than to fill the 
molt gorgeous throne on earth. The very loweſt 
place at God's right hand, is diſtinguiſhed honour 
and conſummate bliſs, _-O! that we may, in ſome 
meaſure, anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we re- 
main in our baniſhment below! May we, by rejoc- 
ing in the ſuperior proſperity of another, make it 
our own and provided the general reſult is har- 
mony, be content, be pleaſed with whatever part 
is aſſigned to our ſhare, in the univerſal choir of 


affairs. | 


While I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I 
muſt not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of 
our modern aſtronomy, projection and altraction. 
One of which is the all-combining cement, the other 
is the cver operate ſpring of the mighty frame. | 
In the beginning, the all creating FlAr impreſſed 
a proper degree of motion on each of thoſe whirl- 
ing orbs, which, if not controlled, would have 
carried them on, in ſtrait lines, and to endleſs 
lengths, till they were even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. 
But the gravitating property, being added to the 
prejeclile fore, determined their courſes to a cr- 


cular + forms, and obliged the reluctant rovers to 


perform 
© Pſall. xlr. 8. 5 
+ T am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, but 


rather eliptical. However, as they are but a ſmall remove from the 
perfectly round figure, and partake of it incomparably more than 


the trajectories of the comets, I chuſe to repreſent the thing in this 


view. Eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle is ſo much more 
intelligible to the generality of readers, than that of an ellipſis; 
end becauſe I laid it down for a rule, not to admit any ſuch ab/truſe 
fentiment, or di cult expreſſion, as ſhould demand a painful atten» 

| | C tion, 
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perform their deſtined rounds. Were cither of 
thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their action, all the harmo- 
niouſly moving ſpheres would be difconcerted ; 
would degenerate into ſluggiſh inactive maſſes, and, 
falling into the central fire, be þyr1 to aſhes ; or 
elſe would exorbitate into wild confuſion, and cach, 
by the rapidxy of its whirl, be diſſipated into atoms. 
But the impulſive and attractive energy being not 
nicely attempered to each other, aid, under the 
immediate operation of the Alright, exerting 
themſelves in perpetual concert, various globes 
run their radiant races, wit! the leaſt interrup- 
tion, or the leaſt deviation to create the al- 
ternate changes of day and » , and diſtribute tie 
uſeful viciſſitudes of /ccee7 ſeaſons; fo às to 
anſwer all the great ends o a gracious Providence, 
and procure every comfortable convenience for uni- 
verſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the material very 
naturally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand princt- 
ples of the moral and dc otional world, faith and 
love? Theſe are often celebrated by the inſpired 
apoſtle, as a compreheniive ſummary of the goſ- 
pl. * "Theſe inſpirit the breait, and regulate the 
prozrets of each private Chriſtian, Theſe unite.the 
whole congregation of the faithful to Go, and one 
another: To Gop, the great centre, in the bonds 
of gratitude and devotion; to one ang ber, by a 
reciprocal intercourſe of brotherly affections and 
friendly offices. If you aſk, why 1s it inpoffible 
for the true believer, to live at all adventures? to 
| | | ftagnate _ 
tion, inſtead of raiſing an agreeable idea. For which reaſon, $ 
hare avoided technica! terms; bave taken no notice of Jupiter's ſa- 
tellites, or Saturn's ring; have not ſo much as mentioned the names 
of the planets, nor attempted to wade into any depths of the ſci- 
ence: leſt to thoſe who have no opportunity of uting the teleſc5pe, 
or of acquainting themſelves with a ſyſtem of aftronomy, I ſhould 


e e riddles, rather than diſplay entertaining and edifying 
truths, e . e 


* Col. i. 4. Phiem, ver. 5. 


r ũm e nk;nn . ̃ u w —— — 


ſpur, pieaſingly excites him. 


160 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


flagnate in floth, or habitually to deviate from du— 
ty; We anſwer, it is owing * to his faith work- 
« ing by love.” * He aſſuredly truſts, that CHRIST 
has ſuſtained the infamy, and endured the torment 
due to his fins, He firmly relies on that divine pro- 
pitiation, for the pardon of all his guilt ; and hum- 
bly expects everlaiting ſalvation, as the purchaſe of 
his Saytour's merits. This produces ſuch a ſpirit 
of gratitude, as refines his inclinations, and ani- 
mates his whole behaviour. He canuot, he cannot 
run to exceſs of riot; becauſe love to his. adorable 
Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly 
reſtrains him. He cannot, he cannot he lulled in 
a lethargic indolence ; becauſe love to the ſame in- 
finite Benefactor, like a pungent, but endearing 
In a word, faith 
ſupplies the powerful impulſe, while love gives the 
determining bias, and leads the willing feet through 
the whole circle of Gop's commandments. By the 
united efficacy of theſe heavenly graces, the Chriſ- 
tian conduct is preſerved in the uniformity and 
beauty of holineſs ; as by the blended power of thoſe 


Newtonian principles, the ſolar ſyſtem revolves in a 
Ready and magnificent regularity. 


How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſihed, 
Is the force of this ſingle principle, attraction ! f 
— This penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and 
diffuſes itfelf to the remoteft limets of the mun- 
dane ſyſtem. By this, the worlds impreſſed with 


motion, hang ſeHE balanced on their centres; ꝓ and, 


though orbs of immenſe magnitude, require no- 
thing, but this amazing property, for their ſupport. 
To this we aſcribe a phænomenon, of a very 
different kind, the preſſure of the atmoſphere; 

which, 


o Gal. v. 6. | 
+ I mean the attraction both of gravitation and coheſion, 
1 Ponderibus librata ſuit 
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which, though a yielding and expanſive fluid, yet 
conſtipated by an attractive energy, furrounds the 
whole globe, and incloſes every creature, as it 
were, with a tight bandage. An expedient this 
abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the texture of our 
bodics, and indeed to maintain every ſpecies of ani- 
mal exiſtence, Attraction! urged by this won 
derful impetus, the rivers circulate, copious and 
unintermitted, among all the nations of the carth, 
ſweeping with rapidity down the ſteeps, or ſoftly 
ebbing through the plains. Impelled by the ſame 
myſterious force, the nutritious juices are detached 
from the foil ; and aſcending the trees, find their 
way through millions of the fineſt meanders,” in 
order to transfuſe vegetative life into all the 
branches. This contines the 2cean within proper 
bounds, Though the waves thereof roar, though 
they toſs themſelves with all the madneſs of indig- 
nant rage; yet, checked by this potent, this inevit- 
able curb, they are unable to paſs even the flight 
barrier of ſand. To this the mzuntains owe that 
unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the ſhock of 
careering winds, and bids the tempeſt, with all its 
mingled horrors, impotently rave. — By virtue 
of this inviſible mechaniſm, without the aid of 
crane or pulley, or any inſtrument of human de- 
vice, many thouſand tons of water are raiſed, every 
moment, into the regions of the firmament. By 
this, they continue ſuſpended in thin air, without 
any capacious ciſtern to contain their ſubſtance, or 
any mally pillars to ſuſtain their weight. By this 
ſame variouſly acting power, they return to the 
place of their native reſidence; ditilled in gentle 
falls of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhowers 
of rain. They ide into the fields in fleecy flights 
of ſnow, or are darted upon the houſes in clatter- 
ing ſtorms of hail. This occaſions the ſtrong c- 
heſsn of ſolid bodies. Without which, our large 
machines could exert themſelves with no vigour, 


3 and 
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and the nicer utenſils of life would elude our ex- 
pectations of ſervice. This affords a foundation 
for all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic arts, which 
furniſh mankind with. numberleſs conveniences, 
both of ornament and delight. In ſhort, this is 
the prodigious ballaſt, which compoſes the equili- 
brium, and conſtitutes the ſtability of things; this, 
the great chain, which forms the connections of 
univerſal nature; and the mighty engine, which 
prompts, facilitates, and, in good meaſure, accom- 
pliſhes all her operations.—W hat complicated effects 
from a ſingle cauſe ! * what profuſion amidſt fruga- 
lity! an unknown profuſion of benefits, with the 
utmoſt frugality of expenſe ! 

And what 7s this attraction? Is it a quality, in 
its exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its 
acting, independent on the DEITY |! Quite 
the reverſe. Is it the very finger of Gop ; the con- 
ſtant impreſſion of divine power; a principle nei- 
ther innate in matter, nor intelligible by mortals. 
— Does it not, however, bear a conſiderable 
analogy to the agency of the HOLY GHOST, in 
the Chriſtian oeconomv? Are not the gracious 
operations of the bleſſed Spirit thus extenſive, thus 
adnuirable, thus various © 
tran{mits his gifts through every age, and commu— 
nicates his graces to every adherent.on the Redecm- 
er. All either of illuſtrious memory, or of bene- 
ficial tendency, in a word, “all the good that is 
« done upon carth, he doth it himſelf.“ Strong 
in 41s aid, and in the power of Yis might, the ſaints 
of all times have trod vice under their feet, have 
triumphed over this abject world, and converſed in 
heaven, while they dweli on earth. © Not], bat 
| „ the 


— 


#* Cre another remarkable inftance of this kind, in the Reffection: 
en a Fiwwer-Garden, pig 117, 118, —Together with a fine obſervar 
tion quoted inthe correſponding note, | 


That almighty Being 
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te the grace of Gop which was with me,” “ is the 
unanimous acknowledgment of them all. By 
the ſame kindly ſuccours, the whole church is ſtill 
enlightened, quickened and governed. Through 
his benign influences, the ſcales of zgnorance fall 
ſrom the underſtanding, the leproſy of evil concu- 
piſcence 1s purged from the will, and the fetters, 
the more than adamantine fetters of hahitual ini- 
quity, drop off from the converſation. He breathes 
even upon dry bones, f and they live: they are 
animated with faith ; they pant with ardent and 
heavenly deſire; they exerciſe themſelves in all the 
duties of godlineſs. His real, though ſecret, in- 
ſpiration, diſſolves the flint in the impenitent breaſt, 
and binds up the ſorrows of the broken heart; 


raiſes the thoughts high in the elevation of holy 


hope, yet lays them low in the humiliations of in- 
ward abaſement ; /teels the foul with impenetrable 
reſolution, and perſevering fortitude ; at the ſame 
time, ſoftens it into a dove-like meckneſs, and melts 


it in penetential ſorrow. 


When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent | 


ſtructures erected over all the zthereal plains ; 
when I look upon them as ſo many ſplendid repo- 


ſitories of light, or fruitful abodes of life: when 


I remember, that there may be other orbs, vaſtly 
more remote, than thoſe which appear to our un- 
aided tight ; orbs whoſe efulgence, though travel- 


ling ever ſince the creation, is not yet arrived up- 


on our coalts; F—1 ſtretch my thoughts to the in- 


num<crable. 


* 1 Cor. xv. 10. | 
+ See that beau iful piece of ſacred and allegorical imagery diſ- 
played, Ezek. xxxvii. 


I lf this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the celebrat- 
ed Nr. Huygens for its author) concerning 4e avs be true ;— 
if to this obſervation be added, what is affirmed by our ſkilful 
alironomers, that the motion of the rays of light is fo ri 


ſwift 
Q 6 
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numerable orders of being which inhabit all thoſe 
ſpacious ſyſtems ; from the /oft:e/t ſeraph, to the 
loweſt reptile; from the armies of angels, which 
ſurrounded the throne of JEHovan, to the puny na- 
lions, which tinge with blue the ſurface of the 
plum, * or mantle the ſtanding pool with green : 
how various appear the links in this immenſe 
chain! how valt the gradations in this univerſal 
ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, though ever ſo 
vaſt and various, are the work of God's hand, and 
are full of his preſence. 

He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large 
globes, which are pendulous in the vault of hea- 
ven. He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, 
which fill the firmament with a flood of glory. By 
him they are ſuſpended in 1 æther, and cannot 
be ſhaken; by him they diſpenſe a perpetual tide of 
beams, and are never exhauſted. — - He formed, 
with inexpreſlible nicety, that delicately fine collec- 
tion of tubes, that unknown multiplicity of ſubtle 

fprings, 


ſwift, as to pafs through ten millions of miles in a ſingle minute; 
how vaſt beyond imagination vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the ſpaces 
of the univerſe! —"Vhile the mind is diſtended with the grand idea, 
or rather, while the is diſpatching her ableſt powers of piercing 


judgment, and excurſive fancy, and finds them all drop fort, all 
_ baitled by the amazing ſubjeR ; permit me to apply that ſpirited ex- 


«lamation, and noble remark ; —— 


* Say, proud arch, 
Built with divine ambition; indiſdain 
Of limit built: built in the taſte of heaven! 
Vaſt concave ! ample dome! waſt thou deſign'd 
A meet apartment for the DerTy ? | 
Not ſo: that thought alone thy ftate impairs : 
Thy Lefty finks ; and ſhallows thy profound ; a 
And ſtraitens thy diffuſive.— | 
Night-Thoughts, N. IX. 


fFven the Hue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing fight confounds, 
To Him a peopled habitation ſhows, | 
Where millions taſte the bounty GOD beſtows. 
vee a beautiful and inſtrufive poem, ſtyled, DEIT 3 
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ſprings, which organize, and actuate, the frame of 
the minuteſt inſet. He bids the crimſon current 
roll, the vital movements play, and affociates a 
world of wonders even in an animated point. —In 
all theſe is a ſignal exhibition of creating power; 
to all theſe are extended the ſpecial regards of pre- 
ſerving goodneſs. From hence let me learn to rely 
on the providence, and to revere the preſence, of the 
Supreme Majeſty. 

To rely on his providence. —For, amidſt that in- 
conceivable number and variety of beings, which 
ſwarm through the regions of creation, not one is 
overlooked, not one is neglected, by the great om- 
nipotent Cauſe of all. However inconſiderable in 
its character or diminutive in its ſize, it is {till the 
production of the univerſal Maker, and belongs to 
the family of the almighty Father. What? though 
enthroned archangels enjoy the /m:les of his coun- 
tenance] yet the low inhabitants of earth, the moſt 


diſpicable worms of the ground, are not excluded 


from his providential care. Though the manifeſta- 
tion of his perfections is vouchſated to holy and 
intellectual eſſences, his ear is open to the cries of 
the young raven. His eye is attentive to the wants, 
and to the welfare of the very meaneſt births of 


nature 


® There are living creatures abundantly ſmaller than the mite, 
Mr. Bradley, in lis teatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſeR, 
which, after accu.at2 examination, he found to be a thouſand times 


le /s than the leaſt viſible grain of ſand, Yet ſuch an inſect, though 


quite imperceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, 


compared with other animalcules almoſt infinitely-more minute, 


diſcovered by Mr, Lewenhoekx. If we confider the ſeveral limbs 


which compoſe ſuch an organized particle; the different muſcles. 
which actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs; the flow of ſpirits, incompar- 


ably more attenuated, which put thoſe muſcles in motion; the va- 
rious fluids which circulate ; the different ſecretions which are per- 
formed; together with the peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before 
they arrive at their full growth: not to mention other more a/torifhe 
ig modes of diminution : ſure, we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to 


atknowledge, that the adored Maker is—MAXIMUS IN MINIMIS3 


greatly glorious even in his male works, 


— — — _ 
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nature. How much leſs then are his own people 
diſregarded ? thoſe for whom he has delivered his 
beloved Son to death, and for whom he has pre- 
pared habitations of eternal joy. They diſregard- 
ed! No. They are “kept as the ample of an eye.” 
The very hairs of their head are all numbered. 


The fondeſt mother may forget the infant, that is 


« dandled upon her knees,” and ſucks at her 
breaſt, * much ſooner than the Father of everlaſtin 
compaſſions can diſcontinue, or remit, his watchful 
tenderneſs to his people his children his 
heirs. | | 

Let 


* 'Tſa. xlix. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 


« ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? Yea, 


How delicate 


ce they may forget; yet will 1 not forget thee.” 


and exprefſive are the images in this charming ſcripture ! how full 


of beauty, if beheld ina critical, how rich with conſolation, if conti- 
dered in a believin view !--Can a w:.mar ! one of the ſofter ſex ; 
whoſe nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe paſſions are remark- 
ably tender; can ſuch a one, not barely diſregard, but entirely fer- 


get; not ſuſpend her care for a while, but wterly eraſe the very 


memory—of her ci; her own child, not another's; a child that 
was formed in her wem, and is a part of herſelf ?—her ſon ; the 
more important, and therefore more deſirable ſpecies; to whom it 
peculiarly belongs to preſerve the name, and build up the fami!y— 
her cnly ſon ; for the word is fingular, and refers to a cafe, where 
the offspring not being numerous, but centered in a fingle birth, 
muſt be productive of the fondeſt endearment ;—can ſhe diveſt her- 


ſelf of all concern for ſuch a child; not when he is grown up te 


maturity, or gone abroad from her houſe ; but while he continues 
in an infantile ſtate, and muſt owe his whole ſafety to her kind ac- 
tendance ; while he lies in her boſom, reſts on her arm, and even 
ſicls at her breaſt ?ﬀ—b ſpecially, if the poor innocent be racked with 
pain, or ſeized by ſ»me ſevere aftiiftion ; and ſo become an object 
of compaſſion, as well as of love. Can ſhe hear its piercingicries ; 
can ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helplefs, under its miſery, and fee! no 
emotions of parental pity! If one ſuch montter of inhumanity 
might be found ; could 4%, (here the prophet, to give his compa— 
riſon the utmoſt energy, changes the ſingular number into the plu- 


ral, TR 3), could a mothers be ſo dezenerate ? This, ſure, can- 


not be ſuſpettcd—necd nor be feared. Much leſs need the true be- 
liever be apprebenſive of the failure of my kindneſs. An vie ſal 


extinction of thoſe „t rongeſt aſtect ions of nature, is a more ſuppoſe- 


able caſe, :han that I ſhould ever be unmind ful of my people, or re- 
gardleſs of their intereſts, | | ; 
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Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
divine preſence. All the rolling worlds above, all 
the living atoms below, together with all the be- 
ings that intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are 
vouchers for an ever preſent Deity. « Gop has 
« not left himſelf without witneſs.” The marks 
of his footſteps are evident in every place, and the 
touches of his finger diſtinguiſhable 1 in every Crea- 
ture. Thy name is ſo nigh, O thou all-ſupporting 
« all-informing Lord ; and that ds thy wondrous 
« works declare. Thy goodneſs warms in the 
« morning fun, and refreſhes in the evening 
„breeze. Thy glory ſhines in the lamps of mid- 
ce night, and — in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We 
« ſee a trace of thy incomprehenſible grandeur in 
« the hes extent of things, and a ſketch of thy 
« exquiſite ſkill in thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks 
« of life, the inſect race.“ -How ſtupid is this 
heart of mine, that amidit fack a multitude of re- 
membrancers, thronging on every fide, I ſhould * 
forget thee a ſingle moment! Grant me, thou great 
I AM, thou ſource and ſupport of univerſal exiſt- 
ence, —O! grant me an enlightened. eye to diſcern 
thee in every object, and a devout heart to adare 
thee on every occaſion. Initead of living without 
God in the world, may I be ever with him, and [ce | 
all things full of him! 
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« The glittering ſtars, 
© Py the deep ear of meditation heard, 
Still in their midnight watches ſing of HIM. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath: 
The thunder is his voice; and the red flach 
His ſpcedy ſword of juſtige. At luis touch 
The mountains fame. He thakes the ſolid earth, 
And rocks the nadons. Nor in theſe alone, 
In evo'ry common in/lance God is ſeen.“ 

TV HOMSON'S Spring. 


| 5 Pfal. IXxv. 2. 
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If the beautiful ſpangles which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye ; if thoſe other fires which 
beam in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable only by 
that revelation to the fight, the teleſcope; if all 
thoſe bright milliaus are ſo many fountains of day, 
enriched with native and independent luſtre, illu— 
minating planets, and enlivening ſyſtems of their 
own: “ what pomp, how majeltic and ſplendid, 
is diſcloſed in the midnight ſcene ! What riches are 
diſſeminated through all thoſe numberleſs provinces 
of the great JEHOVAHn's empire Grandeur beyond 
expreſſion !—yet there is not the meaneſt ſlave but 
carries greater wealth in his own boſom, poſſeſſes 
ſuperior dignity in his own perſon. The / u¹ that 
informs his clay ; the ſoul that teaches him to think, 
and enables him to chuſe ; that qualifies him to re- 
liſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime de- 
fire ; F—the ſoul, that is endowed with ſuch noble 
faculties, and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the 
dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained or 
bleſſed for ever—this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth what- 
ever the eye can fee, whetever of material the fancy 
can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual be- 
ing, all the treaſure and all the magniticence of un- 
intelligent creation becomes poor and contempt- 


ible. ? For this ſoul, Omnipotence itſelf has wak- 


ed, 


Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Each /ucid print, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Informs a ſy/tem in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fills with glory its appointed place : 
With beams unborrow'd brightens other ſkies, IP 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies. 
| 10e Univerſe, 
F In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul even of 
fallen men has an unqueſtionable greatneſs, aad dignity, is majeſti: 
though in ruin, 


+ I beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage from that celebrat- 
ed maſter of reaſon and univerſal literature, Dr. Bentley; whom 
no one can be tempted to ſuſpeR either tinctured with enthuſiaſm, 
or warped to bigotr y. If we conſider,” ſays he, „ the dig- 
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ed, and worked through every age. To camvince 
this ſoul, the fundamental laws of nature have 
been controlled, and the molt amazing miracles 
have alarmed all the ends of the earth. To rut 
this ſoul, the wiſdom of heaven has been trans- 
fuſed into the ſacred page, and miſſionaries have 
been ſent from the great King, who reſides in 
light unapproachable. To ſanctify this ſoul, the 
almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; 
and, with a ſweet transforming influence, broods 
on the human heart. And O!] to redeem this ſoul 
from guilt, to reſcue it from hell, the heaven of 
heavens was bowed, and Gop himſelf came down 
to dwell in duſt. 

Let me pauſe a while upon this important ſub- 
ject, — What are the ſchemes which engage the at- 
tention of eminent ſtateſmen and mighty monarchs, 
compared with the grand intereſts of an immortal 
foul? The ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs 


of armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, 


if laid in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſou}, 


are lighter than the downy feather, poiſed againit 


talents of gold. To ſave a navy from ſhipwrect, or 
a kingdom from flavery, are deliverances of the 
moſt momentous nature, which the tranſactions of 
mortality can admit. But O! how they ſhrink 


into an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect upon 
Immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 


with the delivery of a fingle ſoul from the anguiſh 
and horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity ! * | 
. | Is 


nity of an intelligent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute 
and inanimate matter, we may affirm, without overvaluing hu- 
man nature, that the ſoul of one virtuous and religious man is 


cc 
« 
«c 
« 


Ng and all the ſtars in the world.. See bis ſermons at Beyle's let. 
0.8, | | | | 


Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ſad as one benighted mind, 
Which gropes for happiueſs and meets deſpair. | 
: Nigbt-Tbcugòts, N. IX. 


of greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, 
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Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul! what vigi- 
lance then can be te much, or rather what hol 
ſolicitude can be ſufficient, for the overſeers of the 
Saviour's flock, and the guardiaus of this great, 
this venerable, this invaluable charge? Since ſuch 
is the importance of the ſoul, wilt thou not, O 
man, be watchful for the preſervation of thy own? 
Shall every caſual incident awaken thy concern, 
every tranſitory toy command thy regard? and ſhall 
the welfare of thy ſoul, a work of continual occur- 
rence, a work of endleſs conſequence, fue in vain 
for thy ſerious care ?—Thy ſoul, thy ſoul, is thy 
all. If this he /ecured, thou art greatly rich, and 
wilt be unſpeakably happy. If this be 4%, a whole 
world acquired, will leave thee in poverty ; and 
all its delights enjoyed, will abandon thee to miſe- 


I have often been charmed and awed at the ſight 
of the nocturnal heavens, even before I knew how 
to conſider them in their proper circumſtances of 
majeſty and beauty. Something like magic has ſtruck 
my mind, on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of 
the =thereal vault, tinged throughout with the 
pureſt azure, and decorated with innumerable ſtar- 
ry lamps. I have felt I know not what powerful 
and aggrandizing impulſe, which ſeemed to ſnatch 


me from the low entanglements of vanity, and 


prompted an ardent ſigh for ſubl:mer objefts, Me- 
thought I heard, even from the ſilent ſpheres, a 
commanding call, to { aj the abject earth, and 
ant after unſeen delights. —Henceforward I hope 
to imbibe more copioully this moral emanation of the 
| ſkies, when, in ſome fuch manner as the preced- 
ing, they are rationally feen, and the fight is duly 
improved. The ſtars, I truſt, will teach as well 
as ſhine, and help to diſpel both nature's gloom 
and my intellectual darkneſs. To ſome people they 
SEO” op diſcharge 
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diſ-harge no better a ſervice, than that of holding 
a ſlambeau to their feet, and ſoftening the horrors 
of their night. To me and my friends, may they 
act as miniſters of a ſuperior order; as councellors 
of wiſdom, and guides to happineſs! Nor will they 


fail to execute this nobler office, if they gently light 


our way into the knowledge of their adored Maker ; 
if they point out, with their filver rays, our path to 
his beatific preſence. | 


I gaze, I ponder; I ponder, I gaze; and think 
ineffable things. —T roll an eye of awe and admira- 
tion. Again, and again I repeat my raviſhed views, 
and can never ſatiate either my curioſity or my in- 


quiry. I ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe. 


held, till even Fancy tires upon her wing. I find 
wonders ever new, Wonders more and more amazing. 


nothing do I know ; by all mv futurè learcnes, how 
little ſhall I be able to learn, of thoſe vaſtly diſtant 
ſuns, and their circling retinue of worlds! Could 
I pry with Newton's piercing ſagacity, or launch 
into his extenſive ſurveys; even then, my appre- 
henſions- would be little better, than thoſe dim and 
ſcanty images, which the mole, juſt emerged from 
her cavern, receives on her feeble optic. 
ſure, ſhould repreſs all impatient or immoderate ar- 
dor to pry into the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtructures, 
and make me more particularly careful to cultivate 
my heart. To fathom the depths of the divine eſ- 


lence, or to ſcan univerſal nature with a critical ex- 


actneſs, is an attempt which ſets the aculeſt philsſo- 
pher very nearly on a level with the idiot; ſince it is 
alinoſt, if not altogether, as impracticable by the 
tormer, as by the latter. | 

Be it then my chief ſtudy, not to purſue what is 
abſolutely unattainable, but rather to ſeek what is 
obvious to find, eaſy to be acquried, and of ineſti- 
mable advantage when poſſeſſed. O! let me ſeek 


Yet, after all my preſent inquiries, what a mere 


This, 


that. 


—— ee i i re 


T_T 
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that charity, which edifieth ; * that faith, which 
purifieth. Love, humble love, not conceited ſci— 
ence, keeps the door of heaven. Faith, a child-like 
faith in Jesvs, not the haughty, ſelf-ſufficient ſpi- 
rit, which ſcorns to be ignorant of any thing, pre- 


ſents a key Þ to thoſe abodes of bliſs. —This preſent 


ſtate is the ſcene deſtined to the exerciſe of deviation ; 
the inviſible world is the place appointed for the 
enjoyment of knowledge. There the dawn of our 
infantile minds will be advanced to the maturity of 


perfect day? or rather, there our midnight ſhades 


will be brightened into all the luſtc- of noon. There 
the ſouls which come from the ſchool of faith, and 
bring with them the principles of love, will dwell 
in light itſelf, will be obſcured with no darkneſs at 
all, will know, even as they are known. 7 Such 
an acquaintance, therefore, do IT defire to form, 
and to carry on ſuch a correſpondence with the 
heavenly bodies, as may ſhed a benign influence on 
the ſeeds of grace implanted in my breaſt. Let the 
exalted tracts of the firmament ſink my ſoul into 
deep humiliation. Let thoſe eternal fires kindle in 
my heart an adoring gratitude to their almighty 

| Sovereign. 


* Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text, 
in hat admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſſages 
of ſcripture, the word charity ſhould by no means be confined to the 
Particular act of aluſgiviag, or external benificence, It is of a 
much more exalted and exterſive nature. It ſignifies that divinely 
precious grace, which warms the ſoul with ſupreme leve to G0, 
and enlarges it with diſinter fed fiction for men; which renders it 
the reigning care of the lite, and chief delight of the heart, to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the one, and the glory of the other. 
Thijs, this is that charity, of which ſo many excellent things are 
every where ſpoken; which can never be too highly extolled, or 
too earneſtly coveted, ſincc it is the image of GOD, and the very 
ſpiric of heaven. | 


+ The righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This is what Milton beauii- 
fully ſtyles, | | | 


8 — “ The golden key, 
«© That opes the palace of eternity.“ 


1 1 Cor, xiii, 12. 
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Sovereign. Let yonder ponderous and enormous 
globes, which reſt on his ſupporting arm, teach me 
an unſhaken affiance in the incarnate Maker. Then 
ſhall I be—if not wiſe as the aſtronomical adept, 
vet WISE UNTO SALVATION, 


Having now walked and worſhipped in this uni- 
verſal temple, that is arched: with ſkies, emblazed 
with ſtars, and extended even to immenſity—having 
caſt an eye, like the enraptured patriarch, * an eye 
of reaſon and devotion, through the magnificent 
ſcene; with the former, having diſcovered an infi- 
nitude of Worlds; and, with the latter, having met 
the Deity in every view—having beheld, as Moſes 
in the flaming buth, a glimpſe of JEHOVAH's excel- 
lencies! reflected from the ſeveral planets, and 
ſtreaming from myriads of celeſtial luminaries 
having read various leſſons in that ſtupendous 30 
of w:/dom, F where unſearchable ſheets of azure 
compoſe the page, and orbs of radiance write, in 
everlaſting characters, a comment on our creed 
what remains, but that I cloſe the midnight ſolem- 
nity, as our LoRD concluded his grand ſacramental 
inſtitution, with a ſong of praiſe? And, behold, 
a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, indited by 
inſpiration + itſelf, transferred into our language, 
by one of the happieſt efforts of human inge- 
nity. $. | | 

Th' 


The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue æthereal ſky, | 
And ſpangled heav'ns, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclain : 


Gen. xv. 5. 


———— Or Heaven 
Is as rhe bozk of GOD before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works. Mi. 


T Pſal. xix. 


d Addiſon, Spedt. vol. V I, No. 465. 
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Th' unweary'd ſun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator's pow'r diſplay ; 
And publiſhes to ev'ry land, 

The work of an almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev'ning ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale; 


And nightly, to the liſt'ning earth, 


Repeats the ſtory of her birth : 

While all the ſtars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What though nor real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found? 

In reaſon's ear they all rejcice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 


For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, & 


T he hand that made us ts divine. 
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WINTER-PTECE. 


< Storms and tempeſts may calm the ſoul, Snow and ice be taught 
to warm the heart, and praiſe the Creator,” 


Aucnym. Let. to the Auth. See p. 178. 
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1 is true, in the delightful ſeaſons, HIS tender- 
neſs and his love are moſt eminently diſplayed.” 
In the vernal months, all is beauty to the eye, 
and muſic to the ear. The clouds drop fatneſs; 
the air ſoftens into balm ; and. flowers, in rich abun- 
dance, ſpring wherever we tread, bloom where: 
ever. we look. Amidſt the burning heats of 
ſummer, HE expands the leaves, and thickens the 
ſhades. He ſpreads the cooling arbour, to receive 
us; and awakes the gentle breeze, to fan us. The 
moſs ſwells into a couch, for the repoſe of our bo- 
dies; while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly 
murmurs, to ſooth our imagination.—In autumn, 
HIS bounty covers the fields, with a profuſion of 
nutrimental treaſure; and bends the boughs, with 
loads of delicious fruit. He furniſhes his hoſpitable 
board with preſent plenty, and prepares a copious 
magazine for future wants.—But is it only in theſe 
—_— pr of the year, that Gop, the all-gra- 
cious GOD, is ſeen ? Has winter, {tern winter, no 
tokens of his preſence? Tes: all things are elo- 
quent of his praiſe, © His way is in the whirl- 
«« wind.” Storms and tempeſts fulfil his word, and 
extol his power. Even piercing froſts bear witneſs 
to his goodneſs, while they bid the ſhivering na- 
tions tremble at his wrath.—— Be winter then, for 

Vol. II. e : 1 


de jected world, and ſcarcely ſcatters light through 


brow, yet, like the young and gay in the houſe of 


rent from the ſubje& of the book; and, I cannot but declare, was 


vera! acquaintance, together with an intimation of its uſefulneſs, 


what is ſo often experienced-in theſe northern regions. T hope the 


probation, or at leaſt the excuſe, of my other readers, 
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a while, our theme. * Perhaps thoſe barren ſcenes 
may be fruztful of intellectual improvement. Per- 
Haps that rigorous cold, which binds the earth in 
icy chains, may ſerve to enlarge our hearts, and 


warm them with holy love. 


See! how. the day is ſhortened! The fun, 
detained in fairer climes, or engaged in more agree- 
able ſervices, riſes like an unwilling wiſitant, with 
tardy and reluctant ſteps. He walks, with a ſhy 
indifference, along the edges of the ſouthern ſky ; 
caſting an oblique glance, he juſt looks upon our 


the thick air. Dim is his appearance, languid : 
are his gleams, while he continues. Or, it he 
chance to wear a brighter aſpect, and a cloudleſs 


mourning, he ſeems uneaſy till he is gone, is in 
haſte to depart, —And let him depart. hy ſhould 
we with for his longer ſtay, ſince he can ſhew us 
nothing but the creation in diſtreſs? The flower 
families lie dead, and the tuneful tribes are ſtruc 1 
dumb. The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and laſh- | 
ed by ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the enrag- 
ed and relentleſs heavens. Fragrance no longer | 
floats in the air; but chilling damps hover, or cut- Y 
ting pales blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beau- E 
tiful robes, fits like a forlorn diſconſolate widow, J 
in her weeds ; while winds, in doleful accents, I 
owl; and rains, in repeated ſhowers, weep. 


We 
A ſketch of this nature, T muſt acknowledge, is quite diffe- 
as far diftant from the thoughts of the author. But the defire of ſe- 
by a very polite letter from an unknown hand, (which has undefign- 
edly furniſhed me with the beſt motto I could recolleR,) prevailed 


with me to add a few deſcriptive touches, and improving hints, on 


attempt 1 have made to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the p- 
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We regret not therefore the ſpeedy departure of 
the day. When the room is hung with funeral 
black, and diſmal objects are all around, who would 
deſire to have the glimmering taper kept alive ? 
which can only diſcover ſpectacles of ſorrow ; can 
only make the horror viſible.— And ſince this mor- 
tal life is little better than a continual conflict with 
ſin, or an unremitted ſtruggle with miſery; is it 
not a gracious ordination, which has reduced our 
age to a ſpan? Fourſcore years of trial, for the vir- 
tuous, are ſufficiently long ; and more than ſuch a 
term allowed to the wicked, would render them 
beyond all meaſure vile. Our way to the kingdom 
of heaven lies through tribulations. Shall we then 
accuſe, ſhall we not rather bleſs, the Providence 
which has made the paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we 
croſs the vale of tears; and then arrive on the hap- 
py hills, where light for ever ſhines, where joy for 
ever ſmiles. 

Sometimes the day. is rendered ſhorter till ; is 
almoſt blotted out from the year.“ The vapours 
gather; they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, 
and obſcure the face of the ſky. At length, the 
rains deſcend. The ſluices of the firmament are 
opened, and the low-hung clouds pour their con- 
gregated ſtores. Copious and unintermitted, ſtill 
they pour; and ſtill are unexhauſted. The waters 
drop inceſſantly from the eaves, and ruſh in rapid 
ſtreams from the ſpouts. They roar along the 
channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul ſhallows 
amidſt the village ſtreets. Now, if the inattentive 
eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but ſcan- 
tily covered, the infinuating element finds its way 
into every flaw, and, oozing through the ceiling, at 
once upbraids and chaſtiſes the carelefs — 

| he 


* \ nvolvere diem nimbi, & nox humida cælum 
i 


Virg · 
The face of heaven is * from our eyes. 
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"The ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half. 
tilled acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, 
croud into ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold 
up their wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming 
air. The beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, ruminate 


under their ſheds. The roads ſwim, and the brooks 


1well.—The 7:ver, amidſt all this watery ferment, 
long contained itſelf within its appointed bounds: 
but, ſwollen by innumerable currents, and rouſed at 
laſt into uncontrollable rage, burſts over its banks, 
ſhoots into the plain, bears down all oppoſition, 
ſpreads itſelf far and wide, and buries the meadow 
under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. 

How happy for man, that this inundation comes 
when there are no flowery crops in the valley to be 
overwhelmed ; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, 
to be laid waſte! At ſuch a juncture, it would have 
been run to the huſbandman and his family: but, 
thus timed, it yields manure for his ground, and 
promiſes him riches in reverſion. —How often 
and how long has the divine Majeſty bore with the 
moſt injurious affronts from ſinners! His goodneſs 


triumphed over their perverſeneſs, and gracioully 


refuſed to be exaſperated. But, O preſumptuous 
creatures, multiply no longer your provocations, 
Urge not, by repeated iniquities, the almighty arm 


to {trike ; leſt his long ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce 


anger break forth, break forth like a food of waters, * 


and ſweep you away into irrecoverable and everlaſt- 


ing perdition- 


How mighty! how majeſtic ! and, O! how myſ- 


terious are thy works, thou GOD of heaven, and 


LORD of nature! When the air is calm, where 
fleep the ſtormy winds? In what chambers are they 
repoſed, or in what dungeons confined ! till thou 
art pleaſed to awaken their rage, and throw open 
their priſon doors? Then, with irreſiſtible impetu- 
Hoſ. v. 10. 9 8 
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oſity they fly forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing 
deſtruction. | | 


The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumul- 


tuous confuſion. The aereal torrent burſts its way 
over mountains, ſeas and continents. All things 
feel the dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before 
the furious blaſt. The foreft, vexed and tore, 
roans under the ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are 
rained to the very root, and almoſt ſweep the ſoil 
they were wont to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that 
diſdains to bend, is daſhed headlong to the ground; 
and with ſhattered arms, with proſtrate trunk, 
blocks the road. While the flexile reed, that 
ſprings up in the marſh, yielding to the guſt, (as 


the meek and pliant temper to injuries, or the re- 


fiened and patient ſpirit to misfortunes), eludes the 


force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt the wide- 
ſpread havock. 1 OY | 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be aſſuaged: but it intermits its wrath, 


only to increaſe its ſtrength, Soon, the ſounding: 


ſquadrons of the air return to the attack, and re- 
new their ravages with redgubled fury. The ſtately 
dome rocks, amidſt the wheeling clouds. "The im- 


pregnable tower totters on its baſis, and threatens 


to overwhelm whom it was intended to protect. 
The ragged rock is rent in pieces ; * and even the 
hills, the perpetual hills, on their deep foundations 
are ſcarcely ſecure, —— Where now is the place of 
lafety? When the city reels, and houſes become 
heaps ! ſleep affrighted flies; diverſion is turned 


into horror. All is uproar in the element; all is 


conſternation among mortals! and nothing but one 


* 


wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation through the land. 


Met this is only an inferior miniſter of divine diſ- 
province, the executioner of milder indignation. — 


low then, O! « how will the lofty looks of man 


5 « be. 


* Kings xix, 11. 
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be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men be bowel 
down,“ * when the LoxD Gop omnipotent ſhall 
meditate terror, - when he ſhall ſet al his terrors in 
array,—when he ariſes to judge the nations, and to 
ſhake terribly the earth! | 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous commotions, 


The ponderous waves are heaved from their capa- 


cious bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable 
deep. Flung into the moſt rapid agitation, they 
{weep over the rocks, they laſh the lofty cliffs, and 
toſs themſelves into the clouds. Navies are rent 
from their anchors; and, with all their enormous 
load are whuled ſwiſt as the arrow, wild as the 
winds along the vaſt abyſs-—— Now they climb 
the rolling mountain ; they plough the frightful 
ridge and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies. Anon they 
Plunge into the opening gulf; they loſe the ſight of 
day, and are loſt themſelves to every eye. How 
vain is the pilot's art! how impotent the mariner's 
ſtrength! They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the 
Jarring hold; or cling to the cordage, while burſt- 
ing ſeas foam over the deck. Deſpair is in every 


face, and death its threatening on every ſurge. —- 


But why, O ye aſtoniſhed mariners, why ſhould 
you abandon yourſelves to deſpair? Is the Lokp's 
hand ſhortened, becauſe the waves of the ſea rage 

horribly? 


*— Mortalia corda 
Per gentes humilis ftravit pawor. 


Deep horror ſcizes every human breaſt, 


One would almoſt imagine that Virgil had read Ifaiah, and borrowed 
| his ideas from chap, ii. ver. 11. The bumilis and ftravit of the one, 
ſo exactly correſpond with the humbled—bowed down—of the other. 


But, in one circumſtance, the prophet is very much ſuperior to the 


poet, The prophet, by giving a ſtriking contraſt to his ſentiments, 
repreſents them with incomparably greater energy. He ſays not, 
men. in the groſs, or the human heart in general: but men of the 
moſt elated looks, hearts big with the moſt arrogant imaginations. 
Even tbeſe ſhall ſtoop from their gory ww 1g even theſe 
mall grovel in the duſt of abaſement, and ſhudder with all che 
extremes of an abjeR puſillanimity. ag 
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horribly? Is his ear deafened by the roaring thun- 
ders, and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry, cry unto 
HIM, who “ holdeth the winds in his fiſt, and the 
« waters in'the hollow of his hand.” HE is all- 
gracious to hear, and almighty to ſave. If he com- 
mand, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed to ſilence; the 
billows ſhall ſubſide into a calm; the lightnings 
ſhall lay their fiery bolts aſide; and inſtead ot 
ſinking in a watery grave, you ſhall find yourſelves 
brought to the deſired haven. | 
Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal 
night ſucceeds. The lazy, louring vapours had 
 wove fo thick a veil, as the meridian ſun could 
ſcarcely penetrate, What goon then muſt over- 
whelm the nocturnal hours! the moon withdraws 
her ſhining. Not a ſingle ſtar is able to ſtrugge 
through the deep arrangement of ſhades. All is 
pitchy darkneſs, without one enlivening ray. How 
folemn! how awful! It is like the hrowl of na- | 
ture, or the return of chaos. I do not wonder, - 
that it is the parent of terrors, and ſo apt to en- 
gender melancholy. —Laiely, the tempeſt marred 
its 2 way with miſchief, now the night dreſſes 
her ſilent pavilion with horror. e 
[ have ſometimes left the beaming tapers, with- 
drawn from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the 
thickeſt of theſe ſooty ſhades; without regretting 
the change, rather exulting in it as a welcome de- 
liverance. The very gloom was pleaſing, was ex- 
l hilarating, compared with the converſation J quit- 
| ted. The ſpeech of my companions (how does it 
grieve me, that I ſhould even once have occaſion to 
call them by that name!) was the language of dark- 
neſs; was horror to the ſoul, and: torture to the 
ear. Their teeth were ſpears and arrows, and 
their tongue a ſharp ſword,” to ſtab and aſſaſſi- 
nate their neighbour's character. Their throat 
l © was an open ſepulchre, gaping to devour the 
1 OY, | 5 | reputation. 
7 R 4 
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reputation of the innocent, or tainting the air with 
their virulent and polluted breath. Sometimes 
their licentious a ungovernable diſcourſe, ſhot 
arrows of profaneneſs againſt heaven itſelf, and, in 
proud defiance, challenged the reſentment of Om- 
nipotence. Sometimes, as if it was the glory of 
human nature to cheriſh the grofef appetites of 
the brute; or the mark of a gentleman, to have 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip in à brothel ; the filthieſt 
jeſts of the ſtews (if low ob/centty can be a jeſt) 
were nauſeouſly obtruded on the company. All 
the modeſt part were offended and grieved, while the 
other beſotted creatures laughed aloud, though 
the leproſy of uncleanneſs appeared on their lips. 
Are not thefe perſons priſoners of darkneſs ; though 
blazing ſconces pour artificial day through their 
rooms? Are not their ſouls immured in the moſt 
baleful ſhades, though the noon-tide ſun is bright- 
ened by Naming on their gilded chariots ? hey 
diſcern not that great and adorable Being, who 
| fills the univerſe with his infinite and glorious pre- 
fence ; who is . eye, to obſerve their actions; all 
ear to examine their words. They know not the 
all- ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable bleſſed- 
neſs of his heavenly kingdom. They are groping 
for the prize of happineſs ; but will certainly graſp 
the thorn of anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting 
on the brink of a precipice ; and are every moment 
in danger of falling headlong into rretricvable ruin, 
and endleſs deſpair. FL. I. 5 
They have forced me ont, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my abſcence; are charging my reve- 
rence for the ever preſent GOD, and my concern 
for the dignity of our rational nature, to the ac- 
count of humour and ſingularity ; to narrowneſs 
of thought, or ſourneſs of temper. —Be it ſo.— 
I will indulge no indignation againſt them. It any 
thing like it ſhould ariſe, I will convert it into 
prayer: Pity them, O thou Father of e 0d 
Fe | «© —Ihew 
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« —ſhew them the madneſs of their profaneneſs! 
« ſhew. them the baſeneſs of their vile ribaldry. 
66 Let their diſſolute rant be turned into ſilent 
« ſorrow and confuſion; till they open their lips, 
« to adore thine: znſulted Majeſty, and to implore 
« thy gracious pardon ; till they devote to thy ſer- 
vice, thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior fa- 
« culties, which they are now abuling,—to the diſ- 
© honour of thy name,—to the contamination of 
« their own ſouls, —and, (unleſs timely repentance 
© intervene) to their everlaſting infamy and per- 
« dition.“ 
I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All dark- 
ling and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's 
head, and only gueſs out my blind road. Ns com- 
panion, but danger; or, perhaps, © deſtruction 
« ready at my ide.” * But why do I fancy my- 
ſelf ſolitary ? Is not the Father of lights, the Gop 
of lite, the great and everlaſting friend, always 
at my right hand? Becauſe the day is excluded, is 
his omnipreſence vacated? Though I have no 
earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe of a miſ- 
fortune, or to beguile the time, and divert uneaſy 
ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferrences; may I not 
lay my help upon the Almighty, and converſe with 
God by humble ſupplication? For this exerciſe no. 
place is improper, no hour unſcaſonable, and no 
poſture incommodious. This is /zcrety, the beſt 
of ſociety, even in ſolitude. This is a fund of de- 
lights, eaſily portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A 
treaſure this of unknown value, liable to no hazard 
from wrong or robbery, but perfectly ſecure, to the 
lonely wanderer, in the molt darkſome paths. 
And why ſhould I diſtrels myſelf- with appre- 
henſions of peri] £ This acceſs to God is not only 


an indefeaſible privilege, but a kind of amvulatiry 


garriſan. Thoſe who make known their requeſts 
| unto. 


Job xvili. 12, 8 
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unto Gop, and rely upon his protecting care, he 
gives his angels charge over their welfare. His 
angels are commiſſioned to eſcort them in their 
travelling, and to hold up their goings, that they 
daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone. * Nay, he him- 


ſelf condefcends to be their guardian, and“ keeps 


« all their bones, ſo that not one of them is bro- 
ken.“ - Between theſe perſons and the moſt miſ- 
chievous objects a treaty of peace is concluded. 
The articles of this grand alliance are recorded in 
the book of revelation, and will, when it is for 
the real benefit of believers, aſſuredly be made good 
in the adminiſtrations of providence. “ In that 
« day, ſaith the LORD, will I make a covenant for 
© them with the beaſts of the field, and with the 
« fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things 
„ of the ground; and they ſhall be in league with 
« the ſtones of the field.” F Though they fall 
headlong on the flints, even the flints fitted to 
fracture the ſcull, ſhall receive them as in the arms 
of friendſhip, and not offer to hurt whom the 
Lord is pleaſed to preſerve. 1 
May I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious 
Gor, and darkneſs and light ſhall be both alike. 
Let HiM whiſper peace to my conſcience, and this 
dread ſilence ſhall be more charming than the voice 
of eloquence or the ſtrains of muſic. Let HIM re- 
veal his raviſhing perfections in my foul; and] 
ſhall not want the ſaffron beauties of the morn, the 
den glories of noon, or the impurpled evening- 
ity. I thall ſigh only for thoſe moſt defirable and 
diitinguiſhed realms, where the light of HIS coun- 
tenance perpetually ſhines, and conſequently 
„there is no night there.“ 4 . 


* Tſal. xc. 11, 12. 17 Job V. 23s Hof, ii. 18. 


1 Rev, xxi, 25. 
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How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! 
I left her, the preceding evening, plain and una- 
dorned. But now a thick rime has ſhed its hoary 
honours over all. It has ſhagged the fleeces of the 
ſheep, and criſped the traveller's locks. The hedges 
are richly fringed, and all the ground is — 

wdered. he downward branches are taſſeled 
with ſilver, and the upright are feathered with the 
plumy wave. 

The fine are not always the valuable. The air, 
amidſt all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with 
chilling and unwhalſeome damps. The raw hazy in- 
| fluence ſpreads. wide, fits deep, hangs heavy and 
oppreſſive on the WO of life. A liſtleſs languor 

clogs the animal functions, and the purple ſtream 
glides but faintly through its channels. In vain 
the ruler of the day exerts his beaming powers; in 
vain he attempts to diſperſe this inſurrection of va- 
pours. The ſullen, malignant cloud refuſes to de- 
part. It envelops the world, and intercepts the 
proſpect. I look abroad for the neighbouring vil- 
lage; I ſend my eye in queſt of the riſing turret ; 
but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very next houſe. 
Where are the blue arches of heaven? where is 
the radiant countenance of the ſun? where the 
boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loft, loſt are their 
beauties ; quenched their glories. The thronged 
theatre of the univerſe ſeems an empty void, and 
all its elegant pictures, an undiſtinguiſhed blank. — 
Thus it would have been with our intellectual 
views, if the goſpel had not come in to our relief, 
We ſhould have known neither our true good, 
nor real evil. We had been a riddle to ourſelves; 
the preſent ſtate all confuſion, and the future im- 
penetrable darkneſs. But the ſun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant beams has 
qiſſipated the interpoſing cloud; has opened a proſ- 
pect more beautiful that the bloſſoms of ſpring, 
more cheering than the treaſures of autumn, and 


far 
R 6 
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far more enlarged than the extent of the viſible 
28 which, having led the eye of the mind 
through fields of grace, over rivers of righteouſneſs, 
and hills crowned with knowledge, terminates at 
length in the heavens, ſweetly loſing, itſelf in re- 
gions of infinite bliſs and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
diſtance, to be almoſt 2 gloom, ſuch as would 
ſhut out every glimpſe of light, and totally impri- 
fon me in obſcurity. But, when I approach and 
enter it, I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the 
miſt much thinner than it appeared, — Such is the 
cale with regard to the ſufferings of the preſent 
life; they are not, when experienced, ſo dreadful, 
as a timorous imagination ſurmiſed. Such allo is 
the caſe with reference to the gratifications of ſenſe ; 
they prove not, when enjoyed, ſo ſubſtantial, as a 
ſanguine expeCtation repreſented. In both in- 3 
ſtances, we are gracioully diſappointed. The keen 
edge of the calamity is blunted, that it may not 
wound us with incurable anguiſh ; the exquiſite re- 
liſh of the proſperity is palled, that it may not 
captivate our affections, and enſlave them to interior 
delights. 1 Fe 


Sometimes the face of things wears a more pleaſ- 
ing form, the very reverſe of the foregoing. The 
ſober evening advances to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. 
The firmament, clear, and unſullied, puts on its 
brigheſt blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, 
and with a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the 

fair expanſe ; while the fro pours its ſubtle and 
penetrating influence all around. Sharp and in- 
tenſely ſevere, all the long night, the rigid zther 

continues its operations. When, late and flow, the 

morning opens her pale eye, in what a curious and 

amuſing diſguiſe is nature drefled ! Ihe icicles, 

jagged and uneven, are pendant on the houſes. A 

whitiſh film incruſts the windows, where mimic 

| landſcapes 
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landſcapes riſe, and fancied figures ſwell, The 
fruitful fields are hardened to iron, the moiſtened 
meadows are congealed to marble, and both re- 
ſound (an effect ae nor before) with the peaſants 
haſty tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its carcer, 
and its ever-flowing ſurface chained to the banks. 
The fluid paths become a ſolid road, where the 
finny ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth 
ſlide, or the rattling chariots roll.“ And (what 
would ſeem, to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, 
as unaccountable as the deepeſt myſteries of our 
religion) that very ſame breath of Heaven, which 
cements the lakes into a cryſtal pavement, cleaves 
the oaks as it were with inviſible wedges ; © breaks 
in pieces the northern iron and the ſtcel; even 

« while it builds a bridge of icy rock over the 
. teas.” '? | 

The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous 
particles, it affords the molt diſtin views, and ex- 
tenſive proſpect. The ſeeds of infection are killed, 
and the peſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So. 
the cold of afliction tends to mortify our corrup- 
tions, and ſubdue our vicious habits. — The croud- 
ing atmoſphere. conſtringes our bodies, and braces 
our nerves. The ſpirits are buoyant, and fall 

briſkly on the execution of their office. In the 
lummer-months, ſuch an unclouded ſky, and ſo. 


bright 


* Concreſcunt ſubito currenti in flumine cruſte 
Undaque jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes, 
Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc heſpita plauſtris. Virg. 
Th' approaching ice the loit'ring current feels, | 
And on its boſom bears the ſtudded wheels; 
Where erſt the ſtately bark was wont to ride, 
Waggons through paths unknown ſecurely glide, 


F Job XXXViii. 30. © The waters are hid,” locked up from the 
cattle's lips, ſecured from the fiſher's net,“ as” wells were wont to 
be cloſed, „ with a“ ponderous and impenetrable © ftone. And“ 
not only lakes and rivers, but “' the ſurface of the” great deep, 
with its reſtleſs and uncontrollable ſurges, ** is taken captive” by 
the froſt, and bound in ſhining fetters, | 1 
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bright a ſun, would have melted us with heat, and 
ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould have been 
ready to throw our limbs under the ſpreading 
beach, and to lie at eaſe by the murmuring brook. 
But now none loiters in his path, none is ſeen with 
folded arms. All is in motion; all is activity. 
Choice, prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur 
of neceſſity. Thus the rugged ſchool of misfor- 


tune often trains up the mind, to a vigorous exer- 


tion of its faculties. The bleak climate of adverſity 
often inſpirits us with a manly reſolution ; when a 
ſoft and downy affluence, perhaps, would have re- 


| laxed all the generous ſpring of the ſoul ; and have 


left it enervated with pleaſure, or diſſolved in in- 
dolence. dig 

« Cold cometh out of the north.” The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſerts of ſnow, arm themſelves 
with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
deſcent upon our iſle. Under black and ſcouling 
clouds they drive, dreadfully whizzing, through 


the darkened air. They growl around our houſes, 
_ aſſault our doors, and, eager for entrance, faſten 


on our windows, Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them ; 
bars are unable to exclude them ; through every 


2 they force their way. Ice is on their wings; 
they ſcatter agues through the land, and winter, 
all winter, rages as they go. Their breath is as a 


ſearing iron * to the little verdure left in the plains 
vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants than 
the ſharpeſt knife, they kill their branches, and 
wound the very root. Let not the corn venture to 


peep too freely from the entrenehment of the fur- 


TOW ; 


® This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, 


uſed by the prophet -Habakkuk ; who ſpeaking to the Chaldeans 


invading Judea, ſays,—“ Their faces,” or the incurſions they 


make, ** ſhall ſup up, ſhall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, 


the inhabitants of the country, and their valuable effects, “ as the“ 
keen corroding blaſts of the 4 eaſt wind” deſtroy every green thing 


in the field, Hab. i. 9 . 
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row; let not the fruit bearing bloſſoms dare to 
come abroad, from their lodgment in the bark; 
leſt thoſe murderous blaſts intercept and ſieze the 
unwary ſtrangers, and deſtroy the hopes of the 
advancing year. | 
O, it is ſeverely cold! Who is ſo hardy, as not 
to ſhrink at this exceſſively pinching weather? See! 
every face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks con- 
tract a gelid hue, and the teeth hardly forbear 
chattering.— Ve that ſit eaſy and joyous, amidſt 
your commodious apartments, ſolacing yourſelves, 
in the diffuſive warmth of your fire, be mindful 
of your brethren, in the cheerleſs tenement of po- 
verty. Their ſhattered panes are open to the pierc- 
ing winds; a tattered garment ſcarcely covers 
their ſhivering fleſh, while a few faint and dying 
embers on the ſquallgd hearth, rather mock their 
wiſhes, than warm their limbs. — While the ge- 
nerous juices of Oporto ſparkle in your glaſſes, or 
the ſtreams, beautifully tinged and deliciouſly fla- 
voured with the Chineſe leaf, ſmoke in the elegant 
rcelain; O remember, that many of your fel- 
ow-creatures, amidſt all the rigour of theſe incle- 
ment ſkies, are emaciated with ſickneſs, benumbed 
with age, and pining with hunger. Let © their 
“ loins bleſs you“ for comfortable clothing. Re- 
ſtore them with medicine, regale them with food, 
and baffle the raging year. So may you never 
know any of their diſtrefles, but only by the hear- 
ing of the ear, the ſeeing of the eye, or the feel- 
ing of a tender commiſeration ? Methinks the 
f bitter bluſtering winds plead for the poor indigents. 
3 May they breathe pity int Nur t while they 
4 blow hardſhips into heir huts !—Obſerve thoſe blue 
flames, and ruddy coals, in your chimney : quick- 
ened by the cold, they look more lively, and glow 
more ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable admonition 
to the gay circle that chat and ſmile around them! 
Thus may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of pur 
; | | e 
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appears *—Is this the ſame world? Here is no di- 
things lie blended in bright confuſion; ſo bright, 


fair, as this ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the fields; 


look tarniſhed in its preſence. I can think of but 


„ Iftall be even whiter than ſnow,” Pſa), li. . See page 100. 
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kindle into a- peculiar benevolence! Detain not 
your ſuperfluous piles of wood. Let them haſten 
to the relief of the ſtarving family. Bid them ex- 
pire in many a willing blaze, te mitigate the ſeve- 
rity of the ſeaſon, and cheer the bleak abodes of 
want. So ſhall they aſcend, mingled with thankſ- 
givings to Gop, and ardent prayers for your welfare, 
—aſcend;. more grateful to heaven than columns of 
the moſt coſtly incenſe. | 


Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, 
they are diſmiſſed from ſervice. They have watted 
an immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty them- 
ſelves in now. At firit, a few ſcattered ſhreds come 
wandering down the ſaddened iky. This light 
ſkirmiſh is ſucceeded by a general onſet. The flakes, 
large, and numerous, and thick-wavering, defcend. 
They dim the air, and haſten the approach of night. 
Through all the night, in ſofteſt ſilence, and with 
a continual flow, this fleecy thower falls. In the 
morning, when we awake, what a ſurpriſing change 


verſity of colour! I can hardly diſtinguiſh the trees, 
from the hills on which they grow. Which are 
the meadows, and which the plains? where are the 
green paſtures, and where the fallow lands? All 


that it heightens the ſplendor of day, and even 
dazzles the organs of ſight.— The lawn is not ſo 


and even the lily, was the lily to appear, would 


one thing, which excels or equals the glittering robe 
of winter. Is any perſon delirous to know my 
meaning? He may find it explained in that admi- 
rable hymn, “ compoſed by the royal penitent. Is 
any 


* Can any thing be whither than ſnow? Ves, ſaith David, if 
Gop be pleaſed to waſh me from my fins in the blood of CHRIS r, 
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any deſirous to poſſeſs this matchleſs ornament 2 
He will find it offered to his acceptance in every 
page of the goſpel. | 5 : 

See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without 
viewing again and again the curious, the delicate 
ſcene), ſee! how the hedges are habited, like 
ſpotleſs veſtals! The houſes are roofed with unifor- 
mity and luſtre. The meadows are covered with a 
carpet of the fineſt ermine.* The groves bow 
beneath the lovely burden : and all below, is one 
wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte of white. By deep 
ſnows, and heavy rains, GOD ſealeth up the hand 
of every man ; and for this purpoſe, adds our ſacred 

hiloſopher, © that all men may know his work. t 
He confines them within their doors, and puts a ſtop 
to their ſecular buſineſs, that they may conſider the 
things which belong to their ſpiritua welfare ; 
that, having a vacation from their ordinary employ, 
they may obſerve the works of his power, and 
become acquainted with the myſteries of his 
grace. | 
And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the 
works of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſſy 
various, and perfectly amazing. How pliant and 
ductile is nature under his forming hand? At his 
command, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt _ 
different ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs 
multiplicity of figures. If HE ordains, the water is 
moulded into hail, and diſcharged upon the earth 
like a volley of ſhot; .or it is conſolidated into ice, 
and defends the rivers, © as it were with a breaſt- 
plate.“ At the bare intimation of his will, the 
very ſame element is ſcattered in hoar froſt, like a 

: 2 ſprinkling 

* This animal is milk white. As for theſe black ſpore which we 


generally ſee in the linings of ermine, they are added by the furrier, 


in order to diverſify the appearance, or heighten the beauty of the 
native colour, 


7 Job xxxvii. 7. 
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ſprinkling of the moſt attenuated aſhes ; or is ſpread 
over the ſurface of the ground, in theſe couches of 
ſwelling and flaky down. 

The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance 
of cold, affords a warm garment for the corn, 
ſcreens it from nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its in- 
fant growth. It will abide for a while, to exert a 
N care, and exerciſe a ſoftening influence. 

hen, touched by the ſun, or thawed by a ſoften- 
ing gale, the furry veſture melts into genial moiſ- 
ture; ſinks deep into the ſoil, and ſaturates its pores 
with the diſſolving nitre; repleniſhing the glebe 
with thoſe principles of vegetative life, which will 
open into the bloom of ſpring, and ripen into the 
fruits of autumn. Beautiful emblem this, and com- 
fortable repreſentation of the divine word, both in 
the ſucceſsful and advantageous iſſue of its opera- 
tion! „ As the rain cometh down, and the ſnow 


% from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
% watereth the earth, and "_m_ it bring forth 


« and bud, that it may give eed to the ſower, and 


4e bread to the eater :. fo ſhall my word be, that 


« goeth forth out of my mouth; it ſhall not return 
«© unto me void, but ſhall accompliſh that which I 
« pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereunto 


% [I ſendit,” * 


Nature, at length, puts off her lucid veil. She 


drops it, in a trickling /haw. The looſened. ſnow 


rolls in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings 
ſpot the hills; which, even while we look, become 
larger and more numerous. The trees rid them- 


ſelves, by degrees, of the hoary incumberance. 


Shook from the ſpringing boughs, part falls. 


heavy to the ground, part flies abroad in ſhining 
atoms. Our fields and gardens, lately buried be- 


neath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and diſtinct to 
view. Since we fee Nature once again, has ſhe no 
e ET os verdant 


11a. ly, 10, 11. 
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verdant traces, no beautiful features left? They 
are, like real friends, very rare; and therefore the 
more particularly to be regarded, the more highly 
to be valued, —Here and there, the Helly hangs out 
her glowing berries; the Lauruſtinus ſpreads her 

raceful tufts; and both, under a covert of un- 
fading foliage. — The plain, but _ Ivy clothes 
the decrepit, crazy wall; nor ſhrinks from the 
friendly office, though the ſkies frown, and the 
ſtorm roars. The Laurel, firm, erect, and bold, 
expands its leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of the 
united, the repeated attacks of wind, and rain, and 
froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look; and 
maintains its poſt, while wllithering millions fall 
around: worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force 


of winter, worthy to adorn the. triumphant con- 


queror's brow.—Nor muſt IT forget the Bay-tree, 


which ſcorns to be a mean penſioner on a few tran- 
ſient ſunny gleams, or, with a ſervile obſequiouſ- 


neſs, to vary its appearance, in conformity to the 
changing ſcaſons; by ſuch indications of ſterling 
worth, and ſtaunch reſolution, reading a, lecture 
to the poet's genius, while it waves the chaplet 
for his temples. —Theſe, and a few other plants, 
clad with native verdure, retain their comely 


aſpeR, in the bleakeſt climes, and in the coldeſt 


months. 
Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments 
of a refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. 
'The tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the 
unthinking vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpi- 
cable. The rubied lip, and the roly cheek fade. 
Even the ſparkling wit,“ as well as the fparkling 
1 „ eye, 

% How little does GOD eſteem the things that men eount 


great; the endowments of wit and eloquence, that men admire 


«© in ſome, alas! how poor are they to him ! He reſpecteth not any 
who are wiſe in heart: they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, 
in his eyes. Even wiſe men admire, how little it is that men. 

Slee | „% know; 
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eye, pleaſe but ſor a moment. But the virtuous 
mind has charms, which ſurvive the decay of every 
inferior embelliſhment; charms, which add to the 
fragrancy of the flower, the permanency of the 
ever- green. | 
Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the ſincerely 
religious; like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, 
% whofe leaf ſhall not fall.“ He borrows not his 
peace from external circumſtarices ; but has a fund 
within, and is “ ſatisfied from himſelf.” * Even 
though impoveriſhed by calamitous accidents, . he is 
rich in the poſſeſſion of grace, and richer in the hope 
of glory. His joys are infinitely ſuperior to, as well 
as nobly independent on, the tranſitory glow of 
ſenſual delight, or the capricious favours. of what 
the world calls Fortune: 
If the ſnow compoſes the light armed troops of 
the ſky, methinks the Hail conſtitues its heavy ar- 
tillery. F When driven by a vehement wind, with 
| wn h what 


« know ; how ſmall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popular 
« wonders, a learved man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman. How 
«© much more doth the all-wife GOD meanly account of theſe! He 
« often diſcovers, even to the world, their meanneſs. He beo. 
«© them. So valour, or birth, or worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, 
« and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to fuch as ſhall 
«© never ſee his face; and calls to the inheritance of glory poor de- 
« ſpited creatures, that are looked on as the of-ſcourings and refuſe 
„of the world.” | 0 

— Thus, ſays an excellent author, who writes with the moſt ami- 
able ſpivit of benevolence, with the moſt unaffected air of humility, 
and, like the ſacred originals from which be copies, with a majeſtic 
fimplicity of fiyle. Whoſe ſelect works TI may venture to recom- - 
mend, not only as a treaſure, but as a mine of genuine, fterling, 
evangelical piety.—See p. 520. of Archbiſhop Lx16HTON's ſelect? 
200% ks, the Edinburgh edition, octavo. Which it is neceſſary to 
ſpecify, becauſe the London edition does not contain that part of his 
writings which has ſupplied me with the preceding gueration, 


* Prov, xiv. 14. [556M | 
++ © He caſteth forth his ice like morſels.” Pſal. exlvii. 17. 
Which, in modern language might be thus expreſſed : He pour- 


* eth his hail like a volley of ſhot.” The word , inadequately 
tranſlated 
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what dreadful impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower 
fall! how it rebounds from the frozen ground, and 


rattles on the reſounding dome! It attenuates the 


rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges them into foam. It 
cruſhes the infant-flowers, cuts in pieces the gar- 
dener's early plants, and batters the feeble fortifica- 
tion of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It darts into the 
traveller's face: he turns with haſte from the ſtroke, 
or feels on his check, for the guſhing blood. If he 
would retreat into the houſe, it follows him even 
thither ; and like a determined enemy, that puſhes 
the purſuit, daſhes through the crackling panes.— 
But the fierce attack is quickly over. The clouds 
have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; ſoon unſtrung their 
bow. Happy for the inhabitants of the earth, that 
a ſally ſo dreadfully furious ſhould be ſo remarkably 
ſhort! What elſe could endure the ſhock, or eſcape 
deſtruction ? 


But, behold a 4ow, of no hoſtile intention! a 
bow, painted in variegated colours, on the diſbur- 
dened cloud. How valt is the extent, how delicate 
the texture, of that ſþswery arch ! It compaſſeth the 
heavens with a glorious circle, and teaches us to 
forget the horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant its form, 
and rich its tincture; but more delightful its ſacred 


ſignificancy. While the violet and the roſe bluſh 


in its beautiful aſpect, the olive-branch ſmiles zn its 
gracious import, It writes in radiant dyes, what 
the angels ſung in harmonious ſtrains; “ peace on 


« earth, and good-will towards men.” It is the 


ſtamp of inſurance, for the continuance of ſeed- 
time and harveſt ; for the preſervation and fecurit 


of the viſible world.“ It is the comfortable token + 


of 


tranſlated morſe!s, alludes, I think, to thoſe fragments of the rock, 
or thoſe ſmooth ſtones from the brook, which, in the day of battles, 
the warriors huried from their ſlings, | 


Gen. ix, 12==16, + Rev. iv. 3. 
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of a better ſtate, and a happier kingdom ;—a king- 
dom; where fins ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be aboliſh 
ed; where ſtorms ſhall beat, and winter pierce no 
more; but holineſs, happineſs, and joy, like one 
unbounded ſpring, for ever, ever bloom. 
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